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To DOCTOR +*, 

OU and I, my good friend, have often 

deliberated on the difficulty of writin 
ſuch a dedication as might otatify the ſelt- 
complacency of a patton, without expoſing 
the author to the ridicule or cenſure of the 
public; and I think we generally agreed that. 
the taſk Was altogether impracticable—In- | 
deed, this was one of the few ſubjects, on 
which we always thovght in the faine man- 
ne: for, notWithſtanding that deference and 
regard which we mutually pay to each 


other, certain it is, we have often differed, - - © 


according to the predominaricy of thoſe dif- 
ferent paſſions, which frequently warp the 
opinion, and purplex the underitanding of 
the moſt judicious, 
In Dedication, as in Poetry, there is no 
medium: for, if any one of the human vir- 
tues be omitted in the enumeration of the 
patron's good qualities; the whole addreſs 
is conſtrued into an affront, and the writer 
has the mortification' to find his praiſe pro- 
ſtituted to very little purpoſes. 
On the other hand, ſhould he yield to the 
tranſports of gratirude or affection, which is 
always apt to exaggerate, and produce no 
more than the genuine effuſions of bis heart, 
the world will make no allowance for the 
warmth of his paſſion, but aſcribe the praiſe 
he beſtows, to intereſted views and ſordid 
adulation. D 
Sometimes too, dazzled by the tinſel of a 
12 | A 3 character 
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character which he has no opportunity to 
inveſtigate, he pours forth the homage of 
his admiration, upon ſome falſe Macenas, 
whoſe future conduct gives the lie to his 
eulogium, and involves him in ſhame and 
dan on of face. Such was the fate of a 
late ingenious * author, who was ſo. often 
put to the bluſh for the undeſeryed incenſe 
he had offered, in the heat of an enthuſiaſtic 
- diſpoſition, miſted by popular applauſe, that 
he had refolved to retract, in his laſt will, 
all the encomiums which he had thus pre- 
maturely beſtowed, and ſtigmatize the un- 
worthy by name: a laudable ſcheme of 
9 juſtice, the execution of which was 
atally prevented by untimely death. 
Whatever may have been the fate of other 
Dedicators, I, for my own part, fit down 10 
write this addreſs, without any apprehen- 
ſion of diſgrace or diſappointment ; becauſe 
1 know you are too well convinced of my 
affection and fincerity to repine at what 1 
 fhall ſay touching your character and con- 
duct: and you will do me tbe juſtice to be- 
lieve, that this public diſtinction is a teſti - 
mony of my particular friendſhip and eſteem. 
Not that I am either inſenſible of your 
infirmities, or diſpoſed to conceal them trom 
the notice of mankind, There, are certain 
oibles which can only be-cured by ſllame 


. „ * 778 
and mortification ; and whether or not yours 


be of that ſpecies, I ſhall have the comfort 


The author of the SAS. 
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DEDICATION. Viz 
to think my beſt endeavours were uſed for 
your reformation. lo ie 

Know, then, I can deſpiſe your pride, 
while I honour your integrity; and applaud 
your taſte, while I am ſhocked at your oſ- 
tentation.— I have known you trifling, ſuper- 
ficial and obſlinate in diſpute ; meanly jea- 
lous and aukwardly reſerved; raſh and 
haughty in your reſentments; and coarſe 
and lowly in your connexions.— I have 
bluſhed at the weakneſs of your converſa- 
tion, and trembled at the errors of your con- 
duct Vet, as I own you poſſeſs certain good 
qualities, which over - balance theſe defects, 
and diſtinguiſh you on this occaſion as a per- 
ſon for whom I have, the moſt perfect 
attachment and eſteem, you have no cauſe. 
to complain of the indelicacy with which 
your faults are reprehended: and as they 
are chiefly the exceſſes of a ſanguine diſpo- 
ſition and looſeneſs of thought, impatient of 
caution or controul ; you may, thus ſtimu- 
lated, watch over your own intemperance 
and infirmity, with redoubled vigilance and 
conſideration, and for the future profit bx 
the ſeverity of my reproof. 

Theſe, however, are not the only mo- 
tives that induce me to trouble you with 
this public application. IL muſt not only 
perform my duty to my friends, but alſo 


diſcharge the debt I owe to my owwintereſt. 


We live in a cenſorious age; and an author 
cannot take too much precaution to anti - 
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cipate the prejudice, miſapprehenſion, and 
zemerity of malice, ignoranceandprefumption. 
I therefore think it incumbent upon me, 
to give ſome previous intimation of the plan 
which I have executed in the ſubſequent 
performance, that I may not be condemned 
upon partial evidence; and to whom can I 
With more propriety appeal in my explana- 
tion, than to you, who are ſo well acquaint- 
ed with all the ſentiments and emotions of 
my breaſt? | 
A novel is a large diffuſed picture, com- 
prehending the characters of life, diſpoſed 
in different groupes, and exhibited in vari- 
ous attitudes, for the purpoſes of an uni- 
form plan, and general occurrence, to which 
every individual figure is ſubſervient. But 
this plan cannot be executed with propriety, 
probability, or ſucceſs, without a principal 
rſonage to attract the attention, unite the 
incidents, unwind the clue of the labyrinth, 
and at laſt cloſe the ſcene by virtue of his 


own importance. 


Almoſt all the heroes of this kind, who 
have hitherto ſucceeded on the Engliſh ſtage, 


are characters of trauſcendent worth, con» 


ducted —_— the viciſſitudes of fortune 
to that goal of happineſs, which ever ought 
to be the repoſe of extraordinary deſert.— 
Yet the ſame principle by which we rejoice 
at the remuneration of merit; will teach us 


to reliſh the diſgrace and diſcomfiture of vice, 


which is always an example of extenſive uſe 


DEDICATION: ix 
and influence, becauſe it leaves a deep im- 
preſſion of terror upon the minds of thoſe 
who are not confirmed in the purſuit of mora- 
lity and virtue, and while the balance wavers, 
enables the right ſcale to proponderate. 
In the Drama, which is a more limited 
field of invention, the chief porſonage is 
often the object of our deteſtation and ab- 
horrence; and we are as well pleaſed to 
ſee the wicked ſchemes of a RichAxðb blaſt- 
ed, and the perfidy of a-MAasKweELL ex- 
poſed, as to behold a BEVIL happy, and 
an EDw ARD victorious. | ng 
The impulſes of fear, which is the moſt 
violent and intereſting of all the paſſions, 
remain longer than any other upon the 


memory; and for one that is allured to vir- 
tue, by the contemplation of that peace and 


happineſs which it beſtows, an hundred are 
deterred from the practice of vice, by that 
infamy and puniſhment to which it is liable, 
from the laws and regulations of mankind. 
Let me not therefore be condemned for 
having choſen my principal character from 
the purlieus of treachery and fraud, when 
I declare my purpoſe is to ſet him up as a 
beacon for the benefit of the unexperienced 
and unwary, who from the peruſal of theſe 
memoirs, may learn to avoid the manifold 
ſnares with which they are continually ſur- 


rounded in the paths of hfe; while thoſe 
Who heſitate on r of iniquity, may 
5 1 
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A DE DICAT TON. 
be terrified from plunging into that irreme- 
able gulph, by furveying the deplorable fate 
of FERDINAND Count FATHOM, 

That the mind might not be fatigued, 
nor the imagination diſguſted by a fucceflion 


of vitious objects, I have endeavoured to 


refreſh the attention with occaſtonal incidents 


of a different nature; and raiſed up à vir- 


tuous character, in oppoſition to the ad- 
venturer, with a view to amuſe the fancy, 
engage the affection, and form a ſtriking con- 
traſt Which might heighten the expreſſion, 
and give a relief to the moral of the whole. 
Ik I have not ſucceeded in my endeavours 
to unfold the myſteries of fraud, to inſtruct 
the ignorant, and entertain the vacant; if 
I have failed in my attempts to fubject folly 
to ritlieule, and vice to indignation; to rouſe 
the ſpirit of mirth, wake the foul of com- 
paſſion, and touch the ſecret ſprings that 
move the heart; I have at leaſt adorned 
virtue with honour and applauſe ;- branded 
iniquity with reproach and ſhame, and care- 
Fully avoided every hint or expreſſion which 
could give umbrage to the moſt delicate 
reader: circumſtances which (whatever may 
be my fate with the public) will with you 
always operate in favour of - | 


Dear Sir, your very affeftionate | 
21 friend and ſervant, _ 
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Some age obſervations that naturally introduce our impore 
- - tant hiſtory. ' 


that all hiſtorians mult of neceſſity be ſubje 
to miſtakes, in explaining the motives of thoſe 
tions they record, unleſs they derive their intelligence 
rom the candid confeſſion of the perſon whoſe cha- 
xaQter they repreſent; and that, of conſequence, every 
man of importance ought to write his own memairs, 
provided he has honeſty enough to tell the truth, with- 
out ſuppreſſing any circumſtance that may tend to the 
information of the reader. This, however, is a requi- 
fite that, I am afraid, would be very rarely found 
among the number of thoſe Who exhibit their own 
ortraits to the public: indeed, I will venture to ſays 
that how, upright ſoever a man's intentions may be, 
he will, in the performance of ſuch a taſk, be ſome 
times.miſled by his own phantaſy, and repreſent o 
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ago, or who perhaps never had exiſtence, except in 
the imagination of the author, cannot help intereſting 
himſelf in the-diſpute, and eſpouſing one fide of the 
conteſt with all the zeal of a warm adherent, What 
wonder then that we ſhould be hcated in our own 
concerns, review our actions with the ſame ſelf-appro- 


bation that they had formerly acquired, and recom- 


mend them to the world with all the enthufraſm of 
paternal affection 7 


Suppoſing this to be the caſe, it was lucky for the 


cauſe of hiſtorical truth, that ſo many pens have been 
drawn by writers who could not be ſuſpected of ſuch 
partiality; and that many great perfonages, among 
the ancients as well as moderns, either would not, or 
could not entertain the public with their own me- 
moirs. From this want of inclination or capacity to 
Write, in our hero himfelf, the undertaking is now 


left to me, of tranſmitting to poſterity the remarkable 


adventures of Ferdinand Count Fathom; and by that 


time the reader ſhall have glanced over the ſubſequent 


ſheets, I doubt not but he will bleſs God that the 
adventurer was not his own hiſtorian, 8 
This mirrour of modern chivalry was none of thoſe 
who owe their dignity to the circumſtances of their 
birth, and are conſecrated from the cradle for the pur- 


pores of greatneſs, merely becauſe they are the accidens 
al children of wealth. He was heir to nb viſible patri- 


mony, unleſs we reckon a robuſt conſtitution, a toler- 
able appearance, and an uncommon capacity, as the 
advantages of inheritance : if the compariſon obtains 
in this point of conſideration, he was as much as any 
man, indebted to his parents; and” pity it was, that 
in the ſequel of his fortune, he never had an opportu- 
nity of manifeſting his filial graticude and regard, 


From this agrecable act of duty to his fire, and all 


thoſe tenderneſſes that are reciprocally enjoyed be- 
twin the father and the ſon, he was re 4 exclud- 
ed by a ſmall circumſtance; at which, however, he 


was never heard to repine, In ſhort, had he been 


brought 


- 
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brought forth in the fabulous ages of the world, the na- 
ture of his origin might have turned to his account; 
he might, like other heroes of antiquity, have laid 
claim to divine extraction, without running the riſque 
of being claimed by any earthly father; not that his 
parents had any rea ſon to diſown or renounce their 
offspring or that there was any thing preternatural in 
the eircumſtances of his generation and birth; on the 
contrary, he Was, ftom the beginning, a child of 7 
miſing parts, and in due courſe of nature, uſhered in- 
to the worid amidſt a Whole cloud of witneſſes: but, 
that he wes acknowledged by no mortal fire, ſolel 
oceeded ftom the uncertainty of his mother, whoſe 
affekkions were fo diſſipated among a number of ad- 
mirers, that ſhe could never pitch upon the perſon 
from whoſe loins our hero ſprung. * . 
Over and above this important doubt, under which 
he was begotten, other particularities attended his 
birth, and ſeemed to mark him out as ſomeching un- 
common among the ſons of men. He was brought 
forth in a waggon, and might be ſaid to be literally a 
native of two different countries; for, though he fiſt 
faw the light in Holland, he Was not born till after the 
carriage arrived in Flanders; fo that all theſe extraor- 
dinary circumſtances conſidered, the taſk of deter min- 
ing to what government he naturally owed allegiance, 
would be at leaſt as difficult as that of aſcertaining the 
ſo much conteſted birth-place of Homer. +4 
Certain it is, the count's mother Was an Engliſh. 
woman, who, after having been hve times a widow in 
one campeign, was, in the laſt year of the renowned 
Marlborough's command, numbered among the'bag- 
gage ol the allied army, which ſhe till — 
through pure benevolence of ſpirit, ſupplying the - 
Tanks with the refreſhipg ſtreams of choice geneva, 
and accommodating individuzls with clean linen, 
as the emergency of their occaſions required: nor was 
her — altogether confined' to ſuch mint. 
ſtration; ſhe abounded with the milk *of human 
RAND 0 UC 040,00 4» 2 4 kinkdneſ(s,* 
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. kindneſs,* which flowed plentiſully among her fel- 
low-creatures; and to every ſon of Mars who culti- 
vated. her favour, ſhe liberally diſpenſed her ſmiles, 
in order to ſweeten the toils and dangers of the field. 
And here it will not be amiſs to anticipate. the re- 
marks of the reader, hd, in the chaſtiiy and exce 
lency of his conception, may poſſibly exclaim, = | 
heaven willtheſe.authors never reform their, uma- 
© ginations, and lift their ideas from the obſcene ob- 


I jets of low life ? Mult the public be again diſguſted 


« with the grovelling adventures of a Waggon? will no 
© writer. of genius draw his peu in the undiestion of 
taſte, and entertoin us with the agrecable chargers 
the dignified converſation, the poignant xe parte, iu 
+ ſhort, the genteel comedy of the, polite world f? 
Have a little patience, gentle, delicate, ſublime 
eritic; you, I doubt not, are one of thole,.conſan- 
mate connoiſſeuts, Who in, their purifications let, hu- 
our evaporate, While they endcavour to pręfesve 
corum, and poliſh wit, until the edge of it is quite 
wore. off: or perhaps of that glaſs, who, inthe ſa: 
ence of taſte, are diſguſted, with thoſe very Yavours 
in the productions of their own country, Which have 
yielded infinite. deleQatian to their faculties, when 
imported from anqtber clime; and, damn, an author 
in deſpite of all, precedent and,, preicription :; who 
extol, the; writings. of Petronius Arbiter, read/watl 
rapture the amovons fallies of Ovid's pen, andchugkle 
over the ſtory of Lucian's als; yet, if a modernaauthor 
preſumes ta relate the progreſs of a ſimple 1v4jgue, 
are ſnocked at the indecency and immorality of the 
ſcens: Who delight in following: Guzman d' Alfa- 
rache through all the mazes. of ſqualid beggary ; 


ho with pleaſure accompany Don Quixote, and 
his, ſquite in the loweſt paths of fortune; who.arc 
divetted with the . adyanturgs of , Scarrow's, kagged 
dtroop of ſollets, and, highly entertained: with, the 


der wle ſituatemsof G, Blas yet, When a character 
in humble life: oggafiona}ly qogurs ina phriormance 
ob our-a ye growth, exclaim with an air of Giſgott, 
© Was 


I 
1 
by 
. 
: 
4 
5 
d 
10 
af 
Sy 
iu 
1a 
[1 . 
Un 
£ 
1 
ar 
LS 
Ve 
en 
or 
0 
on 
4e 


or 


FERDINAND Count' FATHOM, "25 
© Was ever any thing ſo mean! Sure, this writer 
* muſt have been very converſant with the loweſt 
* ſcenes of life :* who, when Swift or Pope repre- 
ſents a coxcomb in the act of ſwearing, ſcruple not 
to laugh at the ridiculous execrations; but in @ leſs - 
repuied author, condemn the uſe of ſuch profane ex- 
pletives: who eagerly explore the jakes of Rabelais, 
tor amuſement, and even extract humour from the 
dean's deſcription of a lady's dreiling room: yet, in 
2 production of theſe days, unſtampt with ſuch vene- 
rable names, will ſtop their noſes with all the-fagns 


of loathing and abhorrence, at a bare mention of the 


china cham ber-pot : Who applaud Catullus, Juvenal, 
Perſius and Lucan, for their ſpirit in laſhing: the 
gteateſt names of antiquity: yet, when: a Britiſh ſati- 
riſt, of this generation,” has courage enough to call 
in queſtion the talonts of a Pſeudo- patron, in power, 
acouſe him of inſolence rancour, and ſcurrility. | 

If ſuch you be, courteous rcader, I ſay again, have 
a little patience; for your entertainment we are about 
to write. Our hero ſhall; with all convenient diſpatch, 
be gradually ſublimed, into thoſe ſplendid connections 
of which you are enamoured;/ and. God forbid, that in 
the mean time the nature of his extraction ſnould turn 
to his prejudice, in a land of freedom like his, 
where individuals are every day ennobled in conſe- 
quence of their own qualifications, without the leaſt 
retroſpective regard 10 the rank or merit, of their 
anceſtors. Ves, ' refined. reader, we are haſtening to 
that goal of perfection, where ſatire dares not ſhew | 
her face; where nature is caſtigated, almoſt even 
to Rill life; where humour turns changeling, and 
ſavers in an infipid: grin where wit is volatilized 
into à mere vapour; where decency, diveſted of all 
ſubſtance, hovers about like a ſtic ſhadow 3 
where the ſalt of genius eſcaping; leaves nothivg but 
pure aud ſimple — and the inoffenſive pen for 


tver r e manna of ſoul-iweeteniog/ proiſe. 
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| „es, 
A ſuperficial view of our hero's inſancy. 


FAVING thus beſpoken the indulgence of our 
guelis, let us now produce the particulars of 
our entertainment, and ſpeedily condutt our adven- 
turer through the ſtage of infancy, which ſeldoin 
teems with inteteſting incidents. 
As the occupations of his mother would not con- 
veniently per mit her to ſuckle this her firſt- born at 
her own breaſt, and thoſe happy ages were now no 
more, in which the charge of nurſing a child might 
be left to the next goat or ſhe- wolf, ſhe reſolved to 
improve upon the ordinances of nature, and foſter 
him with a juice much-more energic than the milk of 
goat, wolf, or woman; this was no other than that 
delicious nectar, Which, as we have already hinted, 
ſhe ſo cordially. diſtributed from a ſmall caſk that 
hung before her, depending from her ſhoulders by 
a leathern zone. Thus determined, ere he was yet 
twelve days old, ſhe encloſed him a canvas knapſack, 
which being adjuſted to her neck, fell down upon 
her back, and balanced the cargo that reſted on her 
boſom, * | A 01 
There are not wanting thoſe who affirm, that 
while her double charge was carried about in this 
ſuuation, her cag was furniſhed with a long and 
lender flexible tube, which, hen the child began to 
be clamorous, ſhe conveyed into his mouth, and 
ſtrait he ſtilled himſelf with ſucking; but this We con- 
ſider as an extravagant aſſertion of thoſe, Who mix 
the marvellous in all their narrations, becauſe we can- 


not conceive how the tender organs of an infant could 
digeſt ſuch a ſiery beverage; Which never fails to diſ- 


compoſe the conſtitutions of the moſt hardy and ro- 
buſt : we therefore conclude, that the uſe of this po- 
tation was more reſtraiued, and that it was with ſimple 
element diluted into a compoſition adapted 0 bis 
N- a 
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taffe and years, Be this av it will, he certainly was 
indulged in the uſe of it to ſuch a degree, as would 
have effectually obſtrutted his future fortune, had not 
he been happily cloyed with the repetition of the 
ſame fare, for which he conceived the utmoſt detef- 
tation and abhorrence, rejecting it with loathing and 
diſguſt, like thoſe choice ſpirits, who, having been 
crammed with religion in their childhood, renounce 
it in their Youth, among other abſurd prejudices of 
education. x 

While he thus dangled in a ſtate of ſuſpenſion, a 
German trooper was tranhently ſmit with the charms 
of his mother, Who liſtened to his honourable ad- 
dreſſes, and once more received the ſilken bonds of 
matrimony; the ceremony having been performed 
as uſual at the drum-head. The lady had no ſooner 
taken poſſeſſion of her new name, than ſhe beſtowed 
it upon her ſon, who was thenceforward diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the appellation of Ferdinand de Fadom ; nor was 
the huſband offended at this preſumption in his wife, 

which he not only conſidered as a proof of her af- 
fection and eſteem, but allo as a compliment, by 
which he might in time acquire the credit öf being 
the real father of ſuch an hopeful child. 

' Notwithſtanding this new engagement with a fo. 
reigner, our hero's mother ſtill exercifed the virtues 
of her calling among the Engliſh troops, fo much 
was ſhe biaſſed by that laudable partiality, which, as 
Horace obſerves, the natale ſolum generally inſpires : 
indeed this inclination was enforced by another rea- 
ſon, that did not fail to 4nfluence her conduct in this 
particular ; all her knowledge of the high Dutch lan- 
guage conſiſted in ſome words of traffic, abſolutely 
neceſſary for the practice of her vocation ; together 
with ſundry oaths and terms of reproach that Rept 
her cuſtomers in awe ; ſo that, except among her 
own countrymen, ſhe could not indulge that propen- 
ſity to converſation, for which ſhe had been remark- 
| able from her carlieſt years, Nor did this — 
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of her affection fail of turning to her account in the 
ſequel.: ſhe was promoted to the office of cook 10 a 
regimental meſs of officers ; and before the peace of 
Utrecht, was actually in poſſeſſion of a ſuttling tent, 
pitched for the accommodation of the gentlemen in 
the army. 

Mean while, Ferdinand improved apace in the ac- 
compliſhments of infancy ; his beauty was conſpi- 
cuous, and his vigour ſo uncommon, that he was with 
Juſtice likened unto Hercules in the cradle : the friends 
of his father-in-law dandled him on their knees, while 
he. played with their whitkers; and before he was 
thirteen months old, taught him to ſuck brandy im- 
pregnated with gun-powder, through the touch-hole 
of a piſtol. At the ſame time, he was careſſed by 
divers ſerjeants of the Britiſh, army, who ſeverally 
and in ſecret contemplated his qualifications. with a 
father's pride, excited by the artful declaration with 
which the mother had flattered each apart. 

Soon as the war was (for her unhappily) concluded, 
ſhe, as in duty bound, followed her huſband into 
Bohemia ; and his regiment being ſent into garriſon 
at Prague, ſhe opened a cabaret in that city, which 
was frequented by a good many gueſts of the Scotch 
and Iriſh nations, who were devoted to the exerciſe 
of arms in the ſervice of the emperor. It was by 
this communication that the Engliſh tongue became 
vernacular to young Ferdinand, who, without fuch 
opportunity, would have been a ſtranger to the lan- 
guage of his forefathers, in ſpite of all his mother's 
loquacity and elocution: though it muſt be owned, 
for the credit of her maternal care, that ſhe let flip 
no occaſion of making it familiat to his ear and con- 


could hind no perſon to carry on the altercation, ſhe 
uſed to hold forth in earneſt ſoliloquies upon the ſub- 
ject of her own ſituation, giving vent to many op- 
robrious invectives againſt her huſband's country, 
etween which and Old England ſhe drew _— 
1 ; ous 


ception ; for, even at thoſe intervals in winch ſhe 


FERDINAND Count/ FATHOM. 19 


odious compatiſons ; and. prayed without ceaſing, 
that Europe might ſpeedily be involved in a general 
War, ſo as that ſhe might; have ſome chance of re- 
enjoying the pleaſures and emoluments of a Flanders 


campaign. 5 

| CHA P. III. 

He is initiated in a military life, and has the good fortune 
to acquire a generous patron. N 


HIL E ſhe wearied heaven with theſe peti- 

tions, the flame of war broke out betwixt 
the houſes of Ottoman and Auſtria, and the emperor 
ſent forth an army into Hungary, under the auſpices 
of the renowned prince Eugene. On account of this 
expedition, the mother of our hero gave up houſe- 
keeping, and cheerfully followed her cuſtomers and 
huſband into the field: having firſt provided herſelf 
with ſtore of thoſe commodities, in which the had 
formerly merchandized. Although the hope of pro- 
fit might in ſome meaſure: affect her determination, 


one of the chief motives for her viſiting the frontiers + 


of Turkey, was the deſire of initiating her ſon in the 
rudiments of his education, which ſhe now thought 
high time to inculcate, he being, at this period, in the 
ſixth year of his age; he was accordingly conducted 
to the camp, which ſhe conſidered as the moſt con- 
ſummate ſchool of life, and propoſed for the ſcene 
of his inſtruction; and in this academy he had not 
continued many weeks, when he was an eye. witneſs 
of that famous victory, Which, with ſixty thouſand 
men, the imperial general obtained over an army of 
one hundred and fifty thouſand Turks. 

His father in law was engaged, and his mother” 
would not be idle on this occaſion: ſhe was à perfect 
miſtreſs of all the camp qualifications, and thought it 
a duty incumbent on her to contribute all that lay in 
her power towards diſtreſſing the enemy: with theſe 


ſentimenis, {he hovered about the ſkirts of the way, 
Le : : ; an 
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and the troops were no ſooner employed in the p 
ſuit, than ſhe began to weverſe the Gehd of — 
with a poignard and a bag, in order to conſult her 
ow intereſt; annoy the foe, and exerciſe her huma - 
nity at the ſame time. In ſhort, ſhe had with ama⸗ 
zing prowels, delivered ſome fifty or threeſcore diſ- 
abled muſſulmen of the pain under Which they groan- 
ed, and made a comfortable booty of the ſpoils of 
tha ſlain, when her eyes were attrafted by the rich 
attire of an imperial officer, who lay bleeding on the 
plain, to all appearance in the agonies of death. 
She could not, in her heart, refuſe that. favour to a 
friend and chtiſtian, ſhe had ſo compaſſtonately bes 
ſtowed upon ſo many enemies and infidets, and 
therefore drew near with the ſovereign remedy, which 
ſhe had already adminiſteted-with ſuch ſucceſs. As 
ſhe- approached; this deplorable object of pity, het 
ears were ſurprized with an ejaculation in the Eng - 
bh tongue, which he fervently. pronounced, though 
with a. weak and languid voice, recommending his 
ſoul to God, and his family to the protection of 
heaven. Our amazon's purpoſe was ſtaggered by 
this providential incident ; the found of her native 
language, ſounexpectedly heard, and ſo pathetically 
delivered, had a ſurpriſing effect upon her imagina- 
tion; and the faculty. of reflection did not ſorſake 
her in ſuch emergency: though ſhe could not recols 
lect the features of this unbappy officer, ſhe con- 
cluded from his appearance, that he was ſome perſon 
of diſtinction in the ſervice, and foreſaw greater ad- 
vantage to herſelf in attempting to preſerve his life, 
than ſhe could poſſibly reap from the execution of 
her firſt reſolve, * If (ſaid ſhe to herſelfFI can find 
means of conveying; him to his tent alive, he tan - 
not but in — 
© with ſome conſiderable .recompence ; and ſhould 
he chance to ſurvive his wounds, I have every thing 
to expect from his gratitude and p.] “ r.. 
 Fraught with theſe prudential ſuggeſtions, ſhe drew 
| ; near 
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near the unfortunate ſtranger, and in a ſoftened ac - 
cent of pity and condolance, queſtioned him con- 
cerning his name, condition, and the nature of his 
miſchance, at the ſame time making a gentle tender 
of her ſervice, Agreeably ſurpriſed to hear himſelf 
act oſted in ſuch a manner, by. a perſon whoſe equi- 

ge ſeemed to promiſe far other deſigns, he thanked 
— in the moſt grateful terms for her humanity; 
with the appellation of kind countrywoman; gave 
her to underſtand that he was colonel of a regiment 
of horſe; that he had fallen in conſequence of à ſhot 
he received in his breaſt at the beginning of the ac- 
tion; and finally intreated her to procure ſame car- 
riage on which he might be removed to his tent. 
Perceiving him faint and exhauſted with loſs of 
blood, ſhe raiſed up his head, and treated him with 
that cordial which was her conſtant companion: at 
that inſtant, eſpying a ſmall body of huſſars returning 
to the camp with the plunder they had taken, the in- 
voked their aſſiſtance, and they ſorthwith carried the 
officer to his own quarters, Where his wound was 


dreſſed, and his preſerver carefully tended him until 


his recovery was compleated. 

In return for theſe good offices, this gentleman, 
who was originally of Scotland, rewarded her for 
the preſent, with great liberality, aſſured her of his 
influence in promoting her huſband, and took upon 
himſelf the charge of young Ferdinand's education; 
the boy was immediately taken into his protection, 
and entered as, a trooper in bis own regiment ; but 
his good intentions towards 85 father-in-law were 
fruſtrated by the death of the German, who in a few 
days after this diſpoſition, was ſhot in the trenches 
before Temiſwaer. 

This event, over and above the conjugal affliction 
with which it invaded the lady's quiet, would have 
involved her in infinite difficulty and diſtreſs,: with 
regard to her temporal concerns, by leaving her un- 


proteſted in che midſt of Rrangers, ng 
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thus providentially ſupplied with an effectual patron 
in the colonel, Who was known by the appellation of 
count Melvil. He no ſooner ſaw her, by the death of 
her huſband, detached from all perſonal connections 
with a military life, than he propoſed that the ſhould 


bitation in the city of Preſburg, where ſhe would, be 
entertained in eaſe and plenty, during the remaining 
part of her natural lite; with all due acknowledg- 
ments of his generoſity, ſhe begged to be excuſed 
from embracing his propoſal, alledging ſhe was ſo 
much accuſtomed to her preſent way of life, and ſo 
much devoted to the ſervice of the ſoldiery, that ſhe 
ſhould never be happy in retirement, while the troops 
of any prince in chriſtendom kept the field, | 
The count finding her determined to proſecute her 
ſcheme, repeated his promiſe. of befriending her 
upon all occaſions; and in the mean time admitted 
Ferdinand into the number of his domeſtics, reſolv- 
ing that he ſhould be brought up in attendance upon 
his own fon, who was a boy of the ſame age, He 
kept him, however, in his tent, until he ſhould have 
an opportunity of reviſiting.his family in perſon; and 
before that occaſion offered, two whole years elapſed, 
during which, the illuſtrious prince Eugene gained 
the celebrated battle of Belgrade, and afterwards 
made himſelf maſter of that important frontier, 


ant CHAP, IV, 
His mother's proweſs and death ; together with ſome in- 
2. 1 flances of his own ſagacity. , 
1 T would have been impoſſtble for the mother of 
our adventurer, ſuch as ſhe hath been deſcribed, 
to ſit quietly in her tent, while ſuch an heroic ſcene 
was atting. She was no ſooner appriſed of the gene- 
ral's intention to attack the enemy, than ſhe, as uſual, 
packed up her moveables in a waggon, which ſhe 


quit her occupation in the camp, and retire to his ha- 
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hood, and put herſelf in motion with the troops: 


big with the expectation of re-aGting that part, in 


Which ſhe had formerly acquitted herſelf ſo much to 
her advantage. Nay, ſhe by this time looked upon 


her own preſence as a certain omen of ſucceſs to the 
cauſe which ſhe eſpouſed ; and in their march to bat» 
tle, actually encouraged the ranks with repeated de- 


clarations, importing, that ſhe had been eye witneſs 
of ten deciſive engagments, in all of which her friends 
had been victorious, and imputing ſuch uncommon 


ood fortune to ſome ſupernatural quality inherent 


in her perſon. 


Whether or not this confidence contributed to the 


fortune of the day, by * the ſoldiers to an 


uncommon pitch of courage and reſolution, I ſhall 
not pretend to determine: but certain it is, the vic- 
tory began from that quarter in which ſhe had poſted 
herſelf; and no corps in the army behaved with ſuch 
intrepedity as thatwhich was manifeſted by thoſe who 
were favoured with her admonitions and examples : 
for ſhe not only expoſed her perſon to the enemy's 
fire, with the indifference and deliberation of a vete- 
Tan, but ſhe is ſaid to have atchieved a very conſpicu- 
ous exploit by the proweſs of her ſingle arm: the ex- 
tremity of the line to which ſhe had attached herſelf, 
being aſſaulted in flank by a body of the ſpahis, 
wheeled about, in order to ſuſtain the charge, and re- 
ceived them with ſuch a ſeaſonable fire, as brow W 
great number of turbans to the ground; among thoſe 
Who fell; was one of the chiefs, or agas, who had 


advanced before the reſt, with a view to ſignalize his 


valour. 
Our Engliſh Pentheſilia no ſooner ſaw this Tur- 


kiſh leader drop, than, ſtruck with the magnificence 


of his own horſe's trappings, ſhe ſprung forward 
to ſeize them as her prize, and found the aga not dead, 
though in a good meaſure diſabled by his misfortune, 
which was intirely owing to the weight of his horſe, 


that, having been killed by a muſket-ball, lay WER 
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his leg, ſo that he could got diſengage himſelf. Never. : 
theleſs, perceiving the virago approach with fell in- bac 
tent, he brandiſhed his ſcymitar, and tried to intimi- ſcat 
date his. aſſailant with a moſt horrible exclamation; I by 
© hut, it was not the diſmal yell of a diſmounted caya- | op 
her, though enforced with a hideous ferocity of coun. || '* 
tenance, nd the menacing geſtures with which he J, 
waited ber a ro that could jutipidate ſuch an #: 
undaunted ſhe-campaigner; ſhe law him writhing 
in the agonies of à ſituation 400 W eh be could * 
move; and, running towards him with the nimble- 
neſs ana eB of a Cami - deſcribed. a ſemi- 
circle in the progres of her aſſault, agd attacking him 
on one de, plunged her well-tricd dagger in his 
throat : the ſhades of death encom Wſed him, his 
life-blopd, iſſued at the wound, he 2 prone upon 
the earth, be bit tlie duſt, and having thrice invoked 
the name of Allah! ſtraigh“ expired. 

While his e a thus aflled, his followers 
began to xeel ;. they ſeemed diſmayed at the fate of 
their chief, beheld their eder drop like the 
lea ves in autumn, and ſuddenly halted in the midſt of 
their career. The Imperialiſts oblerving the confuſion 
of the enemy, redoubled their fire; and, raiſing a 
dreadful ſhout, advanced an order to improve the ad- 
vantage they had gained: the ſpahis dürſt not wait 
the ſhock of ſuch an encounter ; they wheeled to the 
right about, and clapping ſpurs to their horſes, fled 
in the utmoſt diſorder. . This was actually the cir- 
cumſtance that turned the ſcale of battle; the Auſtrains 
purſued their good fortune with uncommon impetuo- 
fity, and in a few minutes left the field clear for the 
mother of our hero, who was ſuch an. adept in the 
art of tripping, that in the twinkling of an eye the 
bodies of the aga and his Arghian lay caked to the ſkin. 
It would have been happy for her, had ſhe been con- 
tented with theſe firſt fruits, reaped from the fortune of 
the day, and retired with, her ſpoils, which were not 


lacoaliderqble : but, ingoxicated with the. de a 
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had won, inticed by the glittering capariſons that lay 
ſcattered on the plain, and without. doubt prompted 
by the ſecret inſtinct of her fate, ſhe reſolved to ſeize 
opportunity by the forelock, and once for all indem- 
nify herſelf for the many fatigues, hazards, and ſore 


rows ſhe had undergone. * 
Thus dertermined, ſhe reconnoitred the field, and 


practiſed her addreſs ſo ſucceſsfully, that in leſs than 
half an hour ſhe was loaded with ermin and embroi- 
dery, and diſpoſed to retreat with her burden; when 
her regards were ſolicited by a ſplendid bundle, 


which ſhe deſcried at ſome diſtance lying on the 


ground, This was no other than an unhappy officer 
of huſſars; who, after having had the good fortune to 
take a turkiſh ſtandard, was deſperately wounded in the 
thigh, and obliged to quit his horſe ; finding himſelf in 
ſuch an helpleſs condition, he had wrapped his acqui- 
ſuion round his body, that whatever mage happen, 
and his glory ſhould not be partes ;,and thus ſhrouded 
among the 3 and the dead, he had obſerved the 
progreſs of hour heroine, who ſtalked about the field, 
like another Atrapos, finiſhing, wherever ſhe came, 
the work of death: he did not at all daubt, that he 
himſelf would be viſited in the courſe of her peregri- 
nations, and therefore provided for her reception, 
with a piitol ready cock'd in his hand, while he lay 
perdue beneath his covert, in all appearance bereft of 
life, He was not deceived in his prognoſtic ; ſhe no 
ſooner eyed the golden creſcent, than, inflamed with 
curiolity or cupidity, ſhe directed thitherward her 
ſteps, and diſcerning the carcaſe of a man, from 
which, ſhe thought, there would be a neceſſity for 
diſengagaing it, ſhe lifted up her weapon, in order 
to make ſure of her purchaſe ; and in the very inſtant 
of diſcharging her blow, received a brace of bullets. 
in her brain. 
Thus ended the mortal pilgrimage of this modern 
mazon ; who, in point of courage, was not inferior 
o Semiramis, Tomyris, Zenobia, Thaleſtris, or an 
doaſted heroine of ancient times, It cannot be ſup- 
1242 B poſed 


s _ The ADVENTURES of 
"poſed th:t this cataſtrophe made a very deepimpreſſion 
bo the mind of works. robert who lied of then 
attained the ninth year of his age, and been for a con- 
ſiderable time weaned from her maternal careſſes; ef. 
pecially, as he felt no wants nor grievances in the fa. 
mily of the count, who favoured him with a particu. 
lar ſhare of indulgence, becauſe he perceived in him 
'a ſpirit of docility, inſinuation, and ſagacity, far above 
his years. He did not, however, fail to lament the 
untimely fate of his mother, with ſuch filial exprel. 
(Hons of forrow, as till more intimately recommended 
him to his patron; who, being himſelf a man of ex. 
'traordinary "benevolence, looked upon the boy as: 
Fate) of natural affection, and foreſaw in his future 
ervices a fund of gratitude and attachment, that could 
not fail to render him a valuable acquiſition to his fa. 
I 125 his dn country he had often ſeen connections o 
that ſort, which having been planted in the infancy d 
the adherent, had grown up to a ſurpriſing pitch of 
fidelity and friendſhip, that no temptation could bizk, 
and no danger diſſolve. He therefore rejoiced in the 
hope of ſeeing his on fon accommodated with ſuch 
"a faithful attendant, in the perſon of young Fathom 
"on hom he reſolved to beſtow the fame education 
he Had 'planued for the other, though conveyed in 
ſuch a manner as ſhould be ſuitable to the ſphere in 
which he was ordained to move. In confequence 
of theſe determinations, our young adventurer led 
very eaſy life, in _—_— page to the count, in whol 
tent he lay upon a pallet, cloſe to his field-bed, ant 
often diverted him with his childiſh prattle in the 
Engliſh tongue, which the more ſeldom his maſte 
had occaſion to ſpeak, he the more delighted to heat 
In the exerciſe of his ſunction, che boy was incredibh 
aſſiduous and alert; far from negleQing the little 
— ages his duty, and embarking in the mil 
Hievous amuſemeats of the children belonging to thi 
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Acious-and-anticipating ; and in the whole of his be- 
haviour ſeemed to expreſs the moſt vigilant ſenſe of 
his patron's goodneſs and generoſity ; nay, to ſuch a 
degree had theſe ſentiments, in all appearance, opera- 
ted upon his reflection, that one morning, ' while he 
ſuppoſed the count aſleep, he crept ſoftly to his bed - 
ſide, and, gently kiſſing his hand, which happened 
to be/uncovered,: pronwuneed, in a low voice, a'moſt 
fervent prayer in his behalf, beſeeching heaven to 
ſhower down beſſings upon him, as the widow's 
friend and the orphan's father: this benediction was 
not loſt upon the count, Who chanced to be awake 
and heard it with admiration; but what rivetted _ 
Ferdinand in his good graccs, was a diſcovery that 
our youth made, while. his maſter was upon duty in 
the trenches before Belgrade F 5 
Two foot ſoliders ſtanding centry near the door of 
the tent, were captivated with the ſight: of ſome valua- 
ble. movcables belonging to it; and ſuppoſing, in 
their great wiſdom, that the city of Belgrade was too 
well fortified to be taken during that campaign, they 
came to a reſolution of withdrawing theinſelves from 
the ſevere ſervice of the trenches, by deſerting to the 
enemy, after they ſhould have rified count Melvil's tent 
of the furniture by which they where ſo powerfully 
allured; the particulars of this plan were concerted 
an the French language, which, they imagined, would 
ſcreen them from all riſk of being detected, in caſe 
they ſhould be overheard, though, as there was no 
living creature in ſight, they had no reaſon. to believe 
that any yo ſon was privyto their converſation, Ne- 
vertheleſs, they were miſtaken in both theſe conjec- 
tures. Theconfetence reached the ears of Fathom, who 

was at the other end of the tent, and had perceived the 
enger looks with which they conſidered ſome parts of 
the furniture: he had penetration enough to ſuſpect 
their defire, and alarmed by that ſuſpicion, liſtened 
auentively to their diſcourſe, which, from a ſlender 
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knowledge in the French tongue, he had the good 


fortune partly to underſtand. : bo 
This important piece of intelligence he communicat- 
ed to the count at his return, and meaſures were imme- 
diately taken to defeat the deſign, and make an exam- 
ple of the authors, who being permitted to load them- 
ſelves with the booty, were apprehended in their re- 
treat, and puniſhed with death, according, to their 
demerits. ALT | 
CHAP, V. 
A brief detail of his education. 
Othing could have more ſeaſonably happen- 
ed, to comfirm the good opinion which the 
colonel entertained of Ferdinand's principles: his 
intentions towards the boy grew every day more and 
more warm; and immediately after the peace of Paſ- 
ſarowitz, he retired to his own houſe at Preſburg, 
and preſented young Fathom to his lady, not only as 
the fon of a perſon to whom he owed his life, but 
alſo as a lad who merited his peculiar protecton and 
regard by his own perſonal virtue. The counteſs, who 
was an Hungarian, received him with great kindneſs 
and affability, and her ſon was raviſhed with the pro- 
2 of enjoying ſuch a companion: in ſhort, fortune 
ſeemed to have provided for him an aſylum, in which 
he might be ſafely trained up, and ſuitably prepared 
for more important ſcenes of life, than any of his an- 
ceſtors had ever known. ' 

He was not, in all reſpects, entertained on the foot- 
ing of his young maſter; yet he ſhared in all his educa- 
tion and amuſements, as one whom the old gentleman 
was fully determined to qualify for the ſtation of an 
officer in the ſervice : and if he did not eat with the 
count, he was every day regaled wich choice bits from 
his table; holding, as it were, a middle place be- 
tween the rank of a relation, and favoured domeſtic, 
Although his patron maintained a tutor in the houſe, 
to ſuperintend the conduct of his heir, he committed 
the charge of his learning to the inſtructions of a pub. 
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lic ſchool ; where, he imagined, the boy would im- 
bibe a laudable ſpirit of emulation among his fellows, 
which could not fail of turning out to the advantage 
of his education. Ferdinand was entered in the ſame 
academy; and the two-lads proceeded equally in the- 
paths of erudition; a mutual friendſhip and intima- 
cy ſoon enſued, and, notwithſtanding the levity and 
caprice commonly diſcernable in the behaviour of 
ſuch boys, very few, or rather no quarrels happened in 
the courſe of their communication. Yet their diſpo- 
fitions were altogether different, and their talents 
unlike. Nay, this diſhmilarity was the very bond of 
their union; becauſe it prevented that jealouſy and 
rivalſhip which often interrupts the harmony of two 
warm cotemporaries. ä 

- The young count made extraordinary progreſs in 
the exerciſes of the ſchool, though he ſeemed to 
take very little pains in the cultivation of his ſtudies; 
and became a perfect hero in all the athletic diverſions 
of his fellow ſcholars ; but, at the ſame time, exhi- 
bited ſuch a baſhful appearance, and uncouth addreſs, 
that his mother deſpaired of ever ſeeing him improv- 
ed into any degree of polite behaviour. On the other 
hand, Fathom, who was in point of learning a mere 
dunce, became, even in his childhood, remarkable 
among the ladies for his genteel deportment and viva- 
city; they admired the proficiency he made under 
the directions of his dancing-malter, the air with which: 
he performed his oberſance at his entrance and exit; 
— bv charmed with the agreeable aſſurance and 
hvely ſallies of his converſation; while they expref- 
ſed the utmoſt concern and diſguſt at the boot iſh de- 
meanqur of his companinon, whoſe extorted bows: 
reſembled che pawings of a mule, who hung his head 
ia ſilence like a detected ſheep-ſtealer, who: fat in 
company under the moſt aukward expreſſions of con- 
ſtreint sud whoſe diſcourſe never exceeded the fimple 
monoſyNebles of negation and aſſent. 

e did.all the. ſemales-of de fawily propoſe 
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ta him young Fathom, as a pattern and: reproach': he 
remained unaltered by all their efforts and expoſtula- 
tions, and allowed our adventurer to enjoy the tri- 
- umph of his praiſe, while he himſelf was conſcious 

of his own — in thoſe qualifications which 
ſeemed of more real importance:thaw the mere exte- 
riors and forms of life. His preſent ambition was 
not to make a figure at his father's table, but to eclipſe 
his rivals at ſchool, and to acquire an influence and 
authority among theſe confedrates. Nevertheleſs, Fa- 
thom might poſſibly have fallen under his diſplcaſure 
or contempt, had not that pliant genius found means 
to retain bis friendſhip, by feaſonble compliance and 
ſubmiſſion; for, the fole ſtudy, or at leaſt the chief 
aim of Ferdinand, was to make himſelf neceſſary and 
agreeable to thoſe on whom his dependance was pla- 
ced : his talent was in this particular ſuited: to his in- 
clination; he ſeemed to have inherited it from his 
mother's womb; and without all doubt, would have 
raiſed upon it a moſt admirable ſuperſtructure of for- 
tune and applauſe, had not it been inſeparably yoked 
with a moſt inſidious principle of felf-love, that grew 
up with him from the cradle, and left no room in his 
heart for the leaſt particie of ſocial virtue. This laſt, 
however, he knew ſo well how to counterfeit, by 
means of a large ſhare of ductility and diſſimulati- 
on, that, ſurely, he was calculated by nature to dupe 
even the maſt cautions, and gratify his appetites, by 
levying contributions on all mankind. 

So little are the common inſtructors of youth quali- 
fied to judge the capacities of thoſe who are under 
their tutelage end care, that Fathom, by dint of his 
inſinuating arts, made ſhift to paſs upon the ſchool- 
maſter as a lad of quick parts, in deſpite of a natural 
inaptitude to retain his leſſons, which all his induſtry 
eonld never overcome. In order 'to remedy, or ra- 
ther to cloak this defect in his underſtanding, he bad 
always recourſe to the friendſhip of the young count, 
who freely permitted him to — — 
U | unt 
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16 © until a ſmall accident happened, which had well nigh 
"of put aſtop to theſe inſtances of his generoſity. The ad- 

* venture, inconſiderable as it is, we ſhall record, as 
us the firſt overt · act of Ferdinand's true character, as 
ch well as an illuſtration of the opinion we have advan- 
* ced touching the blind and injudicious deciſions of a, 
23 right pedagogue. 


le Among other taſks impoſed by the pedant upon the 
id form, to which our two companions belonged, they 
were one evening ordered to tranſlate a chapter of 
re Cæſar's commentaries. Accordingly the young count. 
_ went to work, and performed the undertaking with 
d great elegance and diſpatch; Fathom, having ſpent 
ef the night in more effeminate amuſe ments, was next 
d morning ſo much hurried for want of time, that in 
a. histranſcription he neglected to inſert a few variations 
n. from the text, theſe being the terms on which he 
is was allowed to uſe it; ſo that it was verbatim a co 
Ve of the original. As thoſe exerciſes were always dee 
r- livered in a heap, ſubſcribed with the ſeveral names 
d of the boys to whom they belonged ; the ſchoolmaſ- 
* ter chanced to peruſe the verſion of Ferdinand, be- 
is fore he looked into any of the reſt, and could nat 
t, help beſtowiug upon it particular marks of approba- 
y tion: the next that fell under examination was that of 
1 the young count, When he immediately perceived the 
” ſameneſs, and, far from imputing it to the true cauſe, 
y upbraided him with having copied the exerciſe of our 
adventurer, and inſiſted upon chaſtiſing him upon 
is the ſpot for his want of application, ; 
er Had not the young gentleman thought his honour 
in was concerned, he would have ſubmitted to the 
* uniſhment without murmu ing; but he inherited, 
l m his parents, the pride of two fierce nations, and 
y being overwhelmed with reproaches for that which, 


. he imagined ought to have redounded to his glory, he 
d could not brook the indignity, and boldly affirmed, 
t mat he himſelf was the original, to whom Ferdinand 
s, was beholden for his 6 Aa The ſchoomaſ- 

HS 4 ter, 
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ter, nettled to find himſelf miſtaken in his judgement, 
reſolved that the count ſhould have no cauſe to exult 
in the diſcovery he had made, and, like a true flog- 
ger, actually whipt him for having allowed Fathom 
to copy his exerciſe. Nay, in the hope of vindicat- 
ing his own penetration, he took an opportunity of 
queſtioning Ferdinand in private concerning the cir- 
cumſtances of the tranſlation, and, our hero perceiv- 
ing his drift, gave him ſuch artful and ambiguous 
an{wers, as perſuaded him, that the young count had 
acted the part of a plagiary, and that the other had 
been reſtrained from Sing himſelf juſtice, by the 
conſideration of his own dependance. 

This profound director did not fail, in honour of 
his own diſcernment, to whiſper about the miſrepre- 
ſentation, as an inſtance of the young count's inſolence, 
and Fathom's humility and good ſenſe. The ſtory 
was circulated among the — eſpecially the 
maids belonging to the family, whoſe favour our hero 
had acquired by his engaging behaviour ; and at length 
it reached the ears of his patron, who, incenſed at 
his ſon's preſumption and inhoſpitality, called him 
to a ſevere account, Wher the young gentleman abſo- 
Intely denied the truth-of the allegation, and appealed 
to the evidence of Fathom himſelf. Our adventurer 
was accordingly ſummoned by the father, and encou- 
raged to declare the truth, with an aſſuance of his con- 
ſtant protection; upon which Ferdinand very wiſcly 
fell upon his knees, and, while the tears guſhed from 
his eyes, 2 the young count of the imputation, 
and expreſſed his apprehenſion, that the report had 
been ſpread by ſome of his enemies, who wantcd to 


preſudice him in the opinion of his patron. 


The old gentleman was not fatisfied of his ſon's 
integrity by this declaration ; beirg naturally of a ge- 
nerous diſpoſition, highly! prepoſſeſſed in favour! of 
the poor orphan, and chagrined at the uapromiſmng 
appearance of his heir, he ſuſpected that Fatbom was 
over-awed by the fear of giving offeuce, and that, 

* not- 
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notwithſtanding: what he had ſaid, the cafe really 
ſtood as it had been repreſented. In this perſuakon, 
he earneſtly exhorted his fon to reſiſt and combat 
with any impulſe he wight feel within himſelf, tend- 
ing to ſelfiſhneſs, fraud, or impoſition ; to encourage 
every ſentiment of candour and benevolence, and to 

behave with moderation and aftability .to.all his fel- 

low-creatures, He laid upon him ſtrong, injunctions, 

not without a mixture of threats, to conſider Fathom 

as the object of his peculiar regard; to reſpect him 

as the ſon of the count's preſerver, as a Briton, a 

ſtranger, and, above all, an helpleſs orphan, to whom 

the rigtus of hoſpitality were doubly due. 

Such admonitions were not loſt upon the youth, 
who, under the rough huſk of his perſqnal exhibi- 
tion, poll. fled a large ſhare of generous fenſibility-z 
without any formal profeſſions to his father, he re- 
ſolved to govern himſelf according to his remon- 
ſirances ; and, far from conceiving the lealt ſpark of 
animoſity againſt Fathom, he looked upon the poor 
boy as the innocent cauſe. of his, diſgrace, and redou- 
bled his kindneſs towards him, that his honour might 
never again be called in queſtion upon the ſame ſub- 
jet. Nothing is more liable to miſconſtruction than 
an act of uncommon generoſity; one half of the world 
miſtake the motive, from want of ideas to conceive 
an inſtance of beneficence that ſoars ſo high above the 
level of their on ſentiments; and the reſt ſuſpect it 
of ſomething ſiniſter or ſelfiſh, from the ſuggeſtions 
of their own ſordid and vicious inclinations The 
young count ſubjected himſelf to ſuch miſinterpreta- 
tion, among thoſe who obſerved the increaſed warmth 
of civility and complaiſance in his behaviour to Fer- 
dinand : they aſcribed it to his defire of ſtill proſit- 
ing by our adventu: er's ſuperior talents, by which 
alone they ſuppoſed him enabled to maintain any de- 
gree-of reputation at ſchool ; or to che fear of being 
convicted by him of ſome miſdemeanour of which 


be knew himſelf guilty. Theſe ſuſpicions were not 
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effaced by the conduct of Ferdinand, who, when te 
examined on the ſubject, managed his anſwers in ſuch W m 
a manner, as confirmed their conjeEtures, while he W ue 
pretended to refute them, and at the ſame time ac- fo 
quired to himſelf credit for his extraordinary difcre. i b. 
tion and ſelf-denial. 5 as 
If he exhibited ſach a proof of ſagacity in the te 
-twelſth year of his age, what might not be expected he 
from his fineſſe in the maturity of his faculties and 

experience? Thus ſecured in the good graces of the th 
whole family, he ſaw the days of his puerility glide Ve 
along in the moſt agreeable. elapſe of careſſes and MW ® 
amuſement. He never fairly plunged into the ſtream tie 
of ſchool-education, but, by floating on the ſurface, te 
imbibed a ſmall tincture of thoſe different ſciences {MW Þc 
which his maſter pretended to teach: in ſhort, he re- he 
ſembled thoſe vagrant ſwallows that {kim along the m 
level of ſome pool or river, without venturing to wet hi 
one feather in their wings, except in the accidental 27 
' purſuit of an inconſiderable fly. Yet, though his ca-. be 
pacity or inclination was unſuited for ſtudies of this {WM P. 
kind, he did not fail to manifeſt a perfect genius in de 
the acquiſition of other more profitable arts. Over N. 
and above the accompliſhments of addreſs, for which 
he hath been already celebrated, he excelied all his fo 
fellows in his dexterity at fives and billiards; was al. *© 
together unrivalled in his ſcill at draughts and back. 
gammon; began even at thefe years, to underſland th 
the moves and ſchemes of cheſs; and made himſelf a ca 
mere adept in the myſtery of cards, which he learned in 
in the courſe of his aſſiduities and attention to the ſe· 20 
males of the houſe. =, 


y be 
CHAP. VI. he 
Ile meditates ſchemes of importance. 10 


17 wis in theſe parties that he attratted the notice f 
and friendſhip of his patron's daughter, a girl by * 
two years older than himſelf, who was not inſenſible 
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to his qualifications, and looked upon him with the 
moſt favourable eyes of prepoſſeſſion. Whether or 
not he at this period of his life began to project plaus 
for availing himſelf of her ſuſcentbility, is uncertain; 
but without all doubt he cultivated her eſteem with 
as obſequious and ſubmiſſive attention as if he had al- 
ready formed the deſigu, which, in his advanced age, 
he attempted to put in execution. | 
Divers circumſtances conſpired. to promote him in 
the favour of this young lady; the greenneſs of his 
years ſecured him from any ſuſpicion of fallacious 
aim; ſo that he was indulged in {requent opportuni- 
ties.of converſing with his young miſtreſs, whoſe pa- 
rents encouraged this communication, by which they 
hoped ſhe, would improve in ſpeaking the Ianguage of 
her father. Such connections naturally produce inti- 
macy and. friendſhip. Fathom's perſon was agreeable, 
his talents calculated for the. meridian of thole parties, 
and his manners fo engaging, that there would have 
been no juſt ſubject for wonder, had he made an im- 
preſſion upon the tender uncxperienced heart of ma- 
demoiſelle de Melvil, whoſe beauty was not ſo at- 
tractive 2s to extinguiih his hope, in raiſing up a num- 


ber of formidable rivals; though her expectations of 


fortune were ſuch as commonly lend additional luſtre | 
to perſonal merit, 

All theſe conſiderations were ſo many ſteps towards 
the ſucceſs of Ferdinand's pretenſions; and though he 
cannot be ſuppoſed to have perceived them at firſt, he 
in the ſequel ſeemed perſectly well apprized of his. 
advantages, and uſed them to the full extent of his fa- 
culties. Obſerving that ſhe delighted in muſic, he 
betook himſelf to the ſtudy of that. art, and, by dint | 
of application and a tolerable ea, learned of himſelf 
to accompany her with a German flute, while ſhe 
ſung and played upon the harplichord., The count, 
ſeeing his inclination, and the progreſs he had made, 
relulved that his capecity ſhould not be loſt for want 
ol cultivation; and accordiugly provided him with a 

2 B 6 maſter, ' 
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maſter, by whom he was inſtuced'in the principles 
of the art, and ſoon became a proficient in playing 
upon the violin. 

In the practice of theſe improvernents and avoca- 
tions, and 1n attendance upon his young maſter, whom 
he took care never to diſoblige or neglett, he attained 
id the age of ſixteen, without feeling the leaſt abate. 
ment in the friendſhip and generoſity of thoſe upon 

_ Whom he depended ; but, on the contrary, receiving 
every day freſh marks of their bounty and regard. 
He had before this time been ſmit with the ambition 
of making a conqueſt of the young lady's heart, and 
forefaw manifold advantages to himſelf in becoming 
ſon-in-law to count Melvil, who, he never donbted, 
would ſoon be reconciled to the match, if once it 
could be effeQuated without his knowledge. Al- 
though he thought he had great reaſon to believe that 
mademoiſelle looked upon him with an eye of pecu- 
har favour, his diſpoſition was happily tempered with 
an ingredient of caution, that hindered him from act- 
ing with precipitation; and he had diſcerned in the 
young lady's deportment certain indications of Jofti- 
neſs and pride, which kept him in the utmoſt vigi- 

= lance and circumſpection; for he knew, that, by a 
premature declaration, he ſhould run the riſk of for- 
feiling all the advantages he had gained, and blaſting 
thole expectations that now bloſſomed fo gailey in 
his heart, | ; 

Reſtricted by theſe reflections, he afted at a wary 
diſtance, and determined to proceed by the method of 
ſap; and, ſummoning all his artifice and attractions 
to his aid, employed them under the inſidious cover 
of profound reſpeR, in order to undermine thoſe bul- 

Warks of haughtineſs or diſcretion, which other- 

wiſe might have rendered his approaches to her im- 

practicable. With a view to enhance the value of his 

company, and ſound her ſentiments at the ſame time, 

he became more reſerved than uſual, and fſeldomer 

engaged iti her parties of muſic and cards; yet, in = 
2 mid 
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midſt of his reſerve, he never failed in thoſe demon- 
ſtrations of reverence and regard, Which he knew 
perfectly well how to expreſs, but deviſed ſuch ex- 
cauſes for his abſence, as ſhe could not help admit- 
ting. In conſequence. of this affected ſhyneſs, ſhe 
more than once genily chid him for his negle& and 
indifference, obſerving, with an womical air, that he 
was now too much of a man to be entertained with 
ſuch effeminate diverſions ; but her reproofs were pro- 
nounced with too much eaſe and good humour to be 
agreeable to our hero, who deſired to ſee her ruffled 
and chagrined at his abſence, and to hear himſelf re- 
buked with an angry affectation of diſdain, This 
effort, therefore, he remforced- with the moſt capti- 
vating carriage he could aſſume, in thoſe hours which 
he now fo ſparingly beſtowed upon his miſtreſs: he 
regaled her with all the entertaining ſtories he could 
learn or invent, particularly fuch as he thought would 


juſtify and recommend the levelling power of love, 


that knows no diſtinftions of fortune. He ſung no- 


thing but tender airs and paſſionate complaints, com- 


poſed by deſponding or deſpairing ſwains; and, to 


render his performances of this kind the more pathe- 


tic, interlarded them with ſome ſeaſonable fighs, 
while the tears, which he had ever at command, ſtood 
collected in eicher eve. 

It was impoſſible for her to overlook ſuch ſtudied 
emotions; ſhe in a jocoſe manner taxed him with have 
ing loſt his heart, rallied the exceſs of his paſſion, and 
in a merry ſtrain undertook to be an advocate for. his 
love. Her behaviour was ſtill wide of his wiſh and 
expettation: he thought ſhe would, in conſequence of 
her diſcovery, have betrayed {ome intereſted ſym 
tomy; that her face would have undergone ſome 
vourable ſuffuſion ; that her tongue would have faul- 
tered, her breaſt heaved, and her whole deportment 
betokened internal agitation and diſorder; in which 
caſe, he meant to profit by the happy impreſſion, 


and declare himſelf, beſore ſhe could poſſibly _ 
c 
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tet the dictates of her pride.' Baffled however in his 
endeavours, by tbe ſerenity of the young lady,'which - 
he {till deemed equivocal, he had recourſe to another 


experiment, by which he believed he ſhould make a 
\ diſcovery of her ſentiments beyond all poſſibility of 


— — 


doubt. One day, while he accompanied mademoi- 
ſelle in her exerciſes of muſic, he pretended all of a 
ſudden to be taken ill, and counterfeited a-{woon in 
her apartment. Surpriſcd at this accident, ſhe ſcream- 
ed aloud, but far from running to his aſſiſtance, with 
the tranſports and diſtraction of a lover, ſhe ordered 
her maid, who was preſent, to ſupport his head, and 
went in perſon to call for more help: he was accord- 
ingly removed to his own chamber, where, willing to 
be {till more certified of her inclinations, he prolonged + 
the farce, and lay groaning under the pretence ot a 
levere fever. 

The whole family was alarmed upon this occaſion; 
for, as we have already obſerved, he was an univerſal 
favourite, He was immediately viſited by the old 
count and his lady, who expreſſed the utmolt concei n 
at his diſtemper, ordered him to be carefully attended, 
and ſent for a+ phyſician without loſs of time. The 
young gentleman would ſcarce ſtir from his bed-ſide, 
where he miniſtred unto him with all. the demonitra- 
tions of brotherly affection; and miſs exhorted him 
to keep up his ſpirits, with many expreſſions of unte- 
ſerved ſympathy and regard; nevertheleſs, he ſaw 
nothieg in her behaviour but what might be naturally 
expected from common friendſhip, and a compaſſion- 
ate diſpoſition, and was very much mortified at his 
diſappointment. 2 
Whether the miſcarriage actually affected bis con- 
ſtitution, or the doctor happened to be miſtaken in 
his diagnoſtics, We ſhall not preiend to determine; 
but the patient was certainly treated ſecundum artem, 
and all his complaints in a. little time realized; for 
the phyiician, like a true graduate, had an eye to the 
apothecary in his preſcriptions; and ſuch was the 
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concern and ſcrupulous care with which our hero was 
attended, that the orders of the faculty were per- 
formed wit hthe utmoſt punctuality. He was blood- 
ed, vomited, purged and bliltered, in the uſual forms 
(for the phyſicians of Hungary are generally as well 
{killed in the arts of their occupation, as any other 
leaches under the ſun), and ſwallowed a whole dif- 
penſary of boluſſes, draughts, and apozems, by which 
means he became fauly delirious in three days, and 
ſo untractable, that he could be no longer managed 
according to rule; otherwiſe, in all likelihood, the 
world would never have enjoyed the beneitt of theſe 
adventures. In ſhort, his ee though unable 
to cope with two ſuch formible antagoniſts as the 
doctor and the diſeaſe he had conjured up, was no 
ſooner rid of the one, than it eaſily got the better of 
the other ; and though Ferdinand, after all, found 
his grand aim unaccompliſhed, his malady was pro- 
ductive of a conſequence, which, though he had not 
foreſeen it, he did not fail to convert to his own uſe 
and advantage, 


C HAP. VII. 


Engages in partnerſhip with a female aſſociate, in order 
to put his talents in action. 


W LE he diſplayed his qualifications in order 
to intrap the heart of his young miſtreſs, he 
had unwittingly enflaved the one of her maid, 
This attendant was allp a favourite of the young lady, 
and, though her ſenior by two or three good years at 
leaſt, unqueſtionably her ſuperior in point of perſonal 
beauty; ſhe moreover poſleſſed a good ſtock of cun- 
ning and diſcernment, and was turniſhed by nature 
with a very amorous complexion, Theſe circum» 
flances being premiſed, the reader will not be ſur- 
priſed to find her ſmitten by thoſe uncommon quali- 
fications which we have celebrated in young F = 
She had in good ſooth long fighed in ſecret, under the 
powertul influence of his charms, and practiſed ** 
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him all thoſe little arts, by which a woman ſtrives to 
attt act the admiration, and enſnare the heart of a man 
ſne loves; but all his faculties were employed upon 
the plan Which he had already projected; that was 
the goal of his whole attention, to which all his 
mea ſures tended; and whether or not he perceived 
the impreſſion he had made upon Tereſa, he never 
gave her the leaſt rea ſon to believe he was conſcious 
of his victory, until he found himſelf baffled in his 
deſign upon the heart of her miſtreſs. She therefore 
perſevered in her diſtant attempts to allure him, with 
the uſual coquetries of dreſs and addreſs, and in the 
ſweet hope of proſiting by his (ſulceptibility, made 
ift to ſuppreſs her feelings, and keep her paſſion 
within bounds, until his ſuppoſed danger alarmed her 
fears, and raiſed ſuch a tumult within her breaſt, that 
"ſhe couid no longer coneeal her love, but gave a looſe 
to her ſorrow in the moſt im moderate expreſſions of 
anguĩſhand affliction, and, while his delirium laſted, be- 
ha vetl with all theagitation of a de ſpairing ſhepherdeſs. 

Ferdinand was, or pretended to be, the laſt per ſon 

in the family who underſtoou the ſituation of her 
thoughts; when he perceived her paſſion, he entered 
into deliberation with himſelf, and taſked' his reflec- 
tion and foreſight, in order to diſcover how beſt he 
might convert this conqueſt to his on advantage. 

Here, then, that we may negle&- no opportunity of 

doing juſtice to our hero, it will be proper to obſerve, 

that howſoever-unapt his underſtanding might be to 
receive and retain the uſual culture of the ſcbools, he 
was naturally a genius ſelf-taught, in point of ſa- 
gacity and invention. He dived imo the characters of 
mankind, with a penetration peculiar to himſelf; and 
had he been admitted as a pupil in auy political aca- 

demy, would have certainly become one of the ableſt 
ſtateſmen in Europe. ; 

Having revolved all the probable conſequences of 
ſuch a connection, he determined to proſecute. an 
amour with the lady whoſe RNC ION) 
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becauſe he hoped to intereſt her as an auxiliary in his 
grand ſcheme upon mademoiſelle, which he did not 
as yet think proper to lay aſide; for, he was not 
more ambitious in the plan, than indefatigable in the- 
proſecution of it. He knew it would be impoſſible 
to execute his aims upon the count's daughter under 
the eye of Tereſa, whoſe natural diſcernment would 
be whetted with jealouſy, and who would watch his 
conduct, and thwart his progreſs with all the vigi- 
lance and ſpite of a flighted maiden. On the other 


hand, he did not doubt of being able to bring her 


over to his mtereſt, by the influence he had- already- 


gained, or might afterwards acquire over her pal- 


tons; in which caſe ſhe would effectually c{pouſe' 
his cauſe, and employ her good offices with her miſ- 
treſs in his behalf : beſides, he was induced by ano- 
ther motive, which, though ſecondary, did not fail 
in this caſe to have an effect upon his determinations 
He looked upon Tereſa with the eyes of appetite, 
which he longed to gtatify: for he was not at all 
dead to the inſtigations of the fleſh, though he had 
philoſophy enough to reſiſt them, when he thought 
they interfered with his intereſt, Here the caſe was 
= different: his deſire happened to be upon the 
ide of his advamage ; and therefore reſolving to in- 
duige it, he no ſooner found himſelf in a condition 
to manage ſuch an adventure, than he began to make 
gradual advances in point of warmth and particular 
complacency to the love- ſick maid. 

He firſt of all thanked her, in the moſt grateful 
terms, for the concern ſhe had manifeſted at his dife 
temper, and the kind ſervices he had received from 
her during the courſe of it; he treated her upon all 
occaſions with unuſual affability and regard, aſſidu- 
ouſly couried her acquaintance and converſation, and 
contracted ay intimacy that, in a litile time, produced 
a declaration Þf love. Although her heart was too 
much intendched to hold out againſt all the forms of 
allault, far from yielding at dulcreiious ſhe ſtood upon 
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honourable terms, with great obſtinacy of punctilio; 
and while ſhe owned he was maſter of her inclina- hi 
tions, gave him. to underſtand, with a peremptory 
and reſolute air, that he ſhould never make a con- 
queſt of her virtue : obſerving, that if the paſſion he 
profeſſed was genuine, he would not ſcruple to give d. 
ſuch a proof of it, as would at once convince her of 


3 


his ſincerity; and that he could have no juſt cauſe to 0 
refuſe her that ſatis faction, ſhe being his equal in point th 
of birth and ſituation : for, if he was the companion Þ 
and favourite of the young count, ſhe was the friend 8 
and confidante of mademoiſelle. cl 
He acknowledged the ſtrength of her argument, 8 
and that her condeſcenſion was greater than his de- 
ſerts, but objected againſt the propoſal, as infinitely th 
prejudicial to the fortunes of them both. He repre- * 
lented the ſtate of dependance in which they mutually 7 
ſtood; their utter incapacity to ſupport one another 1. 
under the conſequences of a precipitate match, clan- © 
deſtinely made, without the conſent and concurrence n 
of their patrons ; he diſplayed, with great cloquence, a 
all thoſe gay expectations they had reaſon to enter- 2 
tain, from that eminent degree of favour which they fi 
had alrcady ſecured in the family; and ſet forth, in ſ 
the molt alluring colours, thoſe enchanting ſcenes of t 
pleaſures they might enjoy in each other, without 8 


that diſagreeable conſciouineſs of a nuptial chain, pro- 2 
vided ſhe would be his affociate in the execution of \ 
a plan which he had projected for their reciprocal 2 
convenience. | 
Having thus inflamed her love of pleaſure and cu- 
noltty, be, with great caution, hinted his deſign c 
upon the young lady's fortune, and” perceiving her . 
liſtening with the moſt greedy attention, and per- 
ſectly ripe for the conſpiracy, he diſcloſed his inten- 
tion at full length, aſſuring her, with the moſt folemn 
proteſtations of love and attachment, that could he 
once make himſelf legal poſſeſſor of as eſtate which 
mademoiſelle inherited by the will of a deceaſed 
| Tunt, 
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aunt, his dear Tereſa ſhould reap the happy fruits of 

his afMlucnce, and wholly engroſs his time and atten- 

tion. 

Such a baſe declaration our hero would not have 
ventured to make, had he not implicitly believed the 
damſel was as great a latitudinarian as himſelf, in 

int of morals and principle; and been welt aſſured, 

| that though he ſhould be miſtaken in her way of 

| thinking, ſo far as to be threatened with a detection 
of his purpoſe, he would always have it in his power 
to refute her accuſation as mere calumny, by the 
character he had hitherto maintained, and the cir- 

cumſpection of his future conduct. ; 

He ſeldom or never erred in his obſervations on 
the human heart. Tereſa, inſtead of diſapproving, 
reliſhed the plan in general, with demonſtrations of 
ſingular ſatisſaction: ſhe at once conceived all-the ad- 
vantageous conſequences of ſuch a ſcheme, and per- 
ceived in it only one flaw, Which, however, ſhe did 
not think incurable. This defect was no other than 
a ſufficient bond of union, by which they might be 
effectually tied down to their mutual intereſt. She 
foreſaw, that in caſe Ferdinand ſhould obtain poſ- 
ſeſſion of the prize, he might, with great eaſe, — 
their contract, and diſavow her claim of participation, 
She therefore demanded ſecurity, and propoſed, as 
a preliminary of the agreement, thet he ſhould pri- 
vately take her to wife, with a view to diſpel all her 
apprehenſions of his inconſtancy or deceit, as ſuch a 
N engagement would be a check upon his be- 

aviour, and keep him ſtrictly to the letter of their 
contract. 

He could not help ſubſcribing to the righteouſneſs 

of this prapoſal, which, nevertheleſs, he would heve 

willingly waved, on the ſuppoſition that they could 
not poſhbly be joined in the bands of wedlock with 
ſuch ſecrecy as the nature of the cafe abſolutely re- 
quired. This would have been a difficulty ſoon re- 
moved, had the ſcene of the tranſaction been laid = 
| | e 
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the metropolis of England, where paſſengers are plied 
in the ſtreets by clergymen, who proſtitute their cha- 
racters and conſciences for hire, in defiance of all 7 
decency and law; but in the kingdom of Hungary, | 
eecleſiaſtics ate more {ſcrupulous in the exerciſe of their 
function, and the objection was, or ſuppoſed to be, 
altogether inſurmountable; ſo that they were fain to ] 
have recourſe to an expedient, with which, after ſome 1 
heſitation, our ſhe-adventurer was ſatisfied. They 


joined hands in the fight of heaven, which they called 5 
to witneſs, and to judge the ſincerity of their vows, 2 
and engaged, in a voluntary oath, to confirm their "4 
union by the ſanction of the church, whenever a con- f, 
venient opportunity for ſo doing ſhould occur. h 
The ſcruples of Tereſa being thus removed, ſhe t 
admitted Ferdinand to the privileges of a huſband, * 
which he enjoyed in ſtolen interviews, and readily a 
undertook to exert her whole power in promoting 1 
his ſuit with her young miſtreſs, becauſe ſhe now f, 
conſidered his intereſt as inſeparably connected with . 
her own. Surely nothing could be more abſurd or by 
prepoſtęrous than the articles of this covenant, which 5 
ſhe inſiſted upon with ſuch inflexibility, How could * 
ſhe ſuppoſe that her pretended lover would be re- p 
{trained by an oath, when the very occaſion of in- 8 
curring it was an intention to act in violation of all 55 
laws human and divine: and yet ſuch ridiculous con- IF 
Juration 18 commonly the cement of every conſpiracy, 1 
how dark, how treacherous, how impious ſocver it h 
may be. A certain ſign that there are ſome remains ſc 
of religion left in the human mind, even-atter every 7 
moral ſentiment hath abandoned it; and that the molt, 5 
execrable ruffian ſinds means to quiet the ſuggeſtions h 
of his conſcience, by ſome reverſionary hope of hea- 1 
ven's forgivencls, | 2 
* * d 
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CHAP, VIII. 


"Their firſt attempt ; with a digreſſion which ſome readers 


may think impertinent, 


E this as it will, our lovers, though real volup- 
1D tuarics, amidſt the firlt tranſports of their enjoy- 
ment, did not negle the great palitical aim of their 
conjunction. Tereſa's bed-chamber, to which our 
hero conſtantly repaired at midnight, was the ſcene 


of their deliberations, and there it was determined, 
that the damſel, in order to avoid ſuſpicion, ſhould 


feign herſelf irritated at the indifference of Ferdinand, 
her paſſion for whom was by this time no ſecret in 
the family ; and that, with a view to countenance this 
affectation, he ſhould upon all occaſions treat her 
with an air of loſtineſs and diſdain, 

So ſcreened from all imputation of fraud, ſhe was 
furniſhed by him with artful inſtructions how to 


 Tound'the inclination of her young miſtreſs, how to 
"recommend his perſon and qualifications 7 — ſute 
1 


methods of contradiction, compariſon, revilings, and 
reproach; how to watch the paroxyſms of her diſ- 
poſition, inflame her paſſions, and improve, for his 
advantage, thoſe moments of frailty, from which no 
woman is exempted! In ſhort, this conſummate po- 
litician taught his agent to poiſon the young lady 8 
mind with inſidious converſation, tending to inſpire 
her with the love of guilty pleaſure, to debauch her 
ſentiments, and Lonfsund her ideas of dignity and 


virtue. After all, the taſk is not difficult to lead the 


unpractiſed heart aſtray, by dint of thoſe opportunities 
her ſeducer poſſeſſed. The ſeeds of inſinuation ſeaſon- 
ably fown upon the warm, luxuriant foil of youth, 
could hardly fail of ſhooting up into ſuch intemperate 
deſires as he wanted to” ons eſpecially when cul . 
tured and cheriſhed in a0 unguarded hours, by that 


Limulating diſcourſe, which familiarity admits, _ 
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the looſer paſſions ingrafted in every breaſt, are apt 
to reliſh and exciſe, _ 

Fathom had previouſly reconnoitred the ground, 
and diſcovered {ome marks of inflammability in ma- 
demoiſelle's conſtitution ; her beauty was not ſuch as 
to engage her in thoſe gaieties of amuſement which 

could flatter her vanity, and diſſipate her ideas; and 
he was of an age when the little loves and young 
deſires take noſleſſion of the fancy; he therefore con- 
. cluded, that ſhe had the more leiſure to indulge thoſe 
anticing images of pleaſure that youth never fails to 
create, particularly in thoſe who, like her, were ad- 
dicted to ſolitude and ſtudy, 4 | 

Tereſa, full fraught with the wily injunctions of 
her confederate, took the field, and opened the cam- 
paign with ſuch remarkable ſourneſs in her aſpect 
when Ferdinand appeared, that her young lady could 
not help taking notice of her affected chagrin, and 
[aſked the reaſon of ſuch apparent alteration in her 
way. of thinking. 4 for this queſtion, the 
other replied, in a manner calculated for giving 
mademoiſelle to underſtand, that whatever impreſ- 
ſions Ferdinand might have formerly made on her 
» heart, they were now altogether effaced by the pride 
and inſgJence with which he had received her ad- 
. vances; and that her breaſt now glowed with all the 

revenge of a ſlighted lover. 
To evince the ſincerity of this declaration, ſhe bit- 
terly inveighed againſt bim, and even affected to de- 
preciate thoſe talents, in which ſhe knew his chief 
merit to conſiſt; hoping, by theſe means, to intereſt 
mademoiſelle's candour in his defence. So far the 
train ſucceeded: that young lady's love for truth was 
offended at the calumnies that wete vented againſt 
Ferdinand in his abſence. She chid her woman for 
the rancour of her remarks, and undertook to re- 
fute the articles of his diſpraiſe; Tereſa ſupported 
her own aſlertions with great obſtinacy, and a diſ- 
Pute enſued, in which her miſtreſs was heated yu 
, me 
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ſome extravagant commendations of our adven- 
turer. 

His ſuppoſed enemy did not fail to make a report 
of her ſucceſs, and to magnify every advantage they 
had gained: believing in good earneſt, that her la- 
dy's warmth was the effect of a real paſſion for the 
fortunate Mr. Fathom : but he himſelf viewed the 
adventure in a different light, and rightly imputed 
the violence of mademoiſelle's behaviour io the con- 
tradition ſhe had ſuſtained from her maid, or to the 
fire of her natural generoſny glowing in behalf of in- 
nocence traduced. Nevertheleſs, he was perfectly 
well pleaſed with the nature of the conteſt ; becauſe, 
in the courſe of ſuch debates, he foreſaw that he 
ſhould become habitually her hero, and that, in time, 
ſhe would actually believe thoſe exaggerations of his 
merit, which ſhe herſelf had feigned, for the honour 
of her own arguments. | 
This preſage, founded upon that principle of ſelf- 
reſpe&, without which no individual exiſts, may cer- 
taivly be juſtified by manifold occurrences in life: 
we ourſelves have known a very pregnant example, 
which we ſhall refate, for the emolument of the 
reader. A certain needy author having found means 
to preſent a manuſcript to one of thoſe ſons of for- 
tune, who are dignified with the appelation of pa- 
trons; inſtead of reaping that applauſe and advantage 
with which he had regaled his fancy, had the morti- 
fication to find his performance treated with infinite 
irreverence and contempt : and, in high dudgeon 
and diſappointment, appealed to the judgment of 


another critic, who, he knew, had no veneration for 


the firſt.” ; 
This common conſolation, to which all baffled 
authors have recourſe, was productive of very happy 
"conſequences to our bard; for, though the opinions 
of both judges concerning the piece were altogether 
the * the latter, either out of compaſſion to the 


appellant, or deſire of rendering his rival. ridiculous 
in 
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in the eye of: taſte, undertook, to repair the misfos- 
tune, and in this manner executed the plan: in a 
- meeting of literati, to which both theſe wits belong- 
ed, he who had eſpouſed the poet's cauſe, having pre- 
. viouſly defired another member to bring his compo- 
fition on the carpet, no ſooner heard it mentioned, 
than he began to cenſure it with flagrant marks of 
ſcorn, and, with an ironical air looking at its firſt 
- condemner, obſerved, that he mult be furiouſly in- 
fected with the rage of patronizing, who could take 
ſuch a deplorable performance into his protection; 
the ſarcaſm took effect. 

The perſon againſt whom it was levelled taking 


umbrage at his preſumption, aſſumed an aſpect of 


diſdain,” and replied, with great animoſity, that no- 
thing was more eaſily ſupported than the character of 
a Zoilus, becauſe no production was altogether free 
from blemiſhes; and any man might pronounce 
- againſt any piece by the lamp, without intereſting his 
own diſcernment : but to perceive the beauties of a 
work, it was requiſite to have learning, judgment, 
and taſte ; and theretore he did not wonder that the 
gentleman had overlooked a great many in the com- 
- poſition which he ſo contemptuouſly decried. A 
- rejoinder ſucceeded this reply, and produced a long 
train of altercation, in which the gentleman who had 
formerly treated the book with ſuch diſreſpect, now 
profelſed himſelf its paſſionate admirer, and held 
forth in praiſe of it with great warmth and elo- 
cution. | | i 

Not contented with having exhibited this inſtance 
of regard, he next morning ſent a meſſage to the 
owner, importing, that he had but ſuperficially 
glanced'over the manuſcript, and deſiring the favour 
of peruſing it a ſecond time; being indulged in this 
requeſt, he recommended it in terms of rapture to 
all his friends and dependants, and, by dint of un- 
wearied ſolicitation, procured a very ample ſubſcrip- 
tion for the author, 


f 1. 7... 


— qc un 5M — ww © <&X — — WW —- wed 


— — & — wes — 


FERDINAND Count FATHOM. 49 


But, to reſume the thread of our ſtory : Tereſa's 
practices were not confined to ſimple defamation : 
her reproaches were contrived ſo as to imply ſome 
intelligence in ſavour of the perſon ſhe reviled. In 
exemplifying his pertneſs and arrogance, ſhe repeated. 
his witty repartee ; on pretence of blaming his fero- 
city, ſhe recounted prools of his ſpirit and prowels ; 
and in explaining the ſource of his vanity, gave her 
miſtreſs to underſtand, that a certain young lady of 
faſuion , was ſaid to be enamourcd of his perfon, 
Nor did this well- inſtructed 'underſtrapper omn thoſe 
other parts of her cue which the principal judged. 
neceſſary for the furtherance of his ſcheme. Her 
converſation became leſs guarded, and took a freer 
turn than uſual; ſhe ſeized all opportunities of in- 
troducing little amorous ſtories, the greateſt part of 
which were invented for the purpoles of warming 
her paſſions, and lowering the price of chaltity in 
her eſteem ; ſor, ſhe repreſented all the young lady's 
cotemporaries in point of age and fituation, as fo 
many ſenſualiſts, who without ſcruple indulged theme 
ſelves in the {ſtolen pleaſures of youth, ; 
Mean while Ferdinand ſeconded theſe endeavours 
with his whole induſtry and addreſs: he redoubled, 
if poſſible, his deference and reſpect, whetting his 
aſſiduity to the keeneſt edge of attention; and in 
ſhort, regulated his dreſs, converſation, and deport- 
ment, according to the fancy, turn, ànd prevailihg 
humour of his young miſtreſs. He moreover at- 
tempted to profit by her curioſity, which he knew to 
be truly feminine, aud having culled fromthe library 


of his patron certain dangerous books, calculated to 


debauch the minds of young people, left, them occa- 
ſionally upon the table in his apartment, after having | 
directed Tereſa to pick them up, as if by accident, 
in his abfence, and carry them off for the entertain. 
ment of mademoiſelle ; nay, this crafty projector 
found means to furniſh his aſſociate with ſome miſ. 
chievous preparations, which were mingled in her 
12 . C chocolate; 
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chocolate, tea, or coffee, as provocations to warm her 
conſtitution: yet, all theſe machinations, ingenious 
as they were, failed, not only in fulfilling their aim, 
but even in ſhaking the b dae, of her virtue or 
pride, which ſtood their aſſaults, unmoved, like a 
ſtrong tower built upon a rock, impregnable to all 
the tempeſtuous blaſts of heaven. 

Not but that the conſpirators were more.than once 
miiiaken in the effects of their artifices, and diſpoſed 
to applaud themſclves on the progreſs. they had 
made. When at any time ſhe expreſſed a deſire to 
examine thoſe performances which were laid before 
her as ſnares to entrap her chaſtity, they attributed 
that, which was no other than curioſity, to a loofeneſs 
of ſentiment ; and when ſhe diſcovered no averſion 
to hear thole anecdotes concerning the frailty of her 
neighbours, they imputed to abatement of chaſtity, 
that ſatisfaction which was the reſult of felf-congra- 
tulation on her own ſuperior virtue, 

So far did the treacherous accomplice of Fathom 
preſume upon thefe miſconſtructions, that the at 
length diveſted her tongue of all reſtraint, and behaved 
in luch a manner, that the young lady, confounded 
and incenſed at her. indecency and impudence, re- 
buked her with great ſeverity, and commanded her 
to reform her diſcourſe, on pain of being diſmiſſed 
with difgrace from her ſervice, 


CHAP. IX. 


The confederates-change their battery; and atchiere a re. 
markable adventure. 


Hunderſtruck at this diſappointment," the con- 
| federates held a council, in order to deliberate 
upon the next meaſyres that ſhould be taken; and 
Ferdinand for the preſent, deſpairing of accompliſh- 
ing his grand aim, reſolved to profit in another wan- 
ner, by the conveniency of his iituation, He repre- 
ſented to his helpmate, that it would be may for 
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them to make hay while the ſun ſhone, as their con- 
nection might be ſooner or later diſcovered, and an 
end put to all thoſe opportunities which they now ſo 
happily 222 All principles of morality had 
been already excluded from their former plan; con- 
ſequently he found it an caſy taſk to intereſt Tereſa 
in any other ſcheme tending to their mutual advan- 
tage, howſoever wicked and perfidious it might be. 
He therefore perſuaded her to be his auxiliary in 
defrauding mademoilclle at play, and gave her ſuita- 
ble directions for that purpoſe; and even tutored her 
how to abuſe the truſt repoſed in her, by embezaling 
the young lady's effects, without incurriug the ſuſpi- 
cion of diſhoneſty. | 

On the ſuppoſition that every ſervant in the houſe 
was not able to reſiſt ſuch temptation, the purſe of 
her miſtaeſs (to which the maid had always acceſs 
was dropped in a paſlage, which the domeſtics h 
occaſion to frequent, and Fathom poſted hi mſelf in a 
convenient place, in order to obſerve the effect of his 
ſtratagem, Here he was not diſappointed in bis con- 
jecture. The firſt perſon who a to paſs, that 
way was one of the chambermaids, with whom + 
Tereſa had lived, for ſome time, in a Rate of invete- 
rate enmity, becauſe the wench had failed in that ha- 
mage and reſpe& which was paid to her by the reſt of 
the ſervants. 

Ferdinand had in his heart eſpouſed the quarrel of 
his aſſociate, and longed for an occaſion to deliver 
her from the malicious obſervance of ſuch. an anta- 
goniſt ; when he therefore ſaw her approach, his 
heart throbbed with joyful expectations; but, when 
ſhe ſoatched up the purſe, and thruſt it in her boſom, 
with all the eagerneſs and confuſion of one deter- 
mined to appropriate the windfall to her own. uſe, 
his tranſports were altogether unſpeakable. He traced 
her to her own apartment, whither ſhe immediatel, 
Ktreated with great trepidation, and then communi- 
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cated the diſcovery to Terefa, together with inftru2. 
tions how to behave in the ſequel. ws | 

In conformity with theſe leſſons, ſhe took the firſt 
opportunity of going to mademoiſelle, and demand- 
ing money for ſome neceſſaty expence, that the loſs 
might be known, before the finder could have leiſure 
to make any freſh conveyance of the prize; and in 
the mean time, Ferdinand kept a ſtrict eye upon the 
motions of the chambermaid. The young lady have 
ing rummaged her pockets in vain, expreſſed ſome 
ſurpriſe at the loſs of her purſe, upon Which her at- 
tendant gave indications of extreme amazement” and 
concern; ſhe ſaid, it could not poſhbly be loſt; in- 
treated her to ſearch her eſcrutore, while ſhe herſc4f 
an about the room, prying into every corner, With 
all the ſymptoms of fear and diſtraction. Having 
made this unſucceſsful enquiry, ſhe pretended to ſhed 
a flood of tears, bewailing her own fate, in being 
near the perſon of any lady, who met with ſuch 2 
mis fortune, dy which, ſne obſerved; her choracter 
might be called in queſtion; ſhe produced her own 
kevs, and begged upon her knees, that her chamber 
and boxes might be ſearched without delay. 


In a word, ſhe demeaned herſelf fo artfully upon 


this occaſion, that her miſtreſs, Who never entet- 
tained the leaſt doubt of her integrity, now looked 
upon her as a miracle of fidelity and attachment, and 
was at infinite pains to conſole her for the accident 
which had happened; proteſting that for ber own 
part, the loſs of the money ſhould never affett her 
with a moment's unenſinell if ſhe could retrieve 2 
certain medal which ſhe had long kept in her purſe, 
as a remembrance of her deceaſed” aunt, from whom 
he received it in a preſent, * | | 
© Fathom entered accidentally in the midft of this 
well- acted ſcene, and perceiving the agitation of the 
maid, and the concern of the miltrefs, deſirèd in a 
reſpectful manner, to know the cauſe of their diſot. 
der. Before the young lady had time to make him 

acquainted 
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acquainted with the circumſtances of the caſe, his ac- 
complice excleimed in an affected paſſion, Mr. Fa- 
hom, my lady has loſt her purſe; and as no per- 
ſons in the family are ſo much about her as you and 
6. J, you muſt give me leave in my own juſtification, 
eto iaſiſt upon mademoiſelle's ordering the apart- 
„ments of us both to be fearched without loſs of 
time: here are my pockets and my keys, and you 
cannot {cruple to give her the ſame ſatisſaction; for 
innocence has nothing to fear,” 

Miſs Melville zeprimanded her ſharply for her un- 
mannerly zeal; and Ferdinand eying her with a look 
of diſdain, * Madam,“ ſaid he, © I approve of your 
{.propoſal ; but before I undergo ſuch mortification, 
„ would adviſe mademoiſelle to ſubject the two 
, chambermaids to fuch enquiry: as they allo have 
©acceſs.to the-apartments, and are, I apprehend, as 
likely as you or I to behave in ſuch a ſcandalous 
©, manner.” 

The young lady declared that ſhe was too well ſa- 
twhed of Tereſa's honeſty, and Ferdinand's honour, 
to harbour the leaſt ſuſpicion of either, and that ſhe 
would ſooner die than diſgrace them ſo far as to com- 
ply with the propoſal the ſormer had made; but as 
ſhe ſaw no reaſon for exempting the inferior ſervants 
from that examination, which- Fathom adviſed, ſhe 
would forthwith put it in execution. The chamber- 
maids being aerordingly ſummoned, ſhe calmly aſked 
it either of them had accidentally found the purſe ſhe 
had dropped, and both replying in the negative, ſhe 
aſſumed an air of ſeverity and determination, and de- 
manding their keys, threatened to examine their 
trunks on the inſtant. | 
' The guilty Abigail, who, though an Hungarian, 
was not inferior, in point of effrontery, to any one of 
the ſiſterhood in England, no ſopner heard this me- 
nace, than ſhe affected an ait of affronted innocence, 
thanked God ſhe had lived in many reputable fami- 
lics, and been truſted with untold gold ; but was 
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never before ſuſpected of theft; that the other maid 
might do as the ſhould think proper, and be mean. 
ſpirited enough to let her things be tumbled topſy. 
turvy, and -xpoſed ; but, for her own part, if ſhe 
ſhould be uſed in that inhuman and diſgraceful man. 
ner, ſhe would not ſtay another hour in the houſe ; 
and in concluſion ſaid, that mademoiſelle had more 
reaſon to look ſharp after thoſe who enjoyed the 
greateſt ſhare of her favour, than believe their mali- 
cious infinuations againſt innocent people whom they 
were well known to hate and defame, 

This declaration implying an hint to the prejudice 
of Tereſa, far from diverting Miſs Melville from her 
purpoſe, ſerved only to inhance the character of the 
accuſed in her opinion, and to confirm her ſuſpicion 
of the accuſer, of whom ſhe again demanded her keys, 
proteſting, that ſhould ſhe prove refractory, the count 
himſelf ſhould take cognizance of the affair ; whereas 
if the would deal ingenuouſly, ſhe ſhould have no 
cauſe to repent of her confeſſion. So ſaying, the de- 
fired our adventurer to take the trouble of calling up 
ſome of the mensſervants; upon which the conſcious 
criminal began to tremble, And falling upon her 
knees, acknowledged her guilt, and implored the for- 
giveneſs of her young miltrels. * 

Terxeſa ſcizing this occaſion to fignalize her genero- 
ſity, joined in the requeſt, and the offender was par- 
daned, after having reſtored the purſe, and promiſed 
| in the ſight of heaven, that the devil ſhould never 
| again intice her to the commillion of ſuch'a crime, 
| This adventure fully anſwered all the purpoſes of our 
politician ; it eftabliſhed-the opinion of his fellow- 
labourer's virtue, beyond the power of accident or 
information to ſhake, and ſet up a falſe beacon to 
miſlead the ſentiments of mademoiſclle, in caſe ſhe 
| ſhould for the future mea with the like misfortune, 
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CHAP. X. 


They proceed to levy contributions with great ſucceſs, 
until our hero ſets out with the young count for Vienna, 
where he enters into league with another adventurer, 


N DER this ſecure cover, Tereſa levied con- 

tributions upon her miſtreſs with great tucceſs, 
Some trinket was miſling every day; the young lady's 
patience began to fail, the faithful attendant was over- 
whelmed with conſternation, and with the appear- 
ance of extreme chagrin, demanded her diſmiſlion, 
affirming that theſe things were certainly effected by 
ſome perſon in the family, with a view of murther- 
ing her precious reputation. Miſs Melville, not 
without difficulty, quieted her vexztion with aſſu- 
rances of inviolable confidence and eſteem, until a 
pair of diamond ear-rings vaniſhed, when Tereſa 
could no longer keep her afftiftion within bounds. 
Indced this was an event of more conſequence than 
all the reſt which had happened, for the jewels were 
valued at five hundred florins. 

Mademoiſelle was accordingly alarmed to ſuch a 
degree, that ſhe made her mother acquainted with 
her loſs, aud that good lady, who was an excellent 
ceconomilt, did not fail to give indications of extra- 
ordinary concern. She aſked, if her daughter had 


reaſon to ſuſpect any individual in the family, and 


if ſhe was perfectly confident of her own woman's 
integrity: upon which mademoiſelle, with many 


encomiums on the fidelity and attachment of Tereſa, 


recounted the adventure of the chambermaid, who 
immediately underwent a ſtrict enquiry, and was 
even committed to priſon, on the ſtrength of her for- 
mer miſdemeanour. Our adventurer's mate inſiſted 
upon undergoing the ſame trial with the reſt of the 
domeſticks, and as uſual comprehended Fathom in 
her infinuations; while he ſeconded the propoſal, and 
privately counfelled the = lady to introduce Tereſa 
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to the magiltrate of the place. By theſe pre- con- 
ceried recriminations, they. eſcaped all fuſpicion of 
colluſion. Aiter a fruitleſs enquirs, the priſoner was 
diſcharged from her confinement, and turned ont of 
the ſervice of the count, in whoſe private opinion 
the character of no perſon ſuffered ſo much as that of 
his own fon, whom he ſuſpe&cd of having embez- 
zled the jewels, for the uſe of a certain inamorata, 
who, at that time, was faid to have captivated his 
allections. N 

. The old gentleman felt upon this occaſion ell that 
internal anguiſh which a man of honour may be ſup- 
poſed to ſuffer, on account of a ſon's degeneracy ; 
and without divulging his ſentiments, or even hint- 
ing his ſuſpicions to the youth himſclf, determined 
to detach him at once from ſuch dangerous connec- 
tions, by ſending him forthwith to Vienna, on pre- 
tence of finiſhing his exercifes at the academy, and 
uſhering him into acquaintance with the great world. 
Though he would not be thought by the young gen- 
tleman himfelf, to harbour the leaſt doubt of his mo- 
Tals, he did not ſcruple to uhboſom himlelf on that 
fubje& to Ferdinand, whoſe ſagacity and virtue he 
held in great vencration. This indulgent pat ron ex- 
preſſed himſelf in the moſt pathetic terms, on the 
unto ward diſpoſition of his ſon; he told Fathom that 
he ſhould accompany Renaldo (that was the youth's 
name) not only as a companion, bat a preceptor and 
pattern; conjured him to affift his tutor in ſuperin- 
tending his conduct, and to reinforce the governor's 
precepts by his own example; to inculcate upon him, 
the moſt delicate punctilios of h-nour, and decoy 
him into extravagance, rather than leave the leuſt 


illiberel ſemiment in his heart. 


Our graſty adventurer, with demonſtrations of the 
utmoit Vafhility, acknowledged the great goodneſs 
of the count in _repeſing ſuch confidence in his inte- 
grity; which, as he obſerved, none but the worſt of 
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might no longer exiſt, than he ſhould continue to 
remember and reſent the obligations he owed to his 
kind bznefator. While preparations were making, 
for their departure, our hero held a council with his 
aſſociate, whoin he enriched with many ſage inſtiuc- 
tions touching her future operatzons ; he at the ſame 
time diſburthened, her of all or the greateſt part of 
the ſpoils ſhe had won, and after having received 
divers marks of bounty from the count and his lady, 
together with a purſe from his young miltreſs, he ſet 
out for Vienna in the eighteenth year of his age. with. 
Renaldo and his governor, who were provided wih 
letters of recommendation to ſome of the count's 
friends belonging to the imperial court, 

Such a favourable introduction could not fail of 
being advantageous to a youth of Ferdinand's ſpeci- 
ous accompliſhments; for he was conſidered as the 
young count's companion, admitted into his parties, 
and included in all the entertainments to- which Re- 
naldo was invited. He ſoon diſtinguiſhed huntelt 
by his activity and addreſs, in the courſe of thoſe 
exerciſes that were taught at the academy of Which 
he was pupil; his manners were ſo engaging as to. 
attract the acquaintance of his 2 and 
his converſation being ſprightly and inoffenſive, grew 
into very great e in a word, he and the young 
count formed a- remarkable contraſt, which, in the 
eye of the world, redounded to his advantage: 

They were certainly: in alb reſpects, the reverle of 
each other. Renaldo, under a total defect of exterior 
cultivation, poſſeſſed a moſt excellent underſtanding, 
with every. virtue that dignifies the human- heart; 
while the other, beneath a moſt. agreeable outſide, 
with an inaptitude and averſion to letters, concealed 
an amazing fund of villainy and ingratitude. Hi- 


therto his obſervation had been confined to a-narrow , 


iphere ; and his reflections, though ſurprizingly juſt 
and acute, had. not attained to that maturity, whieh ag- 


and experience give; but now. his perceptions begaa- 
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ta be more diſtinct, and extended to a thouſand oh. 
jets which had never before come under his cogni- 
zance. f i 

He had formerly imagined, but was now fully 
perigaded, that the ſuns of men preyed upon one 
another, and ſuch was the end and condition of their 
being. Among the principal figures of life, he oh. 
leived few or no characters that did not bear a ſtiong 
analogy to the ſavage tyrants of the wood. One 1c 
ſcinbled a tyger in fury and rapaciouſneſs; a ſecond 
prowled about like an hungry wolf, ſceking whom 
he might devour; a third acted the part of a jackall, 
in beating the buſh for game to his voracious cm- 
Ployer ;--and a fourth imitated the wily fox, in prac- 
tifing a thouſand crafty ambuſcades for the deſtiuc- 
tion of the-ignorant and unwary. This laſt was the 
department of life ſor which he found himſelf belt 
qualified, by nature and inclination, and he agcord- 
ingly reſolved that his talent ſhould not ruſt in his 
poſſeſſion. He Was already pretty well verſed in all 
the ſciences of play; but he had every day occalion 
to fre theſe arts cariied to ſuch a ſurpriſing pitch of 
fineſſe 2nd dexterity, as diſcouraged him from build- 
ing his ſchemes on that foundation. 

He therefore determined to faſcinate the judgment 
rather than the eyes of his fellow-creatures, by a con- 
tinual cxerciſe of that gift of deceiving, with which 
he knew himſelf endued to an uniivalled degree; 
and to acquire unbounded influence with thoſe who 
might be ſubſervient to his intereſt, by an aſſiduous 
application to their prevailing paſſions. Not that 
play was altogether leſt out in the projection of his 
economy : though:he engaged himſelf very little in 
the executive part-of gaming, he had not been long 
in Vienna, when he entered into league with a genius 
of that kind, whom he diſtinguiſhed among the pu- 
pils of the academy, and who indeed- had taken up 
his habitation in that place, with a view to pillage 
the provincials on their firſt arrival in town, befor 
they 
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they could be armed with proper circumipeRion to 
preſerve their money, or have time to diſpoſe of it 
ia any other ſhape. 

Similar characters. naturally attract each other; and 
people of our hero's principles are, of all others, the 
moſt apt to diſtinguiſh their own likeneſs Whereſoever 
it occurs; becauſe they always keep the faculty of dif- 
cerning in full exertion. .It was in conlequence of 
this mu: ual alertneſs, that Ferdinand and the ſtranger, 
who was a native of Tyrol, perccived themſelves re- 
llected in the diſpoſitions of each other, and 1mmedw 
ately entered into an offenſive and defenſive alliance: 
our adventurer undertaking for the articles of intelli- 
gende, countenance and counſel; and his aſſociate 
charging aimſelf with the riſque of execution. 


28 E HA. XI. : 
Fathom makes various efforts in the world of gallantry, 


HUS connected, thev. began to hurt in couples; 

and Fathom in order to profit by the alliance, 

with a good grace, contrived a ſinall ſcheme that ſuc- 
ceeded to his wiſn. Renaldo being one night intoxi- 
cated in the courſe of a merry-making with his fel- 
low pupils, from which Fathom had purpoſely ab- 
ſented himſelf, was by the Tyroleze ſo artfully pro- 
voked to play, that he could not reſiſt the temptation, 
but engaged at paſs-dice with that fell adverſary, who 
in leſs than an hour {tripped him of a pretty round 
ſum, Next day, when the young gentleman recov- 
ered the uſe of his reflection, he was ſenſibly chagrined 
at the folly and precipitation of his own conduct; an 


account of which he communicated in confidence to 


our hero, with demonſtrations of infinite ſhame and 

concern, 
Ferdinand having moralized upon the ſubje& with 
ſeat ſagacity, and ſharply inveighed againſt the Tyro- 
tze, for the unfair advantage he had taken, retired to 
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his cloſet and wrote the following billet, which was 
immediately ſent to his ally: 


The obligations I owe, and the attachments I feel 
to the count de Melville, will not ſuffer me to be an 
idle ſpectator of the wrongs offered to his Ton, in the 
diſhonourable uſe, I underſtand, you made laſt night 
of his unguarded hours: I therefore inſiſt upon your 
making immediate reſtitution of the booty Which 
you lo unjuilly got; otherwiſe 1 expect you will 
mcet me upon the ramparts, near the baſtion de la 
Port- Neuve, to morrow morning at dzy-break, in 
in order to juſtiſy with your ſword the fine ſſe you 
have practiſed upon the friend of h 
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The gameſter no ſooner received this intimation, 
than according to the plan which had been precon- 
certed beiwixt the author and him, he went to. the 
apartment of Renaldo, and preſenting the ſum of 
money which he had defrauded him of the preceding 
night, told him with a ſtern countenance, that though 
it was a juſt acquiſition, he ſcorned to avail himſelf of 
his good fortune againſt any perſon who entertaincd 
the ſmalleſt doubt of his honour. 


The young count, ſurprized at this addreſs, rejected 


his ofier with diſdain, and deſired to know the mean- 
ing of ſuch an unexpected declaration, Upon which, 
the other produced Ferdinand's billet, and threatened 
in very high terms, to meet the ſtrippling according 
to his invitation, and chaſliſfe him ſeverely for his 
preſumption. The conſequence of this explanation is 
obvious. Renaldo imputing the officiouſneſs of Fa- 

thom to the zeal of his friendſhip, interpoſed in the 
quarrel, which was a micably compromiſed, not a lit- 
tle to the honour of our adventurer, who thus ob- 
tained an opportunity of diſplaying his courage and 
integrity, without the leaſt hazard to his perſon; 


while at the ſame time, his confederate recommended 
- himſelf 
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himſelf to the eſteem of the young count, by his ſpi- 
rited behaviour on this occaſion; fo that Renaldo be- 
ing leſs ſhy of his company for the future, the Tyro- 
leze had the fairer, opportunitics to proſecute his de- 
ſigns upon the young gentleman's purſe. i 

It would be almoſt ſuperfluous to ſay that the ſe 
were pot neglected. The ſon of count Melville was 
not deficient in point of penetration: but his whole 
ſtudy was at that time engroſſed by the care of his 
education; and he had ſometimes recourſe to play, 


as to an amuſement by which he ſought to unbend 


the ſeverity of his attention: no wonder then, that he 
fell a prey to an artful gameſter, who had been regu- 
larly trained to the profeſſion, and made it the- ſole 
fludy of his life; eſpecially as the Hungarian was re- 
en for a warmth of temper, which a knight 
of the poſt always knows how to manage for his own 
advantage. 

In the courſe of thefe operations, Fathom was a 
very uſeful correſpondent ; he inſtructed the Ty1oleze 
in the peculiarities of Renaldo's diſpoſition, and 
made him acquainted with the proper ſcaſons for pro- 
fiting by his dexterity. Ferdinand, for example, who 
by the author it, derived to him from the injunctions 
of the old count, ſometimes took upon himſelf the 
office of an adviſer, cunningly choſe to counſel the 
ſon, at thoſe conjunctures, when he knew him leaſt 


able to bear ſuch expoſtulation. Advice improperly _ 


adminiſtered, generally acts in diametrical oppoſiticn 
to the purpoſe for which it is ſuppoſed to be given; 
at leaſt this was the caſe with the young gentleman, 


Who inflamed by the reproof of ſuch a tutor, uſed to 


obey the dictates of his reſentment, in an immediate 
repetition of that conduct Which our adventiner 
had taken the p to diſapprove: and the games 
ſter was always at hand, to miniſter unto his mdige 
nation. By theſe. means he was diſencumbered 
of divers conſiderable remittances, with which his 
father chcerfully ſupplied him, on the ſuppoſition that 


they 
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they were ſpent with taſte and liberality, under the 

direction of our adventurer. ! 
But Ferdinand's views were not confined to the 
narrow field of this alliance; he attempted divers en- 
terpiizes in the world of gallantry, conſcious of his 
own perſonal qualifications, and never doubting that 
he could infinuate himſelf into the good graces of 
ſome married lady about court, or lay an opulent 
_ dowager under contribution, But he met with an 
obſtacle in his endeavours of this kind, which all his 
art-was unable to ſurmount. This was no other than 
the obſcurity of his birth, and the want of a title, with- 
out which no perſon in that country lays claim to the 
privileges of a gentleman, Had he foreſeen this in- 
convenience, he might have made ſhift to obviate the 
conſequences, by obtaining permiſſion to appear in 
the charzCter of the count's kinſman: though, in all 
probability, ſuch an expedient would not have been 
extremely agreeable to the old gentleman, Who was 
very tenacioas of the honour of his family: neverthe- 
leſs, his generoſity might have been prevailed upon, 
to indulge Fathom with ſuch a pretext, in conſider- 
ation of the youth's ſuppoſed attachment, and the ob- 
ligations for which he deemed himſelf indebted to 

his deceaſed mother. + ire 

True it is, Ferdinand, upon his firſt arrival at Vi- 
enna, had been admitted into faſhionable company, on 
the footing of Renaldo's companion, becauſe no body 
ſuſpeRed the deſect of his pedigree; and even after a 
report had been circulated to the prejudice of his ex. 
traction, by the induſtry of a lacquey, who attended 
the young count, there were not wanting many young 
people of diſtinction, who ſtill favoured him with their 
countenance and correſpondence: but, he was no lon- 
ger invited to private families, in which only he could 
expett to. profit by his addreſs among the ladies, and 
had the mortification of finding himſelf frequently ex- 
cepted from parties which were expreſly calculated for 
che entertainment of the young count. ein his 
0 ; Itpunt 
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ſpirit was ſo pliant as to ſuſtain thefe Nights, without 
being much dejected: inſtead of repining at the loſs 
of that reſpe& which had been paid to him at firſt, he 
endeavoured with all his might, to preſerve the little 
that flill remained, and reſolved to tranſlate into an 
humbler ſphere, that gallantry which he had no lon- 
ger opportunities of diſplaying m the world of rank 
and faſhion, 
CHAT XI 


He effecls a lodg ment in the houſe of a rich jeweller, 


3 conſequence of this determination, he to the ut- 
termolt exerted his good humour among the tew 
friends of conſequence his fortune had left, and even 
carried his complaiſance ſo far, as to become the 
humble ſervant of their pleaſures; while he attempted 
to extend his acquaintance in an inferior path of lite, 
where he thought his talents would ſhine more conſpi- 
cuous than at the aſſemblies of the great, and conduce 
more effectually to the intereſt of all his deſigns. Nor 
did he find himſelf dilappointed in that expettation, 
ſanguine as it was. He {von found means to be in- 
troduced to the houfe of a wealthy bourgeois, where 
every individual was charmed with his ealy air and 
extraordinary qualifications, He accommodated him- 

ſelf ſurpriſingly to tne humonrs of the whole family; 
ſmoaked tobacco, ſwallowed wine and diſcourſed of 
ſtones with the huſband, who was a rich jeweller; 
ſacrificed himielf to the pride and loquacity of the 

wife, and played upon the violin, and ſung alteruate- 

ly, for the amuſement of his only daughter, a buxom 
laſs, nearly of his own age, the fruit of a former mar- 

riage. | ; 
It was not long before Ferdinand had reaſon to con- 
gratulate himſelt on'the footing he had gained in this 
ſociety. He had expected to find, and in a little time 
actually diſcovered that mutual jealouſy and rancour, 
which almoſt always ſubſiſt between a daughter and 
her ſtep· dame, inſlamed with the virulence of female 
F emula- 
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emulation; ſor the diſparity in their ages, ſerved only 
to render them the more inveterate rivals in the defire 
of captivating the other ſex. Our adventurer having 
deliberated upon the means of converting this animo- 
ſity to his own advantage, ſaw no mcthod for this 
purpoſe fo feaſible, as that of making bis approaches 
to the hearts of both, by miniſtring to each in private, 
food for their reciprocal envy and malevolence : be- 
cauſe he well knew that no road lies ſo direct and 
open to a woman's heart, as that of gratifying her pal- 
ſions of vanity and reſentment, 


When he had an opportunity of being particular 


with the mother, he exprelied his concern for having 
unwittingly incurred the diſpleaſure of madematite!!-, 


which, he obſerved, was obvious in every circum- 


ſtance of her behaviour towards him ; proteliing he 
was utterly innocent of all intention of offending her; 
and that he could not account for his diſgrace, eny 
other way, than by ſuppoſing ſhe took umbrage at 
the direction of his chief regards towards her mo- 


cher. iu-· lav, which, be owned was altogether invo- | 


Iuntary, being wholly influenced by that lady's ſu- 
Perior charms. and politeneſs. | 

Such a declaration Was perfeQly well calculated 
for the meridian of a dame like her, who with all 
the intoxications. of unenlightened pride, and an in- 
creaſed appetite for pleaſure, had begun to find her- 
ſelf neglected, and even to believe that her attrec- 
tions were actually in the wane. She very gracioully 
conſoled our gallant for the miſhap of which he 
complained ; repreſenting Wilhelmina (chat was the 
daughter's name) as a pert, illiterate, envious baggage, 
of whoſe diſguſt he ought'to make no conſideration ; 
then ſhe recounted meny inſtances of her own gene- 
toſity to.that young lady, with the returns of malice 
and ingratitude ſhe had made; and laſtly, enumerat- 
ed all the imperfections of her perſon, education, 
and behaviour; that he might ſee with what juſtice 
the gypſy pretended to vie with thoſe who had been 
| "Ke Eiſtingniſled 
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diftinguiſhed by the approbation, and even gallantry: 
of the beſt people in Vienna, 41 3 
Having thus eſtabliſhed himſelf her confident and 
goſſi p, he knew his next ſtep of promotion would ne- 
cefſarily be to the degree of her- lover; and in that 
belief reſolved to play the fame game with made- 
moiſelle Wilhelmina, whoſe complexion was very 
much a-kin to that of her ſtep- mother: indeed they 
reſembled each other too much to live upon any terms 
of friendſhip or even dccorum, Fathom, in order to 
evjoy a private converſation with the young lady, 
never failed to repeat his viſit every afternoon; t1:1 
it length, he had the pleaſure of finding her diſen- 
zaged, the jeweller being occupied among his works 
men, and his wife gone to aſſiſt at a lying in. | 
Our adventurer and the daughter had already ex- 
changed their vows, by the expreſſive language of the 
eyes; he had even declared himſelf in ſome tender. 
cjaculations which had been ſoftly whiſpered in her 
ear, when'he"could ſnatch an opportunity of venting 
them, unperceived; nay, he had upon divers occa- 
hons gently ſqueezed her fair hand, on pretence of 
tuning her harpſichord, and been favoured with re- 
turns of the ſame cordial preſſure: fo that inſtead of 
accoſting her with the fearful heſitation and reſerve 
of a timid ſwain, he told her, after the exerciſe of 
the doux-yeux, that he was come to confer with het 
upon a ſubject that nearly concerned her peace; and 
2 Red if ſhe had not obſerved of late, an cvident abate- 
ment of friendſhip in her mother's behaviour to him, 
whom ſhe had formerly treated with ſuch marks of 
favour and reſpect. Mademoiſelle would not pay {6 
ill a compliment to her own diſcernment as to 
lay ſhe had not perceived the alteration, which, on 
the contrary, ſhe owned was extremely palpable; nor 
was it difficult to divine the cauſe of ſuch eſtranged 
looks. This remark was accompanied with an irre- 
hitible glance; . ſhe ſmiled inchanting, the colour 
deepened ow her cheeks, her break began 8 
N an 
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and her whole frame underwent a moſt aggreeable 
confuſion, 

Ferdinand was not a man to let ſuch a favourable 
conjuncture paſs unregarded, * Ves, charming Wil. 
© helmina!” exclaimed the politician in an affected 
rapture, the cauſe is as conſpicuous as. your attrac- 
tions. She hath in ſpite of all my circum ſpection, 
perceived that paſſion which it is not in my power 
to conceal, and in couſequence of which, I now de- 
clare myſelf your devoted adorer; or, conſcious of 
your {uperior excellence, her jealouſy hath taken 
the alarm, and though ſtung with a conjecture only, 
repines at triumph of your perſections. How far 
tins ſpirit of malignity may be inflamed to my pre- 
judice, I know not: perhaps as this is the firſt, it 
may be alſo the laſt opportunity I ſhall have of 
avowing the deareſt ſentiments of my heart, to the 
fair object that inſpired them; in a word, I may 
be ſor ever excluded from your preſence. Excuſe 
me then, divine creature! from the practice of 
thoſe unneceſſary forms, which I ſhould take pride 
in obſerving, were I indulged with the ordinary pti- 
vileges of an honourable lover; and once for all, 
accept the homage of an heart overflowing with 
love and admiration.- Yes, adorable Wilhelmina! 


other accompliſhments ſtrike me with wonder and 
awe, I am enchanted by the graces of your de- 
portment,. raviſhed with the charms of your con- 
verſation; and there is a certain — of bene. 
volence in that endearing aſpect, which, I truſt will 
nat fail to melt with ſympathy at the emotions ol 2 
faubful ſlave like me.” — 
So ſaying, he threw himſelf upon his knees, and 
ſeizing her plump hand, prefled it to his lips with all 
the violence of real tranſport. The nymph, whole 
22 nature had killed to the brim, could not heat 
uch a rhapſody unmoved : being an utter ſtranger io 


addreſſes of this kind, ſhe underſtood every word 0 
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it in the literal acceptation; ſhe believed implicitly 
in the truth of the enc@pmiums he had beſtowed, and 
thought it reaſonable he ſhould be rewarded for the 
juſtice he had done to her qualifications, which 
ad hitherto been almoſt altogether overlooked :: 
in ſhort, her heart began to thaw, and her face to 
hang out the flag of capitulation, which was no ſooner 
ceived by our bero, than he renewed his attack 
with redoubled fervour, pronouncing in a moſt ve- 
hement tone, Light of my eyes, and empreſs of my 
© ſoul! behold me proſtrate at your feet, waiting 
© with the mot pious rehgnation for that ſentence 
© from your lips, on which my ſuture happineſs 
and miſery muſt altogether depend. Not with 
more reverence does the unhappy baſhaw kiſs 
© the ſultan's letter that contains his doom, than 
I will ſubmit to your fatal determination. Speak 
then, angelic ſweetneſs! for, never, ah never 
vill I riſe from this ſuppliant poſture, until I am 
* encouraged to live and hope. No! if you refuſe to 
| {mile upon my paſſion, here ſhall I breathe the laſt 
* Gghs of a deſpairing lover: here ſhall this faithful 
© {word do the laſt office to its unfortunate maſter, 
© and ſhed the blood of the trueſt heart chat ever felt 
the cruel pangs of diſappointed love.“ 

The young lady, well nigh overcome by this ef- 
fuſion, which brought the tears into her eyes, © Enough, 
enough,“ cried ſhe, interrupting him, © fure you 
© men were created for the ruin of our ſcex.— Ruin, 
re- echoed Fathom, talk not of ruin and Wilhel- 
mina! let theſe terms be for ever parted, far as the 
' eaſt and weſt aſunder! let ever- ſmiling peace attend 
her ſteps, and love and joy ſtill wanton in her train! 
ruin indeed, ſhall wait upon her enemies, if ſuch 
© there be, and thoſe love-lorn wretches Who pine 
© with anguiſh under her diſdain ; grant me, kind 
heaven, a more propitious boon : direct her genial 
regards to one whoſ: love is without example, and 
* whoſe conſtancy is unparalleled ; bear witneſs to 
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my conſtancy and faith, ye verdant hills, ye fertile 
Aplains, ye ſhady groves, ye purling streams: aud 
„prove untrue, ah! let me never find a ſolitary 
©: willow. or a bubbling brook, by help of which [ 
s — be enabled to put a period to my wretched 
6+ h e. * 7 14 18 
Here this excellent actor began to ſob moſt pitcoul- 
ly, and the tender-hearted Wilhelmina unable longer 
to withſtand his moving tale, wich a repetition of the 
interjection ah! gently dropped into his arms. This 
was the beginning of a correſpondence that ſoon roſo 
to a very intereſting pitch; and they forthwith con- 
certed mea{uresfor carrying it on, without the know- 
ledge or ſuſpiciow of her uother-in-law. Neverthe- 
tels the young lady, vanquiſhed as ſhe Was, and un- 
killed in the ways of men, would not all at once 
yield at diſcretion; but inſiſted upon thoſe terms, 
without which no woman's reputation can be ſecured, 
Our lover, far from ſeeking to. evade the propoſal, 
aſſented to it in terms of uncommon fſatisfattion, and 
promiſed to ule his whole induſtry in finding a prielt, 
upon whole diſcretion they could rely; nay, he cer- 
tainly reſolved to comply with her requeſt in good 
earneſt, rather than forfeit the advantages which he 
foreſaw in their union. His good fortune, however, 
exempted him from the neceſſity of taking ſuch a ſtep, 
which at beſt muſt have been diſagreeable: for ſo 
many difficulties occurred in the enquiry which was 
fer on foot, and io artfully did Fathom in the mean 
time manage the influence he had already gained over 
her heart, that before her paſhon could obtain a legal 
gratification, ſhe ſurrendered to his wiſh, without 
any other aſſurance than his ſolemn proſeſſion ut 
ſincerity and truth, on which ſhe repoſed herſelf wich 
the molt implicit confidence and fait. 
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He 15 e to a moſt perilous incideve in the courſe 0 
his intrigue with the daughter. 7 


SE was rejoiced to find her ſo eaſily ſatisfied in 
ſuch a momentous concern; for the principal 
aim of the itrigue was to make her neceſſary to bis 
intereſted views, and even, if poſſihle, an aſſociate in 
the haudulent plans he had projetted upon her fathes; 
conſequently he conſidered this relaxation in her 
virtue; as an happy omen of his future ſucceſs, - All 
the obſtacles to their mutual enjoyment being thus 
removed, our adventurer was by his miſtreſs indulg- 
ed with an aflignation m her own chamber, which, 
though contiguous to that of her ſtep- mother, was 
provided with a door that opened into a common 
ſtair-cale, to which he had acceſs at all hours of the 
night. 

He did not neglect the rendezvous, but, preſenting 
himſelf at the appointed time, Which was midnight, 
made the ſignal they had agreed upon, and was im- 
medistely admitted by Wilhelmina, who waited for . 
him with a lover's impatience, Fathom was not de- 
ficient in thoſe expreſſions of rapture, that are current 
on ſnch occaſions; but, on the contrary, became ſo 
loud "in the tranſports of ſelf-congratulation, that 
his voice reached the ears of the vigilant ſtep- mother, 
who wakening the jeweller from his firſt nap, gave 
him to underſtand that ſome perſon was certainly in 
cloſe converſation with his daughter; and exhorted 
him to riſe forthwith, and vindicate the honour of. 
his family. : 

The German, who was naturally of a phlegmatic 
habit, and never went to bed without a full doſe of 
the creature which added to his conſtitutional drow- 
ſineſs, gave no car to his wife's intimation, until ſhe 
had repeated it thrice, and uſed other means to rouſe 
him from the arms of ſlumber. Mean while, F 1 

an 
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and his inamorata overheard her information, and 
our hero would have made his retreat immediately, 
through the port by which he entered, had not his 
intention been over-ruled by the remonſtrances of the 
young lady, who obſerved that the door was already 
aſt bolted, and could not poſſibly be opened withort 
creating a noiſe that would confirm the ſuſpicion of 
her parents; and that over and above this objection, 
he would, in ſallying from that door, run the riſque 
of being met by her father, who in all probability 
wauld preſent himſelf before it, in order. to hinder 
our kero's eſcape: ſhe therefore conveyed him ſoſtly 
into her cloſet, where ſhe aſſured him he might 
remain with great tranquillity, in full confidence that 
ſhe would take ſuch meaſures as would effectually 
ſcreen him from detection. 

He was fain to depend upon her aſſurance, and 
accordingly inſconced himſelf behind her. dreſſing 
table; but he could not help ſweating with appre- 
henſion, and praying fervently to God for his delive- 
rance, when he — the jeweller thundring at the 
door, and calling to his daughter ſor admittance. 
Wilhelmina, Who was already undreſſed, and had 
purpoſely extinguiſhed the light, pretended to be 
ſuddenly waked from her ſleep, and ſtarting up, 
exclaimed, in a tone of ſurprize and affright, * Jeſu, 
Maria] what is the matter ”>—* Huſſey!' replied 
the German in a terrible accent, open the door this 
© inſtant, there is a man in your bed-chamber, and, 
by the lightning and thunder, I will waſh away the 
« ſtain he has caſt upon my honour withthe ſchellum's 
t heart's blood! > | 

Not at all intimidated by this boiſterous threat, ſhe 
admitted him without heſitation; and with a ſlirillneſs 
of voice peculiar to herſelf, began to hold forth upon 
her own innocence and his unjuſt ſuſpicion, ming- 
ling in her harangue ſundry oblique hints againſt her 
mother-in-law, importing, that ſome people were ſo 
vitiouſly inclined by their own natures, that ſhe did 

a not 
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not wonder at their doubting the virtue of other 

ple; but that theſe people deſpiſed the inſinuations 
of ſuch people, who ought to be more circumſpect 
in their own conduct, leſt they themſelves ſhould 
ſuffer ropriſals from thoſe people whom they had ſo 
maliciouſly ſlandered. 

Having uttered theſe flowers of rhetoric, which 
were calculated for the hearing of her ſtep-dame, 
who Rood with a light at her huſband's back, the 
young lady aſſumed an ironical air, and admoniſued 
her father to ſearch every corner of her apartment ; 
ſhe even affected to aſſiſt his inquiry; with her own | 
hands pulled out a parcel of ſmall drawers, in which 
her trinkets were contained ;” defired him to look 
iuto her needle- caſe and thimble, and ſeeing his exa- 
mination fruitleſs, earneſtly intreated him to rum- 
mage her cloſct alſo, ſaying, with a ſneer, that in all 
probability the diſhonourer would be found in that 
lurking-place. The manner in which ſhe pretended 
to ridicule his apprehenſions made an impreſſion up- 
on the jeweller, who was very well diſpoſed to re- 
treat into his own neſt, when his wife, with a certain 
llyneſs in her countenance, beſought him to comply 
with his daughter's requeſt, and look inta that ſame 
clolet, by which means Wilhelmina's virtue would 
obtain a complete triumph. 

Our adventurer, who overheard the converſation, 
was immediately ſeized with a palſy of fear: he 
trembled at every joint, the ſweat trickled down his 
forehead, his teeth began to chatter, his hair to ſtand 
on end; and he in his heart bitterly curfed the daugh- 
ter's petulance, the mother's malice, together with his 
own precipitation, by which he was involved in an 
adventure fo pregnant with danger and diſgrace. In- 
deed, the reader may eaſily conceive his diſorder, 
when he heard the key turning in the lock, and the 
German ſwearing that he would make him food for 
the beaſls of the field, and the fowls of the air. 
Fathom had come unprepared with weapons of 
ace, 


— 
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defence, Was naturally an œconomiſt of his per ſon 
and law himſelf on the brink of forfeiting not only 
the promiſed harveſt of his double intrigue, but alſo 
the reputation of a man of honour, upon which all 
his future hopes depended: his agony was therefore 
unſpeakable, when the door flew open, and it was 
not till after a conſiderable pauſe of recollection, that 
he perceived the candle extinguiſhed by the motion 
of the air produced from the German's ſudden ir. 
ruption. This accident, which diſconcerted him 0 
much as to put a full ſtop 40 his charge, was very fa. 
vourable to our hero, who ſummoning all his pre- 
ſence of mind, crept-up into the chimney, while the 
jeweller ſtood at the door waiting for his wiſe's re- 
turn with another light; ſo that, when the cloſet was 
examined, there was nothing found to juſtify the 
report which the ſtep- mother had made, and the fa 
ther, aſter having made a flight apology to Wilhel. 
mina for his iutruſion, retired with his yoke-ſellow 
into their own chamber. . 

The young lady, who little thought that her papa 
would have taken her at her word, was overwhelmed 
with confuſion and diſmay, when ſhe ſaw him enter 
the cloſet; and, had her lover been diſcovered, 
would in all probability have been the loudeſt in his 
reproach, and perhaps have-accuſed him of an inten- 
lion to rob the: houſe : but ſhe was altogether aſto- 
niſhed when ſhe found be-had made ſhaft to elude the 
inquiry of her parents, - becauſe ſhe could not con- 
ceive the poſſibility of his eſcaping by the window, 
Which was in the third ſtory, at a prodigious diſtance 
from the ground; and how he could conceal bimſelf 
in the apartment, was a myſtery which ſhe could by 
no means unfold. Before her father and mother re- 
tired, ſhe lighted her lamo, on pretence of being 
afraid to be in the dark, after the perturbation of ip1- 
Tits ſhe had undergone, and her room was no ſooner 
evacuated of ſuch troubleſome viſitants, than ſhe ſe 
cured the doors, and went in queſt of her lover. 

30 x According'y, 
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Accordingly, every corner of the cloſet under went 
2 new ſearch, and ſhe called upon his name with a 
ſoft voice, which ſhe thought no other perſon would 
overhear : but Ferdinand did not think proper to 
gratify her impatience, becauſe he could not judge 
of the predicament in which be {lood by the evidence 
of all his ſenſcs, and would not relinquiſh his poſt, 
until he ſhould be better certified that the coaſt was 
clear. Mean while, his dulcinea having performed * 
her inquiry to no purpoſe, imagined there was fome- 
ting preternatural in the circumſtance of his vaniſh- 
ing ſo unaccauntably, and began to croſs herſelf with 
great devotion. She returned to her chamber, fixed 
the lamp in the fire- place, and throwing herſelf upon 
the bed, gave way to the ſuggeſtions of her ſuper- 
ſtition, which were reinforced by the ſilence that 
8 and the gloomy glimmering of the light. 
She reflected upon the treſpaſs ſhe had already com- 
mitted in her heart, and in the conjectures of her fear 
believed that het lover was no other than the devil 
himſelf, who had aſſumed the appearance of Fathom, 
in order to tempt and ſeduce her virtue, IN 

While her imagination teemed with thoſe horrible 
ideas, our adventurer, concluding from the general 
ſtillneſs, that the jeweller and his wife were at laſt 
happily aſleep, ventured to come forth from his hi- 
unf Nass, and ſtood before his miſtreſs all begrimed 
with foot. Wilhelmina, lifting. up her eyes, and 
ſeeing this Table apparition, which ſhe miſtook for 
Satan in propria perſona, inſtantly ſcreamed, "ant 
began to repeat her pater-noſter with an audible voice: 
upon. which Ferdinand, foreſecing that her pzrenis 
would be again alarmed, would not ſtay to undeceive 
her and explain himſelf, but, unlocking the door 
with great expedition, ran down ſtairs, and luckily 
accompliſhed his eſcape, This was undoubtedly the 
wiloſt meaſure he could have taken: for, he had not 
performed one-half of his deſcent toward the ſtreet, 
when the German was at his daughter's þed-lide, de- 
> e manding 
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manding to know the cauſe of her exclamation : ſhe 
then gave him an account of what ſhe had ſeen, with 
all the exaggerations of her own fancy, and, aſter 
having weighed the circumſtances of her ſtory, he 
interpreted the apparition into a thief, who had 
found means to open the door that communicated 
with the ſtair, but having been ſcared by Wilhelmi. 
na's ſhrick, had been obliged to retreat before he 
could execute his purpoſe, 

Our hero's ſpirits were ſo wofully diſturbed by 
this adventure, that for a whole week he felt no in. 
clination to viſit his inamorata, and was not. without 
apprehenſion that the affair had terminated in an ex- 
planation very little to his advantage. He was, how- 
ever, delivered from this difagreeable ſuſpence, by 
an accidental meeting with the jeweller himſelf, who 

: kindly chid bim for his long abſence, and entertain. 
ed him in the {t+cet with an account of the alarm 
which his family had ſuſtained, by a thief who broke 
into Wilhelmina's apartment. Glad to find his ap- 
prehenſion miltaken, he renewed his correſpondence 
with the family, and in a little time found reaſon to 
' conÞBle himſelf for the jeopardy and panic he had 

undergone. | 


G H A k. XIV. 


. -He is reduced tp 4 dreadſu! dilemma, in conſequence of 
| an nation with the wife. 


OR was his whole care and attention engroſſed 

by the execution. of this ſcheme upon the 
daughter. While be managed his concerns in that 
quarter with incredible ardour. and applicayzon, he 
was not the leſs indefatigable in the Nofes on 
his deſign upon the  moth<r-1n-law, which he | 
warded with all his art during thoſe opportunities 
. enjoyed in the abſence of Wilhelmina, who was fre- 
quently called away by the domeſtic duties of the 
houſe, Ube paſſions of the jeweller's wife were in 
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fuch a ſtate of exaltation as exempted our hero from 
* the Nhe repulſes and fatigue attending a long ſiege. 


. We have already obſerved how cunmngly he 
er entered for the gratification of her ruling appetite, 
N. ind have exhibited pregnant proofs of his ability in 
ad gaining ypon the human heart; the reader will not 
— therefore be ſurpriſed at the rapidity of his conqueſt 
, 9 over the affections of a lady whoſe. complexion was 
9 tlectly amorous, and whoſe vanity laid her open 
1 »} all the attempts of adulation. In a word, matters 
ere quickly brought to ſuch a mutual underſtanding, 
u. chat one evening, while they amuled themſelves at 
out Huanſquenet, Fathom conjure@ her to give him the 
' ©X* iendervous next day at the houſe of any third perſon 
** of her own ſex, in whoſe diſcretion the could con- 
1 ide; and after a few affected ſcruples on her ſide, 
1 which he well knew how to ſurmount, ſhe complied 
. wich his requeſt, and the circumſtances of the ap- 
roke Nrointment were ſettled aceorungly- After this 
treaty, their ſatisfaction roſe to ſuch à warmth, and 


. Me converſation became fo reciprocally endearing, 
that our gallant expreſſed his 4mpatience of waiting 
ſo long for the accompliſhment of his wiſhes, and, 
with the moſt eager tranſport, begged ſhe would, if. 
poſſible, curtail the term of his expectation, that 
his brain might not, ſuffer by his ſtanding ſo many 
tedious hours on the giddy verge of rapture, i 
The dame, who was naturally compaſſionate, ſym- 
athized with his condition, and, unable to reſiſt 
his pathetic ſupplications, gave him to underſtand 
that bis deſire could not be granted, withont ſub- 
King them both to ſome hazard, but that ſhe was 
cif ofed to run any riſk in behalf of his happineſs. 
and peace. After this aſfectionate preamble, ſhe told 
# him. that her huſband was then. engaged in a quar- 
eh meeting of the jewellers, from whence he never 
fre. Nied to return quite overwhelmed with wine, to- 
the Weacco, and the phlegm of his own conſtitution; fo. 
e in Nu he would fall faſt aſleep as ſoon as his head ſhould, 
ſuch WY touch, 
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touch the pillow, and ſbe be at liberty to entertain 
the lover without interruption, provided he could 
find means to deceive the jealous vigilance of Wil. 
helmina, and conceal himſelf in ſome corner of the 
houſe, unſuſpected and unperceived. | 
Our 'lover, remembering his adventure with the 
daughter, would have wilhugly diſpenſed with thi 
expedient, aud began to repent of the eagerneſs 
with which he had preferred his ſolicitation ; but, 
ſeeing there was now no opportunity of retraQing 
with honour, he affected to enter heartily into the 
converſation, and, aſter much canvalhng, it was de. 
termined, that while Wilhelmina was,employed in 
the kitchen, the mother ſhould conduct our adven. 
turer to the outward door, where he ſhould pay the 
compliment of parting, fo as to be overheard by the 
young lady; but, in the mean time, glide ſoftly 
into the jeweller's bed-chamber, which was a place 
they imagined leaft liable to the effects of a daugh. 
ter's prymg dilſpolitzon, and conceal himſelf in 3 
large preſs or wardrobe, that ſtood in one corner of 
the apartment. The ſcene. was immediately acted 
with great ſucceſs, and our hero cooped up in his 
cage, where he waited ſo long, that his defires began 
to ſubſide, and his imagination'ta aggravate the danger 
ol his ſituation. | | 
% Suppoſe,” ſaid he to himſelf, © this bratal 
German, inſtead of being ſtupiſied with wine, ſhould 
come home inflamed with brandy, to the uſe of 
which he is ſometimes addicted, far from feeling any 
inclination to ſleep, he will labour under the moſt 
fretful anxiety of watching, every iraſcible particle 
in his diſpoſition will be exaſperated; he will be 
offended with every object that may preſent itſelf to 
his view, and, if there is the lealt ingredient of jes. 
louſy in his temper, it will manifeſt itſelf in riot àud 
rage.” What if his phrenzy ſhould prompt him to 
fearch his wife's chamber for gallants ? This would 
certainly be the firſt place to which he would m_ 
| | 2 
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his enquiry; or, granting this ſuppoſition chimeri- 
cal, I may be ſeized with an irreſiſtible inclination to 
cough, before he is oppreſſed with fleep: he may 
be waked by the noiſe I ſhall make in diſengagihg 
myſelf from this embarraſſed ſituation; and finally, 
I may find it impracticable to retire unſeen or un- 
heard, _ every thingelſe ſhall have ſucceeded to 
my wiſh,” 

Thele ſuggeſtions did not at all contribute to the 


quiet of our adventurer, who, having waited three 


whole hours in the moſt uncomfortable ſuſpence, 


beard the jeweller brought into the room in that 


very condition which his fears had prognoſticated. 


He had, it ſeems, quarrelled over his cups with an- 


other tradeſman, and reccived a falutation on the 


forchead with a candleſtick, which not only left an 
ignominious and painful mark upon his countenance, 


but even diſordered his brain te a very dangerous de- 
N : ſo that, inſtead of allowing bim- 
e 


{elf quietly to be undreſſed and pat to bed by his 


wife, he anſwered all her gentle admonitions and 
careſſes' with the moſt opprobrious inveRtives and 
obſtreperons behaviour; aud, though he did not tax 


ber with tafidelity to his bed, he virulently accuſed 


her of extravagance and want of economy ; obſerved, 
her expenſive way of living would bring him to a 
morſel of bread ; and, unfoi tunately recollecting the 
attempt of the ſuppoſed thief, ſtarted up from his 
chair, ſwearing by God's mother, that he would 
forthwith arm himſelf with a brace of piſtols, and 
ſearch every apartment of the houle. «© That preſs,” 
faid he, with great vociferation, “ may, for aught 
I know, be the receptacle of ſome rufhan. ?“ 

.. $0 ſaying, he approached the ark in which Fathem 
was embarked. avd exclaiming, Come forth, 
Satan,” applied his foot to the door of it, with ſuch 
Violence as threw him from the centre, of gravity, 
and laid him ſprawling on his back. This addrel ; 
made ſuch an impreſſion won our adventurer, 25 
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he had well nigh obeyed the ſummons, and burk pe 
from his concealment, in a deſperate effort to ef. N neft 
cape, without being recognized by the intoxicated fals 


German ; and indeed, had the application been te. N uch 
peated, he in all likclihood would have tried the ex. 

1 for by this time his terrors had waxed too i of fe 
ſtrong to be much longer ſuppreſſed; from this ba. I ge 1 
zardous enterprize he was however exempted by x 


lucky accident that happened to his diſturber, whoſe ou 
head chancing to pitch upon the corner of a chaic in I non 
his fall, he was immediately lulled into a trance, I mie 
"during which the conſiderate lady, gueſſing the dif. 0 fl 
order of her gallant, and grading firther imerrup- tere 
tion, very prudently releaſed him from his confine. thu. 
ment, after ſhe had put out the light, and in the dark the 
conveyed him to the door, where he was comforted I (vv 
with the promiſe that. ſhe would punctually remem- by 
ber the rendezvous of next day. | der 
She then invoked the aſſiſtance of the ſervants, que 
Who being waked for the purpoſe, lifted up their I yi 


maſter, and tumbled him into bed, while Ferdi- 
nand hied him home in an univerſal ſweat, bleſſing Wl 4 
himſelf from any future atchievement of that fort in I the 
an houſe where he hat been twice in ſuch imminent 

danger of life and reputation. Nevertheleſs, he did I je 
not fail to honour the aſſignation, and avail himſelf of 

the difpolition his miſtreſs manifeſted, to make him h. 
all the recompence in her power for the diſappoint - ot 


ment and chag in which he had andergone; m 
: * 3 171 1 ; to 
CHAS. RY - | or 


4: 


| | But at length ſucceeds in hisattempt upon both. 
1 II Aving thus gained a complete victory over the b 
| 'L' 4. affeQions of theſe two ladies, he began to con- 
vert his good fortune to the purpoſes of that principle, 9 
from which his view was never, no not for a moment, 
detached. la other words, he uſed them as minilters 
and purveyors to his avarice and fraud. As for the 
| 3 * mother - 
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mother-in-law, ſhe was of herſelf ſo liberal as to an” 
ticipate the wiſhes of any moderate adventurer, and 
preſented him with ſundry valuable jewels as memo- 
nals of her eſteem ; nor was the daughter backward in 
ſuch expreſſions of regard; ſhe already conſidered his 
intereſt as her own, and took frequent opportunities 
of ſecreting, for his bencfit, certain ſtray trinkets that 
ſhe happened to pick up in her excurſions within 
doors. 7 

All theſe gratifications he received with demonſtra- 
tions of infinite conſtraint and reluctance, and, iu the 
midſt of his rapacious extortion, aKted ſo cunningly as 
to impoſe himſelf upon both, for a miracle of difin- 
tereſted integrity. Yet, not contented with what he 
thus could carn, and deſpairing of being able to ſteer 
the bark of his fortune for any length of time between 
two ſuch dangerous quickſands, he refolvec to profit 
by the occaſion while it laſted, and ſtrike ſome conſi- 
derable ſtroke at once. A plan was formed in conſe- 
quence of this determination, aud, at an appointment 
with the mother in the houſe of their female friend, 
our adventurer appeared with an air of dejection, 
which he veiled with a thin coyer of forced pleaſantry, 
that his miſtreſs might ſuppoſe he endeavourcd to 
conceal ſome mortal chagrin that preyed upon his 
heart, 

The ſtratagem ſucceeded to his wiſh : ſhe obſerved 
his countenance between whiles overcaſt, took notice 
of the, involuntary ſighs he heaved ; and, with the 
moſt tender expreſſions of ſympathy, conjurzd him 
to make her acquainted with the cauſe of his afflicti- 
on. Iaſftcad of gratifying her requeſt immediately, 
he evaded her queſtions with reſpectful reſcrve, im- 
plying, that his love would not ſuffer him te make 
her a partner in his ſorrow : and this delicacy on his 
part whetted her impatience and concern 40 ſuch a 
degree, that, rather than keep her in. ſuch an agony 
of doubt and apprehenſion, he was prevailed upon to 
tell her, that he bad been, the preceding night, en- 
8 gaged 
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aged with the company of his fellow. ſtudents, wher, 
e had made tbo free with the champaigne, ſo that 

his caution forfook him, and he had been decoycd in. 

to play by a Tyroleze gameſter, who ſtripped him a 

all his ready money, and obtained from Fin an ob. 

Jiganon for two hundred florins, which he could 

flot poſſibly pay, without having recourſe to his rel. 

tion the count de Melville, who would have jul 

- Cauſe to be incenſed at his extravagance. 

This information he conclued, by declaring, that, 
coſt, what it would, he was reſolved to make a candid 
confeflion' of the truth, and throw himſelf entirtly 
upon the generofity of his patron, who could inflif 
no other puniſhments than that of diſcarding him 
from his favour and protection: a misfortune which, 
How grieyous ſoever it might be, he ſhould be able to 
ſuſtain with fortitude, could he fall upon ſomce me. 
thod of fatisfying the Tyroleſe, who was very impor. 
tunate and ſavage in his demand. His kind miſtreſ 
no ſooner found out the ſource of his inquietudt, 
than ſhe promiſed to dry it up, aſſureing him, that 
next day, at the ſame hour, ſhe would enable him to 
diſcharge the debt; ſo that he might ſer his heart at 
eaſe, and recollect that gaiety which was the ſoul of 
her enjoyment. : 1 

He expreſſed the utmoſt aſtoniſnment at this gene- 
rous proffer, which, however, he declined, with an 
affected carneſtneſs of refufal, proteſting, that he 

Honld be extremely mortified, if he thought ſhe look- 

td upon him as one of thoſe mercenary gallants who 

tout make ſuch a fordid uſe of a lady's affection. 

* i madam,” cried our politician, in a pathetic 

Krain, * whatever happens, I ſhell never part with that 

© jnternal confolation that conſcious honour never 

© fails to yield in the deepeſt ſcenes of ſolitary diſtreſs! 
the attachment I have the honour to profeſs for yout 

. © anuable perſon is not founded on ſuch inglorious 
© ryotives, but is the genuine reſult of that generous 

* — wane tux the noble nyjaded 2 
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t the only circumſtance of this misfortune that I dread: 
to encounter, is the neceſſity of withdrawing my- 
« ſelf for ever from the preſence of her whole genial. 
© {miles could animate my ſoul againſt all. the perſe- 
© cution of adverſe fortune.” | g 
This decla mation, accompanied with, a profound 
ſigh, ſerved. only to inflame Fab of extricating 
him e. in which he was involved. 
She exhauſted all her eloquence in attempting to per- 
ſuade him that his refuſal was. an outrage againſt her 
affeftion ;. he pretended.to refute her arguments, and 
remained unſhaken. by all the power of her ſolicitati- 
ons, until ſhe had recourſe to the molt paſſionate re- 
monſtrances of love, and fell at his feet in the poſture 
of a forlorn. ſhepherdeſs. What he refuſed. to her 
reaſon, he granted to her tears, becauſe his heart was 
melted by or affliction, and next day condeſcended 
tg accept of her moncy, out of pure regard to her hap- 
pineſs and peace. | | 
Encouraged: by the ſucceſs of this atchievement, 
he reſolved: to. praftiſe the ſame experiment upon 
Wilhelmina, in hope of extracting an. equal ſhare of 
profit from. her ſimplicity and attachment, and, at 
their very next nocturnal ren dez vous in. her chamber, 
reacted the farce already rehearſed, with a ſmall varia- 
tion, which: he thought neceſſary to ſtimulate: the 
young lady in. his behalf, He rightly concluded; that 
ſhe was by no means miſtreſs of ſuch a. conſiderable 
ſum as he had already extorted fre mw» her mother, and 
therefore thought der to reprelent himſelf in the 
moſt urgent. predicam@ht,. that her apprehenſion, on 
his account, might be ſo alarmed. as to engage her in 
ſome enterprize for his advantage, which otherwiſe. 
ſhe would. never have dreamed of undertaking, With 
this veiw, after having deſgribed his own calamitaus- 
lituation, in confequence of her preſſing intreaties, 
which he affected to evade, he gage her to underſtand, 
that there was no perſon upon earth to whom» he 
would. have recourle in this emergency ; for. which 
. D 5, reaſon 
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' reaſon he Was determined to rid himſelf of all his 
cares at once, upon the friendly point of his own faith. 
ful ſword. | * 

Such a dreadful refolution could not fail to operate 
upon the tender paſſions of his dutcinea ; ſhe was in- 
ſantly ſeized with an agony of fear and diſtraction; 
her grief manifeſted 'itſelf in a flood of tears, while 
ſhe hung round his neck, conjuring him, in the moſt 
melting terms, by their mutual love, in which they 
Had been fo happy, to lay aſide that fatal detereninau- 
on, which would infallibly involve her in the ſame 
fate ; 'for, ſhe took heaven to witneſs, that ſhe would 
not one moment ſurvive the knowledge of his death. 

He was not deficient in expreſſions of vcciprocal 
regard: he extolled her love and tenderneſs with a 
moſt extravagant eulogium, and ſcemed wrung with 
mortal anguiſh at the proſpect of parting for ever 
from his lovely Wilhelmina; but his honour was a 
ſtern and rigid creditor, that could not be appeaſed, 

except with his blood; and all the boon ſhe could 
obtain, by dint of the moſt woful ſupplication, was 
a promiſe to defer the execution of his baleful pur- 
poſe for the fpace of four and twenty hours, during 
which ſhe hoped heaven would compaſſionate her 
Iuflerings, and inſpire ber with fome contrivance for 
their mutual relief. Thus he yielded to her fervent 
requeſt, rather with a view to calm the preſent tranſ- 
orts of her forrow, than with: any ekpectation of 
ceing himſelf red&fned from bis fate by her interpo- 
tion; ſuch at leaſt were his profefiions when he 
took his leave, aſſuring her, that he would not quit 
his being before he ſhould have devoted a few hours 
10 another interview With the dear object of his 
love. | | 
Having thus kindled the train, he did not doubt 


that the mine of his craft would take effect, and re- 


aired to his own} ing, in full perſuaſion of ſeeing 
#3 aim accompliſhed, before the time fixed for their 
Jaſt aſſignation. His prognoſtic was next morning 


verified 
* 


fection. Upon whom can I more pr 
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verified by the arrival of a meſſenger, who . brought. 
to him a {mall parcel, to which Was cemented with 
ſcaling-wax the following epiſtle. 
+ Jewel of my ſoul! | | 
© Scarce had you, laſt night, quitted my diſconſo- 
late arms, when I happily. recollefted that there 
© was, in my poſſeſſion, a gold chain, of value more 


than ſufficlent to anſwer the exigence of your pre- 


& ſent-occaſions : it was pledged to my grandfather 
© for two hundred crownsby. a knight of Malta, whe 
© ſoon. after. perilhed- in a. ſea-engagement with the 
enemies of our faith, ſo that it became the property 


of our houſe, andi was bequeathed to me by the 


© 01d gentleman, as à memoriabof dam wang af- 

rly be- 
© Row it, than him Who is already maſter of my 
« heart! Receive it, therefore, from the bearer of 


"+ this billet, and convert it without ſcruple to that 
d uſe which ſhall be moſt conducive to your eaſe and 


© fatisſaftion; nor feek,, from a too romantic notion 
« of honour, which, I know.you entertain, to excuſe 


« yourſelf from accepting this teſtimony of my aflec- 


© tion; for, I have already ſworn before an image of 
our bleſſed lady, that I Will no longer -own you 
© as the ſovereign of my heart, nor even indulge you 


= with another interview, if you reject this mark of 


6. tenderneſs and concern from your ever faithful 
| CWALHELMINA,!! 
The heart of our adventurer began to bound with 
jay when he ſurveyed the contents of this letter; and 
his eyes ſparkled with tranſport at ſight of the chain, 
which he immediately perceived to be worth twice 
the ſum ſhe had mentioned. Nevertheleſs, he would 
. not avail himſelf, without further queſtion, of her ge- 
; nerofity; but, that ſame night, repairing to her apart- 


ment at the uſual bour of meeting, he profſtrated him- 


| ſelf before her, and, counterfeiting extreme agitation. 


of ſpirit, begged, in the moſt urgent terms, not even 
unaccompanied with tears, * e would take _ 


- o 
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the preſent, Which he tendered for her acceptance, 
and ſpare him the moſt inſufferable mortification of 
thinking himſelf expoſed to the imputation of being 
merceuary in his love. Such, he ſaid, was the de. 
| licacy of his paſſion, that he could not poſſibly cxift 
under the apprehenſion of incurring a cenſure ſo 
unworthy of his ſentiments; and he would a thou. 
ond times ſooner undergo the perſecution of his ran. 
corous creditor, than bear the thought of being in 
the ſmalleſt conſideration leſſened in her eſteem: nay, 
ſo far did he carry his pretenſions to punctilio, as to 
| oye that ſhould ſhe refuſe to quiet the ſcruplcs of 
his honour on this ſcore, her unyielding beneficence 
would ſerve, only to haſten the execution of his de- 
ter mined purpoſe, to withdraw himſelf at once from 
a life of vanity and misfortune. Re | 
Ihe more pathetically he pleaded for her com- 
pliance, the more ftrenuouſly did ſhe reſiſt his re- 
monſtrances. She advanced all the arguments her 
xcaſon, love, and terror could ſuggeſt, reminded him 
of her oath, from which he could not ſuppoſe ſhe 
. would recede, whatever the conſequence might be; 
and in concluſion vowed to heaven, with great ſo- 
| lemnity and devotion, that ſhe would not furyive the 
news of his death. Thus the. alternative ſhe offered, 
was either to retain the chain and be happy in her 
affe ction, or forfeit all title to Her love, and die in the 
conviction of having brought his innocent miſtreſs to 
an untimely grave. | 
lis foititude was not proof againſt this laſt con- 
ſideration: My ſavage honour,” faid he, would 
enable me to endure the _pangs of eternal ſeparation, 
in the confidence of being endowed with the power 
of ending theſe tortures by the energy of my ſown 
hand; but the proſpect of Wilhelmipa's death, and 
that too occaſioned by my inflexibility, diſarms my 
 Taul of all her feſolution, ſwallows up the dictates 
of my jealous pride, aad fills my boſom with ſuch a 
- guſh of tenderneſs and ſorrow, as „ 
* | whole 
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ice, whole œconomy of my purpoſe! Ves, inchanting 
n of creature! I ſacrifice my glory to that irreſiſſ ible re- 
cing ſlection; and, rather than know myſelf the cruel in- 
de- ſtrument of robbing the world of ſuch perfection, 
exiſt W \conſent to retain the fatal teſtimony of your love.“ 
> {lo So ſaying, he pocketed the chain, with an air of 
10Us ineffable mortification, and was rewarded for his 
ran. compliance with the moſt cndearing careſſes of his 
g in dulcinea, who, amidſt the tumults of his Joy, ejacu- 
nay, MW lated a thouſand acknowledgements to heaven, for 
$ to having bleſſed her with the affection of ſuch a man, 
s of MW ' whoſe honour was unrivalled by any thing but his 
-NCce love. - 
de. bot | ; 8 
om CHA P. XVI. | 
| ic ſucceſs begets a bling ſecurity, by which he is once 
pu 4g ain well nigh entrapped in his dulcinea's apartment., 
her N this manner did the crafty Fathom turn to ac- 
1m 1 count thoſe ingratiating qualifications he inherited 
ſhe rom nature, and maintain, with incredible aſſiduity 
be; and circumſpection, an amorous corre ſpondente with 
ſo- two domeſtic rivals, who watched the condutt of each 
the other with the molt indeſatigable virulence of en- 
ed, ' vious ſuſpicion, until an aceident happened, Which 
acr had well-nigh overturncd the bark of his policy, and 
the induced him to alter the courſe, that he might not be 
to ' ſhiprecked on the rocks that began to multiply in 
the proſecution of his preſent voyage. 
MN- ES e jeweller, who, 3s a' German, wanted neither 
1d piide nor ollentation, never failed o celebrate the 
n, auniverſary of his birth by an annual feaſt” granted ty 
'er his neigtibou's and friends; and on thefe occaliohs 
vn was accuhomed to wear that chain, which,” though 
ad bequeathed to his daughter, he confidered 23 an or- 
iy nament appertaining to the family, Whercaf he him- 
es ' felf was head : accordingly, when the time of this 
Th feſtival revolved, he, as uſual, ordered Wilbelmins to 
ie ſurrender it ſor the day. This injanction, the reader will 


perceives 
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e hy our young lady was in no condition to obey; 
- The had, however, foreſcen the demand, and con- 
trived a ſcheme of behaviour for the occaſion, which 
ſhe forthwith-put in execution. | 
With an air of uncommon cheerfulneſs, purpoſely 
aſſumed, ſhe retired to her cloſet, on pretence of com. 
plying with his deſire, and having employed a few 
minutes in rpramoging her drawers, and, diſordering 
her moveablecs, uttered a loud ſhrick, that brought 
her father inſtantly into the apartment, here: he ſound 
his daughter toſſing about 85: clothes and trinkets, 
with violent demonſtrations of diſorder and affright, 
and heard her, in a lamentable ſtrain, declare that 
ſhe was robbed of her chain, and for ever undone, 
This was ſo far from being an agreeable intimation to 
the jeweller, that he was ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſh- 
ment and vexation, and it was not till after a long 
Pauſe that he prorounced the word Sacrament ! * with 
an emphaſis denoting the moſt mortifying ſurprize. 
Soon as that exclamation eſcaped from his lips, he 
flew to the ſcrutore as if inſtinctively, and, joining 
Wilhelmina in her occupation, tumblcd its whole 
contents upon the floor in a trice. 
While he was thus employed, in the moſt exprel- 
five ſilence, the wife of his boſom chanced to paſs 
that way, and ſeeing them both occupied with ſuch 
violence and trepidation, believed at firſt that they 
were certainly actuated by the ſpirit of frenzy; but, 
when ſhe interpoſed, by aſking, with great earneſtneſs, 
the cauſe of ſuch rand orts and diſtracted behaviour, 
and heard her hu . reply, with an accent of deſ- 
pair, The chain! the 9 of my ſorefathers is no 
more!“ ſhe 9 juſtißed his emotion, by 
"up undergoing the ſame. alarm, and, without further 
\hefatation, engaged herſelf in the ſcarch, beginnivg 
With a ſong, which might be compared to the hymn 
ol battle among the Greeks, or rather more oily to 
that which the Spartan females ſung round the altar 
ol Diana, ſurnamed Orthian; for, it was quiended 
i b | wit 
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with range geſticulations, and in the courſe of ut- 
terance, became ſo loud and Thrill, that the gueſts, 
who were by this time partly aſſembled, being con- 
founded at the clamour, ruſhed towards the place from 
whence it ſeemed to proceed, and found their land- 
lord, with his wife end daughter, in the attitudes of 
diſtraction and deſpair. : A 
When they underſtood the nature of the caſe, they 
condoled the family on their misfortuue, and would 
have retired on the ſuppoſition that it would de- 
feat the mirthful intent of their meeting; but the 


jeweller, muſtering up his whole temper and holpi- 


talny, intreated them to excuſe his diſorder, and fa- 
vour him with their company, which, he obſerved, 
was now more than ever wanted, to diſpel the me- 
lancholy ideas inſpired by his loſs. Notwithflanding 
this apology, and the efforts he made in the ſequel to 
entertain his friends with jollity and good humour, 
his heart was ſo linked to the chain, that he could not 
detach himſelf from the thoughts of it, whichinvaded 
him at ſhort intervals, in ſuch qualms as effeQtually 
ſpoiled his appetite, and hindered his digeſtion, 

He revolved within himſelf the circumflances of 
his difaſter, and in canvaſling all the probable means- 
by which the chain could be ftolen, concluded that 
the deed muſt have been done by ſome perſon in the 
family, who, in conſequence of having acceſs to his 
daughter's chamber, had either found the drawer 
left open by her careleflneſs and neglect, or found 
means to obtain a falſe key, by ſome waxen impreſ- 
hon :- for the locks of the eſcrutore were ſafe and un- 
injured, * His fuſpicion being thus confined within 
his own houſe, ſometimes puched upon his work» 
men, and ſometimes upon his wife, who, he thought, 
was the more likely to. praftiſe ſuch fineſſe, as ſhe 
conſidered Wilhelmina in the light of a daughter-in- 
law, whoſe intereſt interfered with her own,-and who 
had often harangued to him in private on the folly of 


leaving this very chein in the young lady's poſſeſſion. 


The . 


88 The ADE NTU RES of 


The more he conſidered this ſubject, he thought be 
ſaw the more reaſcn to attribute the damage he had 
ſuſtained to the machinations of his ſpouſe, who, he 
did not doubt, was diſpoſed to feather her own neſt, 
at the expence of him and his heirs, and who, with 
the ſame honeſt intention, had already ſecreted, for 
her private uſe, thoſe inconfiderable jewels which of 
late had at different times been miſting. Arouſcd 
by theſe ſentiments, he reſolved to retaliate her own 
ſchemes, by contriving means to viſit her cabinet in 
ſecret, and, if poſſible, to rob the robber of the 
ſpoils ſhe had gathered to his prejudice, without 
coming to any explanation, which might end in do- 
meltic turmoils and cternal diſquict. 2 

While the huſband exerciſed his reſtection in this. 
manner, his innocent mate did. not allow the powers. 
of her imagination to reſt in idleneſs and ſloth, Her 
obſervations touching the loſs of the chain were ſuch 

© as a ſuſpicious woman, bialled by hatred and envy, 
would naturally make. To her it ſeemed highly 
improbable, that a thing of ſuch. value. ſo carefully 
depoſted, ſhould vaniſh without the connivance of | 
us keeper, aud without much expence of conjeQure, | 
divined the true manner in which it was conveyed. 
The ſole difficulty that occurred in the reſcarches of 
her ſagacity, was to know the gallant who had been | 
favomed with ſuch a pledge of Wilkelmina's affec- 7 
tion; for, as the reader wilbeaſily imagine, ſhe never 
dreamed of viewing Ferdinand in that odious per- 
8 In order to ſatisfy her curioſity, diſcover 
this happy favourite, and be revenged on her petu- 
tulant rival, ſhe prevailed upon the jeweller to em- 

ploy a ſcout, who ſhould watch-all night upon the 
airs without the knowledge of any other,perſon in. 

the family, alledging, that in all likelihood the 

houſe-maid gave private admittance to ſome lover 

who was the author of all the loſſes they had lately 

ſuffered, and that they might poſſibly detect him in 

his noQural adventures; and obſerving that it wu 

- : 2x 39 F 


„ 


r oo WTD * 


8 3 


r my (9 a# CY« 


* 


- FERDINAND Count FATHOM. 


abs imprudent to intimate their deſign to Wilhelmina, 


leſt, through the heedlefſneſs and indiſcretion of 
youth, ſhe might chance to drvulge the ſecret, ſo ag 
to fruſttate their aim. 74 | 
_ A Swi's, in whole honeſty the German could con- 
fide, being hired for this purpoſe,” was poſted in a 


dark corner of the ſtaif-caſe, within a few paces of 


the door, which he was directed to watch, and ac- 
tually ſtood centinel three nights, without perceiving 
the leaſt object of ſuſpicion ; but on the” fourth the 
evil ſtars of our adventurer conducted him to the ſpot, 
ou his voyage to the apartment of his dulcinea, with 
„hom he had preconcerted the patios: Having 
made the al. which conſiſted of two gentle taps 
on her door, he was immediately admitted, and the 
Swif no ſooner ſaw him fairly houſed, than he crept 
ſoſtly to the other door, that was leſt open for the 
purpoſe, and gave immediate intimation of What he 
had perceived: this intelligence, however, he could 
not l ſo n but the lovers, Who Were al- 
ways vigilant upon theſe occaſions, overheard a ſort 
of commotion in the jeweller's chamber, the cauſe 
of which their apprehenſion was ingenious enough to 
comprehend,”  _ 5 | 

We have formerly obſerved, that our adventurer 
could not make his retreat by the door, without run- 


ning a very great riſk of being detected, and the ex- 


pedient of the chimney he had no inclination to re- 
peat; ſo that he found himſelf ia a, very uncomfort- 
able dilemma, and was utterly abandoned by all his 
invention and addrefs, when his miftreſs, ina whiſper, 
defired him to begin a dialogue, aloud, in an apolo- 
gy, importing, that he had miſtaken the door; and 

at his intention was to vifit her father, touching a 


ring belonging to the young count Melville, Which, 


to be altered. 12 24 

Ferdinand, ſeizing the hint, availed himſelf of it 

without delay, and, unbolting the doer, pronounced. 
10 


the knew, Fathom had put into his hands, in order 


- 


. 
| 
N 
| 
| 
: 


% The ADVENTURES of 


in an audible voice, Upon my honour, mademoiſelle, 
you wrong my intention, if you imagine I came 
hither . with any diſreſpectful or diſhonourable 
motive: I have buſineſs with your father, which 
cannot be delayed till to-morrow, without maniſef 
prejudice to my friend and myſelf ; therefore I took 
the liberty of viſiting him at theſe untimely hours; 
and it has been my misfortune to miſtake the door 
in the dark. I beg pardon for my involuntary in- 
truſion; and again aſſure you, that nothing was far- 
ther from my thoughts, than any deſign to violate 
that reſpe& which I have always entcrtained for 
you and your father's family.” | 
To this remonſtrance, which was diſtinctly heard 
by the German and his wife, who by this time ſtood 
liſtening at the door, the young lady xeplied, in a 
ſhrill accent of diſpleaſure, * Sir Jam bound to be- 
*.lieve that all your actions are conducted by honour, 
© but you muſt give me leave to tell you, that your 
© millake is a liitle extraordinary, bind your viſit even 
to my father at this time of the night altogether un- 
ſeaſonable, if not myſterious. As for the interrup- 
tion I have ſuffered in my repofe, I impute it to 
my own ſorgetfulneſs, in leaving my door unlock- 
ed, and blame inyiclf ſo ſeverely for the omiſſion, 
that I ſhall to-morrow put it out of my own power 
to be guilty of the like for the future, by ordering 
the paſſage to be nailed up; mean while, if you 
would perſuade me of your well meaning, you 
will inſtantly withdraw, Teſt my reputation ſhould 
© ſuffer by your continuance in my apartment.” 
Madam,“ anſwered our hero, et will not give 
© you an opportunity to repeat the command, which 
I ſhall forthwith obey, after having intreated you 
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* once more to forgive the diſturbance I have given.“ 


8a ſaying, he gently opened the door, and, at fight of 
the Gerthan and his wife, who, he well knew, waited 
for his exit, ſtarted back, and gave tokens of oonfu- 
ſron, which was partly real and partly affected. Ihe 
jeweller, fully ſatisfied wich Fathom's —— ar 
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his daughter, received him with a complaiſant look, 
and, in order to alleviate his concern, gave him to 
underſtand that he already knew the reaſon of his 
being in that apartment. and deſired to be informed 
of what had procurcd him the honour to fee him at 
ſuch a junRure, | 
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© My dear friend,“ ſaid our adventurer, pretend- 
ing to recolle& himſelf with difficulty, I am ut - 
terly aſhamed and confounded to be diſcovered in 
this ſituation; but as you have overheard what 
paſſed between mademoiſelle and me, I know you 
will do juſtice to my intention, and forgive my 
miſtake. After begging pardon for having intruded 
upon your family at del 


ago ſo much mi ſrepreſented to his mother by certain 
malicious informers, who delight in fowing dif- 
cord in-private families, that ſhe actually believed 
her ſon an extravagant ſpendthrift, who had not 
only conſumed his remittances in the moſt riotous 


ſcenes. of diſorder, but alſo indulged a pernicious . 


appetite for gaming, to ſuch a degree, that he had 


* loſt all his clothes ana jewels at play. In conſe- 
* quence of ſuch ſalſe information, ſhe expoſtulated 
with him in a ſevere letter, and deſired he would 


tranſmit to her that ring which is in your cuſtody, 
it being a family-ſtone, for which ſhe expreſſcd an 
ineltimable value. The young gentleman. in his 
anſwer to her reproof, endeavourcd to vindicate 
himſelf from the aſperſions which had been caſt 


upon his character, and, with regard to the ring, 


told her it was at preſent in the hands of ajeweller, 
in order to be new ſet according to her own direc- 


tions, and that whenever it ſhould be altered, he 
would ſend it home to her by ſome ſafe eonveys 


ance, This account the good lady took for an 

evaſion, and upon that ſuppolition, has again 

written to him, in ſuch a provoking ſtile, that al- 

though the letter arrived but half an hour ago, he 13 

determined to diſpatch a courier before W 
| l 


hours, I muſt now tell 
you, that my couſin count Melville was ſometinre 


* 
1 
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* with the miſchievous ring, for which, in compliance 
* with the impctuofity of his temper, I have taken 
the freedom to diſturb you at this unſeaſonable 
„ A 5 e 

The German paid implicit faith to every circum- 
ſtance of this ſtory, Which indeed could not well be 
Argen to be invented extempore; the ring was im- 
mediately reſtored, and our adventurer took his leave, 
congratulating himſelf upon his ſignal deliverance 
from the ſnare in which he had fallen, 


"ub. CHAP. XVII. | g 
The Leb. dame“ fafdicions being awakened, fhe lays 


ſnare for our adventurer, from which te id delivered 


Y the iaterpeſttion of his good genius, 


HOUGH the hufband ſwallowed the bait, with* 

„ Out further inquiry, the penetration of the wiſe 
. 'was- not ſo eaſily decrived; that ſame dialogue in 
Wilhelmina's apartment, ſar from allaying, rather 
_ tſlamed her ſuſpicion, becauſe inthe hke emergency, 
the herſelf had once profited by the fame, or nearly 
the ſame contrivance, Without communicating her 
doubts to the father, ſhe reſolved to double her at- 
tention to the daughter's future conduct, and keep 
ſuch a ſtrict eye over the behaviour of our gallant, 
that he ſhould find it very difficult, if not 14 
to elude her obſervation. For this purpoſe the took 
Jato her pay an old maiden, of the right ſour diſpo- 
ſition, Who lived in an houſe oppoſite to her own, 
and directed her to follow the young lady in all her 
Wiser, whenever ſhe Wola receive from the 
Window a ceftain ſignal, which the mother-in-law 
agreed to make for the occaBoh It was not long be- 

fore this ſcheme Tucceeded to her wiſh: the door of 
communication betwixt Wilhelmina's apartment and 
Ute ftair-caſe being oailed up, by thejeweller's expreſs 
order, our adventurer was altogether deprived of thole 
4 N ' opportuniticy 
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opportunities he had hitherto enjoyed, and was not 
at all mortifed to find himſelf reſtrifted, in a corre- 
ſpondence which began to be tireſome and diſagree- 
able : but the caſe was far otherwiſe with his dul- 
cinea, whoſe paſſion, the more it was thwarted, 
raged with greater violence, like a fire, that from 
the attempts that are made to extinguiſh it, gathers 
greater force, and flames with double fury, 

Upon the ſecond day of her misfortune, ſhe had 
written a very tender billet, lamenting her unhappi- 


neſs in being - gf wg thoſe meetings Which con- 


ſituted the chief joy of her life, and intreatiug him 
to contrive ſome means of renewing the delicious 
commerce in an unſuſpected place. This intimation 


ſhe propoſed to convey privately into the hand of 


of her lover, during his next viſit to the family; but 


both were ſo narrowly eyed by the mother that ſhe 


found the execution of her deſign impracticable, and 
next forenoop, on pretence of going to church, 18. 
paired to the houſe of a companion, who being alfo* 
her confidante undertook to deliver the billet with 
her own hand. | . 


The ſhe· dragon employed by her mother, in obe- 


dience to the ſign which was diſplayed from the win- 


dew, immediately put on her veil, and followed 
Wilhelmina at a diſtance, until he ſaw her fairly 


houſed : ſhe would not even then return from her ex- 
curhon, but hovered about in ſight of the door, with 
a view of making further obſeryations : in leſs than 
five minutes after the young lady diſappeared, the 
ſcout perceived her comiag out, accompanied by her 
comrade, from whom ſhe inſtantly parted, and bent 
her way towards the church in good earneſt, while the 
other e. her courſe in another direction. The 
duenna, after a moment's ſuſpence and conſiderations 
divined the true cauſe of this ſhort viſit, and reſolved 
to watch the motions of the confidante, whom ſhi 


traced to the academy in which our herg lodged, 


and 
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and from which ſhe ſaw her return, after the ſuppoſcg __ 
meſſage was delivered. . - 

Fraught with this intelligence, the rancorous under. a f 
Arzpper hied her home to the jeweller's wife, and 1 
== a faithful rccital of what ſhe had ſeen, commu. he 
nicating at the ſame time her own conjectures on the 5 


ſubject. Her employer was equally aſtoniſhed. and re 
incenſed at this information: ſhe was ſeized with all * 
that phrenay which takes poſſeſſion of a {lighted wo- : 
man, when ſhe finds herſelf ſupplanted by a deteſtcd LY 
rival: and, in the firſt tranſports. of her indignation, 


devoted them as ſacritices to her vengeance: nor was h 
her ſurprize fo much the effect of his diſſimulation, as | 
of his want of taſte and diſcernment. She inveighed , 
againſt him, not as the moſt treacherous lover, but as p 
the moſt ahject wretch, in courting the ſmiles of ſuch ” 
an aukward dowdy, while he enjoyed the favours of 3 
a woman, who had numbered princes in the train of 10 
her admirers. For the brilliancy of her attractions, 10 
ſuch as they at preſent ſhone, ſhe appealed to the de- 
ciſion of her miniſter, who conſulted her own ſatis- 1 
faction and intereſt, by flattering the other's vanity and F 
reſentment: and fo unaccountable did the depravity 4 
of our hero's judgment appear to this conceited dame, . 
chat ſhe began to believe there was ſome miſtake in 
the perſon, and to hope that Wilhelmina's galiant was. 4 
not iu reality her profeſſed admirer Mr, Fathom, but 
rather one of his fellow-lodgers, whoſe paſſion he ſa- - 
voured with his meditation and aſſiſtance. 1 
On this notion, which nothing but mere vanity : 
could have inſpired, in oppoſition to ſo many more ” 


weighty. preſumptions, the took the reſolution of 
bringing the affair to a fuller explanation, before ſhe A 
would concert any meaſures tp the prejudice of our ad- 

venturer, and forthwith diſpatched her ſpy back to 8 
his lodgings to ſolicit, on the part of Wilhelmina, an : 
immediate anſwer to the letter he had received, This f 
was an expedition with which the old maiden would 
bave willingly diſpenſed, becauſe it was founded up- 
O 
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on an uncertainty, which might be attended with trou- 
bleſome” conſequences ;, but, rather than be the means. 
of retarding a negociation ſo productive of that fort 
of miſchief which is particularly agreeable to all of 
her tribe, ſhe undertook to manage and effect the diſ- 
covery, in full confidence of her own talents and ex- 
rience. | 
With ſuch a fund of ſelf ſufficiency and inſtigation, 
ſhe repaired to the academy on the inſlant, and en- 
uiring for Mr, Fathom, was introduced to his apart- 
Joo where ſhe found him in the very act of writing, 
2 billet to the jeweller's daughter. The artful agent 
having aſked, with the myflcrious air of an expert 
nk 0s: if he had not lately received a meſſage 
rom a certain young lady; and being anſwered in 
affirmative, gave him to underſtand, that ſhe herſelt 
was a perſon favoured with the friendſhip and confi- 
dence of Wilhelmina, whom ſhe had known from. 
her cradle, and often dandled on her knee; then, in 
the genuine ſtile of a prattling dry-nurſe, ſhe launched 
out in encomiums on his dulcinea's beauty and ſweet- 
neſs of temper, recounting many fimple occurrences 
of her infancy and childhood; and finally, defiring a. 
more circumſtantial anſwer to that which ſhe had 
ſent to him by her friend Catherina, In the courſe 
of her loquacity, ſhe had alſo, according to her in- 
Aruttions, hinted at the misfortune of the door; and, 
on the whole peformed her cue with ſuch de xterity 
and diſcretion, that our politician was actually ovet- 
reached, and having finiſhed his epiſtle, commuted it 
to her care, with many verbal expreifions of eternal 
love and fidelity to his charming Withelmina, 
The meſſenger doubly rcjoiced at her atchievment, 
which not only recommended her miniſtry, but alſo 
gratified her malice, returned to her principal with 
great exultation, and delivering the letter, the reader 
will eaſily conceive the tranſports of that lady, when 
ſhe read the coments of it in theſe words. 
* L Angelic 


Mee eee 


—— 


by flattering. her fancy with 
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Angelic Wilhelmina! | 
© To forget thoſe extatic ſcenes we have enjoyed to. 


_ © gether, or even live without the continuation of that 


mutual bliſs, were to quit all title to perception, and 
1ehgn, every hope of, future happig. No! my 
charmer, while my head retains the leaſt ſpark of 
invention, and my heart glows with the reſolutio 
of a man, our correſpondence ſhall not be cut of 
by the machinations of an envious ſtep- mother, wha 
never had attractions to inſpire a generous paſſion, 
and now that age and RE have deſtroyed what 
little ſhare of beauty ſhe once poſſeſſed, endeavours, 
like the fiend, in paradiſe, to blaſt thoſe joys in 
others, from which ſhe is herſelf eternally excluded. 
Doubt not, dear ſovereign of my foul! that 1 will 
ſtudy, with all che cagerneſs of deſiring love, how 
to fruſtrate her malicious intention, and renew thoſe 
. tranſporting moments, the remembrance of Which 
now warms the breaſt of your ever conſtant i 
3 +. FATHOM, 


Had, our hero murdered her father, or left her a 
diſconſolate widow, by effecting the death of her dear 
huſband, there might have been a poſlibility of her 
exerting the chriſhan virtues, of reſignation and for- 
giveneſs; hut ſuch a perſonal outrage. as. that contain-, 
ed in this epiſtle precluded all hope of pardon, and 
rendered penitence of no ſigniſication. His, atrocious 
crime being now fully aſcertained, this virago gave 
a looſe to her reſentment, Which became ſo loud and 
tempeſtuous, that 33 9. ſhuddered at the (torm 
ſhe had raiſed, and began to rgpent of having com: 
municated the intelligence whieh.ſcemed to have ſuch 
a violent effect upon her brain. N 

She endeavoured, however, to allay the agitation, 

the proſpett of revenge, 

and gradually ſootbed her into a ſtate of deliberate 
ire; during which ſhe determined to take ample 
Vengeance on the delinquent, In the zenith of her 
Dy © Tage; 
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rage, ſhe would have had immediate recourſe to 
poiſon or ſteel, had ſhe not been diverted from her 
mortal purpoſe by her counſellor, who repreſented 
the danger of-engaging in ſuch violent meaſures, and 
propoled a more ſecure ſcheme, in the execution of 
which ſhe would ſee the perhdious wretch {u{hciently 
puniſhed, without any hazard to her own perſon or 
reputation. She adviſed her to inform the jeweller 
of Fathom's efforts to ſeduce her conjugal fidelity, 
and impart to him a plen, by which he would have 
it in his power to detect our adventurer in the very 
act of practiling upon her virtue. 

The lady reliſhed her propoſals, and actually re- 
ſolved to make an aſſignation with Ferdinand, as 
ulual, and give notice of the appointment to her huſ- 
band, that he might perſonally diſcover the treacher 
of his pretended friend, and inflift upon him ſuch 
chaſtiſement as the German's brutal diſpoſition ſhould 
ſugge!t, when inſlamed by that ſpecies of provocation. 
Had this project been brought to bear, Ferdinand, 
in all likelihood, would have been diſqualified from 
engaging in any future intrigue; but fate ordained 
that the deſign ſhould be defeated, in order to reſerve 
him for more important occaſions. 
| Before the circumſtances of the plan could be ad- 
uſted, it was his good fortune to meet his dulcinea 
in the ſtreet, and in the midſt of their mutual condo- 
lance on the interruption they had ſuffered in their 
correſpondence, he aſſured her, that he would never 
give his invention reſpite, until he ſhould have veri- 
ned the proteſtations contained in the letter he had 

elivered to her diſcreet agent. This alluſion to a 
dillet ſhe had never received, did not fail to alarm 
her fears, and introduce a very mortifying explana- 
bon, in which he ſo accuratety deſcribed the perſon 
the meſſenger, that ſhe forthwith comprehended . 
he plot, and communicated to our hero her ſenti- 
ents on that ſubject. 


Though he ex preſſed 8 anxiety and ſchagrin 
13 gl 
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at tliis-misfortune, Which could not fail to raiſe new f 
obſtacles to their love, his heart was a ſtranger u her 
the- uneaſineſs he affected; and rather pleaſed with no 
the occaſion, which would furniſh him with pretencaf{ hin 
to withdraw himſelf gradually from an intercoure an 
by this time become equally cloying and unprofi me 
able. Being well acquainted with the mother's tem- 40 
perament, he gueſſed the preſent ſituation of ber nat! 
thoughts, and coneluding {he would make the jew. ſee 
eller a party in her revenge, he reſolved from tha dai 
moment to — his viſits, and cautiouſly guard rex 
againſt any future interview with the lady, whom be 8h 
Had-rendered ſo implacable. m1 
At was well for our adventurer that his good for. he: 
ſo ſeaſonably interpoſed ; for that ſame day, ia wi 
the afternoon, he was favoured with a billet from the bu 
Jeweller's wife, couched in the fame tender ſtile ſue in- 
bad ſormerly uſed, and importing an earneſt deſie wi 
of ſeeing him next day at the wonted rendez vou. en 
Although his penetration was ſufficient to perceie . eo 
the drift of this meſſage ; or at leaſtto diſcern the ce 
riſque he ſhould run, in complying with her requeſi v 
vet he was willing to be more fully certified of the Y! 
truth of his ſuſpicion, and wrote an anſwer to the na 
billet, in which he aſſured her, that he would repair] th 
to the place of appointment with all the puntualiy te 
of an impatient lover. Nevertheleſs, inſtead of pe g 
forming this promiſe, he, in the _—_ took pol 
in a public houſe oppoſite to the place of aſſignation MW ec 
m order to reconnoitre the ground, and about noon th 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing the German, wrapped in tr 
a cloak, enter the door of his wife's ſne- friend, tho v 
the appointment was ſtugch at five in the evening. I. h 
them bleſſed his good angel for having conducted b 
him char of this conſpiracy, and kept his ſtation o 
with great tranquillity till the hour of meeting, when ti 
he heheld his enraged Thaleſtris take the fame route t 
and enjoyed her diſappointment with ineſſable fair a 
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Thus favoured with-a pretext, he took his leave of 
her, in a letter, giving her to underſtand that he was 
no ſtranger to the barbarous ſnare ſhe had laid for 
him; and, upbraiding her with having made ſuch 
an ungrateful return for all his tenderneſs and attach- 
ment. She was not backward in conveying a reply 
to this expoſtulation, which ſeemed to have been i 4 
tated in all the diſtraction of a proud woman who 
ſees her vengeance baffled, as well as her love diſ- 
dained. Her letter was nothing but a ſucceſſion of 
reproaches, menaces, and incoherent execrations. 
She taxed him with knavery, inſenſibility, and diſſi- 
mulation ; imprecated a thouſand - curſes upon his 
head, and threatened not only to perſecute hizlife 
with all the arts that hell and malice could ine 
but alſo to wound him in the perſon of her daughter- 
in-law, who ſhould be incloſed for life in a convent, 
where ſhe would have leifure to repent of thoſe looſe 
and diſorderly practices, which he had taught her to 
commit, and of which ſhe could not pretend inno- 
cence, as they had it in their power to confront her 
with the evidence of her lover's own (confeſſion; 
Yet all this denunciation was qualified with an alter- 
native, by which he was given to underſtand, that 


the gates of mercy were ſtill open, and that peni- 


tence was capable of waſhing out the deepeſt ſtain of 
guilt, a 
Ferdinand read the whole remonſtrance with great 
tom poſure and moderation, and was content to incur 
the hazard of her hate, rather than put her to the 
trouble of making ſuch an effort of generoſity, as 


would induce her to forgive. the heinous offence, he 


had committed; nor did his apprehenſion for Wil- 
helmina in the leaſt influence his behaviour on this 
ocesſion: ſo zealous: was he for ſpiritual concerns, 
that he would have been glad to hear ſhe had actually 
taken the veil ; but he knew ſuch a ſtep was not at all 
agreeable to her diſpofition, end that no violence 
would be offered to her inclinations on that ſcore, 
2 E 2 | unleſy 


200 The ADVENTURES of 


unleſs her ſtep-mother ſhould communicate. to the 
father that letter of Fathom's which ſhe had inter. 
cepted, and by Which the German would be cor= 
vinced of his daughtcr's backſhding ; but this mea» 
ſure, be rightly ſuppoſed, the wife would not venture 
to take, leaſt the huſband, inftead of taking her ad- 
vice touching the young lady, ſhould ſeek to com- 
promiſe the affair, by offering her in marriage to aer 
debaucher, a proffer, which, if accepted, would over. 
whelm the mother with vexation and deſpair. He 
therefore choſe to truſt to the effects of lenient time, 
which he hoped would gradually weaken the reſent. 
ment of this Pentheſilea, and diffolve his connection 
with the other parts of the family, from which he 
longed to be totally detached, 

How well ſoever he might have ſucceeded in his 
attempts to ſhake off the yoke of the mother, who by 
her ſituation in life was reſtrained from proſecuting 
thoſe / meaſures. her reſentment had planned againſt 
his fortitude and indifference ; he would have found 
g:cater difficulty than he had foreſeen, in diſengaging 
himſelf. trom the daughter, whoſe affections he had 
won under the moſt ſolemn profeſſions. of honour 
aud fidelity; and who, now ſhe was debarred of his 
company and converſation, and in danger of loſin 
him for ever, had actually taken the reſolution ol 
diſcloling the amour to her father, that he might 
interpoſe in behalf of her peace and reputation, 
aud ſecure her happineſs by the ſanction of the 
church. 


1 CHAP, XVIII. 

Our hero deharts from Vienna, and quits the domain of 
VDoi.enus for the Tough field of Mars. 

TFT . Uckily for our adventurer, before he adhered to 
| this determination, the young count de Melvil 
was ſummoned to Preſburg by his father, who deſired 
to {ce him, before he ſhould take the field, in conſe- 
- quence, of 2a rupture between the emperor 7 art 
elne 4 renc 
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ter. French king; and Fathom of courſe quitted Vienna, 
or. WM in order to attend his patron, after he and Renaldo 
ca. had reſided two whole years in that capital, where the 
ure former had made himfclf perfect in all the polite ex- 
ad. MW erciles, become maſter of the French tongue, and 
m. learned to ſpeak the Italian with great facility; over 
wer and above thoſe other accompliſhments in which we 
cr. have repreſented him as an inimitable original. 
He As for the young count, his exteriors were ſo much 
ne, improved by the company to which he had acceſs, 
at- ſince his departure from his father's houſe, that his 
on parents were equally ſurpriſed and overjoyed at the- 
he alteration, All that aukwardneſs and rulticity, which 
hung upon his deportment; was, like the rough coat. 


his of a diamond, poliſhed away; the connection and 
by diſpoſition of his limbs ſeemed to have been adjuſted 
ng I anew; his carriage was become eaſy, his air perfectly 
alt genteel, and his converſation gay and unreſtrained. 
nd The merit of this reformation was in great meaſure 
ng aſcribed to the care and example of Mr. Fathom, who 
ad was received by the old count and his lady with marks 
ur of ſingular friendſhip and eſteem; nor was he over- 
his looked by mademoiſelle, who; ſtill remained in a 
n tate of celibacy, and ſeemed to have reſigned all hope 
$ of altering her condition; ſhe expreſſed uncommon 
ht ſatisſaction at the return of her old favourite, and re- 
n, admitted him into the ſame degree of familiarity wich 
ne which he had been honoured before his departure. 


The joy of Tereſa was ſo exceſſive at his arrival, 
that ſhe could ſcarce ſuppreſs her raptures, ſo as to 
conceal them from the notice of the family ; and our 


of hero, upon this occaſion, performed the part of an ex- 

quiſite actor in diſſembling thoſe tranſports which his 
* boſom never knew. So well had this pupil retained 
fr the leſſons of her inſtructor, that, in the midſt of thoſe 
d fraudulent 3 70ers which ſhe ſtill continued 
* to make, ſhe had found means to ſupport her interelt 
bn and character with mademoiſelle, and even to acquire 
h ſuch influence in the family, that no other ſervant, 


E 3 male 
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male or female could pretend to live under the ſame 
roof, without paying inceſſant bomage to this artſul 
waiting · woman, and yielding the moſt abject ſubmiſ. 
fon to her will. 

The young gentleman having tarried at Preſburg 
about ſix weeks, during which a {mall field equipage 
was prepared for Renaldo, they repaired to the camp 
at Heilborn, under the auſpices of count Melvile, in 
whoſe regiment they carried. arms as volunteers, with 
a-veiw-to merit promotion in the ſervice by their own 
perſonal behaviour. Our adventurer would have 
willingly diſpenſed with this occaſion of ſignalizing 
himſelf, his talents being much better adapted o 
enother ſphere of life; nevertheleſs, he affected un- 
common alacrity at the proſpect of gathering laurels 
in the field, and ſubſcribed to his fortune with a good 
—_ foreſeeing, that even in a campaign a man of 

is art and ingenuity might find means to conſult his 
corporal ſafety, without any er to his reputation, 
Accordingly, before he had lived full three weeks in 
camp, the damp ſituation, and ſudden change in his 
way of life, had ſuch a violent effect upon his conſti- 
tut ion, that he was deprived of the uſe of all his limbs, 
and mourned, without ceaſing, bis hard fate, by which 
he found himſclf precluded from all opportunity of 
exerting his diligence, courage, and acttivity, in the 
character of a ſoldier, to which he now aſpired. 

Renaldo, who was actually enamoured of a mar- 
tial life, and miſſed no occaſion of diſtinguiſhing 

himſelf, conſoled his companion with great cordiali- 
ty, cncouraged him with the hope of ſeeing his con- 
ſtitution familiarized to the inconveniences of a camp, 
and accommodated: him with/every thing which he 
thought would alleviate the pain of his body, as woll 
as the anxiety of his mind, The old count, Who fin- 
cerely ſympathized with his affliction, would have per- 
ſuaded him to retire into quarters, where he could be 
crrefully nurſed, and provided with every thing ne- 
ceſlary to a perſon in his condition; but ſuch noe 
. cure 
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deſire of glory, that he reſiſted his-patron's importu- 
nities with great conſtancy, till at length, ſeeing the 
old gentleman ob{tinately determined to conſult his 


health by removing him from the field, he gradually 


ſuffered himſelf to recover the uſe of his hands, made 
ſhift to ſit up in his bed, and amuſe himſelf with cards 


or back-gammon, and, notwithſtanding the feeble 


condition of his legs, ventuted to ride out on horſe- 
back to viſit the lines, though the count and his ſon 
would never yield to his ſolicitation ſo far as to let 
him accompany Renaldo in thoſe excurhons and re- 
connoitring parties, by which a volunteer inures him- 
ſelf to toil and peril, and acquires that knowledge in 
the operations of war, which qualifies him for a com- 
mand in the ſervice. 5 
Not withſtanding this exemption from all duty, our 
adventurer managed matters ſo as to paſs for a youth 
of infinite mettle, and even rendered his backward- 
neſs and tirmdity ſubſervient- to the ſupport of that. 
character, by expreſſing an impatience of lying inec- 
tive, and a deſire of ſignalizing his proweſs, which 
even the diſabled condition of his body could ſcarce 
reſtrain, He muſt be a man of very weak nerves and 
exceſſive irreſolution, Who can live in the midſt of 
actual ſervice, without imbibing ſome” portion of 
military fortitude; danger becomes habitual, and 
loſes a great part of its terror; and as fear is often 
caught by contagion, ſo is courage communicated 
among the individuals of an army. The hope ot 
fame, deſire of honours and preferment, envy, emu- 
lation, and the dread of diſgrace, are motives which 
co-operate in ſuppreſſing that averſion to death or 
mutilation which nature hath implanted in the human 
mind; and therefore it is not to be wondered at, if 
Fathom, who was naturally chicken-hearted, gained 
ſome advantages over his diſpolition before the end 
of the campaign, which happened to be neither peri- 
lous nor ſevere. 

During the winter, _ both armies remained 
4 i» 
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in quarters, our adventurer attended his patron tg 
Preſburg, and, before the troops were in motion, 
Renaldo obtained a commiſſion, in conſequence of 


which he went into garriſou at Philipſburg, . whither - 


he was followed by our hero, while the old count' 
duty called him to the fieid in a different place. Fer. 
dinand for ſome time had no reaſon to be diſſatisficd 
with this diſpoſition, by which he was at once dcliver. 
ed from the fatigues of a campaign, and the inſp: &ion 
Þf a ſevere cenſor, in the perſon of count Melvile; 
and his ſatisfaction was ſtill increaſed by an acciden- 
tal meeting with the Tyroleſe who had been his con- 
federatie at Vienna, — now chanced to ſerve in gar- 
riſon, on the ſame footing with himſelf, Theſe two 
knights-errant renewed their former correſpondence, 
and as all ſoldiers are addicted to gaming, levied 
contributions upon all thoſe officers who had money 
to loſe, and temerity to play. 

However, they had not long purſued this branch of 
trafic, when their ſucceſs was interrupted by a very 
ſerious occurrence, that for the preſent entirely de- 
tached the gentlemen in the gariiſon from ſuch amuſe- 
ments. The French troops inveſted Fort Kehl, fitu- 
ated on the Rhine, oppoſite to Straſburg, and the 
Imperialiſts, dreading that the next ſtorm would fall 
upon Philipſburg, employed themſelves with great 
diligence, to put that important fortreſs in a proper 
Poſture of defence, If the ſuſpenſion of play was 
diſpleaſing to our hero, the expectation of being be- 
ſieged was by no means more agreeable. He knew 
the excellence of the French engineers, the power of 
their artillery, and the perſeverance of their general: 
he felt, by anticipation, the toils of hard duty upon 
the works, the horrors of night-alarms, canonading, 
bombardment, fallies, and mincs blown up; and 
deliberated with himſelf, whether or not he ſhould 
privately withdraw, and take refuge among. the be- 
fiegers; but when he reflected that ſuch a ſtep, beſides 
the infamy that muſt attend it, would be like that of 
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running upon Scylla, ſeeking to avoid Charybdis, 2 
he would be expoſed to more danger and inconve- 
nience in the trenches, than he could poſſibly under- 


go in the town, and after all run the riſk of bei 


taken and treated as a deſerter: upon theſe conſide- 
rations he reſolved to ſubmit himſelf to his deſtiny, 


and endeavoured to mitigate the rigour of his fate 


thoſe arts he had formerly practiſed with ſuccceſs. 
He accordingly found means to enjoy a very bad 
ſtate of health during the whole ſiege, which laſted 
about ſix weeks after the trenches were opened; ann 
then the garriſon marched out by capitulation, with 
all the honours of war. 


CHAP, XIX. 


He puts himſelf under the guidance of his aſſociate, an 
ſtumbles upon the French camp, where "4 finiſhes of | 
military career, 


OTHING elſe of moment was tranſacted dur. 

ing that campaign; and in the winter our 
adventurer, with the young count, and his friend the 
Tyroleſe, were diſpoſed in quarters of cantonment, 
when Ferdinand made himſelf amends for the chag- 
rin he had undergone, by the exerciſe of thoſe talents 
in which he excelled. Not that he was ſatisfied with 
the ſphere of life in which he acted; though he knew 
himfelf conſummate in the art of play, he was not 


at all ambitious of a gameſter's name; nor did he 


find himſelf diſpoſed to hazard thoſe diſcoveries and 
explanations to which heroes of that claſs are ſome» 


times neceſſarily expoſed. His aim was to dwell 


among the tents of civil life, undiſturbed by quarrels 
and the din of war, and render mankind ſubſervient 
to his intereſt, not by ſtratagems which irritate, but 
by that fappleneſs of inſinuation which could not fail 
to ſooth the temper of thoſe on Whom he meant to 


Piep. | 
He ſaw that all his expectations of count Melvile's 
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future favour were connected with his choice of ; " 
military life; and that his promotion in the ſervice I n 
would, in a great meaſure, depend upon his perſo- tat 
nal behaviour in ſuch emergencies as he did not at WM be 
all wiſh to encounter, On the other hand, he con. W the 
fided ſo much in his own dexterity and addreſs, that ſp! 
he never doubted of being able to rear a ſplendid qu 
fortune for himſelf, provided he could once obtain MW te 
a fixed and firm foundation. He had in fancy often in 
enjoyed a proſpett of England, not only as his native WW th; 
country, to Which, like a true citizen, he longed | 
to be united; but alſo as the land of promife, flow. W e 
ing with milk and honey, and abounding with ſub- m 
jects on which he knew his talents would be properly WM tak 
exerciſed. wi 
Theſe reflections never occurred, without leaviug MW {ai 
a ſtrong impreſſion upon the mind of our adventurer, W ot 
Which influenced his deliberations in ſuch a manner, MW cot 
as at length amgunted to af reg reſolution of with- ric 
drawing himſelt privately from a ſervice that tecmed vir 
with — events, and of tranſporting himſelf W ha 
into the country of his anceſtors, which he conſidered „e 
as the Canaan of all able adventurers. But, omen ate 
to his appearance on that ſtage, he was deſirous of Ml it | 
viſiting the metropolis of France, in which he hoped WM ref 
to improve himſelf in the knowledge of men and ve 
things, and acquire ſuch intelligence as would quality 
him to act a more important part upon the Briilh W the 
Acene. After having for ſome time indulged thele MW rex 
proſpects in ſecret, he determined to accommo- WW op 
date himſelf with the company and experience of the vit 
Tyroleſe, whom, under the ſpecious title an aſſociate, I ma 
he knew he could convert into a very ſerviceable ¶ tio 
tool, in forwarding the execution of his own projects, the 
Accordingly, the inclmation of this confederac MW vo; 
was ſounded by diſtant hints, and being found apt, wh 
our hero made him privy to his deſign of decamping MW 
without beat of drum; though, at the ſame time, hc | 
begged his advice touching the method of their depar- 
Lure 
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ture, that he might retire with as much delicacy as the 
nature of ſuch a ſtep would permit. Divers conſul- 
tations were held upon this ſubje&, before they ad- 
hered to the reſolution of making their efcape from 
the army, after it ſhould have taken the field in the 
ſpring ; becauſe, in that caſe, they would have fre- 


| quent opportunities of going abroad on foraging par- 


ties, and, during one of theſe excurſions, might retire 
in ſuch a manner as to perſuade their companzons 
that they had fallen into the enemy's hands. 

Agreeable to this determination, the camp was no 
ſooner formed in Alſace, than our aſſociates began to 
make preparations for their march, and had already 
taken all the previous meaſures for their departure, 
when an accident happened, which our hero did not 
fail to convert to his own advantage: this was no 
other than the deſertion of Renaldo's valet, who in 
conſequence of a gentle chaſtifement, which he had 
richly merited, thought proper to difappcar, after ha- 
ving plundergd his maſter's portmanteau, which he 
had forced open for the purpoſe. Ferdinand, who 
was the firſt perſon that diſcovered the theft, immedi- 
ately comprebended the whole adventure, and taking 
it for granted that the delinquent would never return, 
reſolved to finiſh what the fugitive bad imperfectly 
performed. 

Being favoured with the unreferved confidence of 
the young count, he inſtantly had recourſe to his bu- 
reau, the locks of which he found means to burſt ' 
open, and, examining a private | drawer contrived 
with great art to conceal Renaldo's jewels and caſh, 
made himſelf maſter of the contents without heſita- 
tion; then cutting open his cloak-bag, and ſtrewing 
the tent with his linen and clothes, began to raiſe his 
voice, and produce ſuch a clamour as alarmed the 
whole neighbourhood, and brought a great many of, 
hcers into the tent. | 

He, on this, as on all other occaſions, performed 
his cue to a miracle, expreſſing confuſion and concern 
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ſo naturally in his geſtures and exclamation; that no 
man could poſſibly ſuſpett his ſincerity; nay, to ſuch 
a degree of fineſſe did his cunning amount, that when 


intimation he ſoon received of his loſs, our adventurcr 
exhibited undoubted ſigns of diſtraction and delirium, 
and, ſpringing upon Renaldo with all the frentic fury 
2 lamite, Villain!“ cried he, reſtore the 
1 effects you have ſtole from your maſter, or you ſhall 
© be immediately committed to the care of the prevot,? 
However mortified M. de Melvile might be at his own 
misſortune, the condition of his friend ſeemed to touch 
kim more nearly; he undervalued his own loſs, as a 
trifle that — be eaſily repaired, ſaid every thin 
which he thought would tend to ſoothe and —. 
the agitation of Ferdinand, and finally prevailed upon 
bim to retire to reſt. The calamity was wholly attri- 
buted to the deſerter, and Renaldo, far from ſuſpect- 
ing the true author, took occa ion, from his behaviour 
on this emergency, to admire him as a mirrour of in- 
tegrity and attachment; in ſuch an exquiſite manner 
did he plan all his deſigns, that almoſt every inſtance 
ef his fraud furniſhed matter of triumph to his repu- 
tation. 
Having thus proſitably exerciſed his genius, this 
ſubtle politician thought it high time to relinquiſh his 
military expectations, and, ſecuring all his valuable 
acquiſitions about his own perſon; rode out with his 
underſtrapper, in the midſt of fifty dragoons, who went 
in queſt of forage. While the troopers were employ- 
ed in making up their truſſes, thetwo adventurers ad- 
vanced towards the ſkirt of a wood, on pretence of 
reconnoitring, and the Tyroleze, whe undertook to be 
our hero's guide, directing him to a path which leads 
towards Straſburg, they luddenty vaniſhed from the 
eyes of their companions, who in a few minutes hear- 
ing the report of ſeveral piltols, which the confede. 
rates purpoſely fixed; conjectured that they had fallen 


his friend and patron entered, in conſequence of an | 
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in with a party of French, by whom they were made 
iſoners of war. | 

The Tyroleze had over-rated his own knowledge, 
when he took upon himſelf the charge of conducting 
our hero; for, upon their arrival-at a certain place, 
where two roads crolled each other, he chanced: 
to follow that which not only fruſtrated their inten- 
tion, but even led them directly to the French camp: 
ſo that, in the twilight, they feil in upon one of * 
out- guards, before they were aware of their miſtake. 
Whatever conſuſion and perplexity they might under- 
go when they heard themſelves queſtioned by the cen- 
tinel on the advanced poſt, certain it is, they betrayed 
no ſymptoms of fear or diforder; but, while Ferdi- 
— endeavoured to recollect himſelf, his ſellow-tra- 
veller, with the appearance of admirable intrepidity 
and preſence of mind, told the ſoldier, that he and his 
companion were two gentlemen of famiiy, who had 
quitted the Auſtrian army, on account of having ſuſ- 
tained ſome ill uſage, which they had no opportunity 
of reſenting in any other way; and that they were- 
come to ofler their ſervices to the French general, to 
whoſe quarters they deſired to be immediately con- 
veyed. | 7 

The centinel, to whom ſuch an inſtance of deſer- 
tion was neither rare, nor indeed uncommon, directed 
them without ſcruple to-the next poſt, where they 
found a ſerjeant's party, from which, at their requeſt, 
they were tranſmitted to the officer of the grand guard, 
ad by him next morning introduced to count Coig- 
ny, who very politely received them as volunteers in 
the army of France. Though this tranſlation was not 
at all to our hero's liking, he was forced to acquieſce 
in his fate, glad to find himſelf, on the ſe terms, in 
5 — of his effects, of which he would otherwiſe 
ve been infallibly rifled. 

This campaign, however, was the moſt diſagree- 
able period of his whole life; becauſe the manner in 
which he had entered into the ſervice, ſubjected him 
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to the particular obſervation and notice of the Frenclr 
officers; ſo that he was obliged to be very alert in his 
duty, and ſummon all his fortitude to maintain the 
character he had aſſumed. What rendered his ſitua- 
tion ſtill more unpalatable, was the activity of both 
armies in the courſe of this ſeaſon, during which, 
over and above ſundry fatiguing marches and coun. 


termarches, he was perſonally engaged in the affair 


of Hallch, which was very obſtinate, where, being 
in the ſkirts of the detachment, he was actually 
wounded in the face by the ſword of an huffar ; but 
this was, luckily for him, the laſt time he found him. 
ſelf under the neceſſity of exerting his military prow- 
eſs, for a ceſſation of arms was proclaimed, betore he 
was curcd of hjs wound, and peace concluded about 
the end of the campaign. 

During his ſojourn in the French camp, he aſſumed 
the character of a man of family, who being dil- 
guſted at ſome ſupercilious treatment he had met 
with in the German ſervice, and at the ſame time 
ambitious of carrying arms under the banners of 
France, took the opportunity of retreating by itealth 
from his friends, accompanied only by one with 
whom he could entruſt his intention. In this capa- 
city he had managed his matters to ſuch advantage, 
many French otfkcers of, rank were very well-dil- 
poled to contribute their intereſt in his behalf, had 
his inclination verged towards promotion in the 
army; but he thought proper ito conceal his real 
deſign, under the ſpecious pretext of longing to ſee 
the metropolis of France, that centre vt pleaſure and 
politeneſs, in which he propoſed to ſpend ſome time 
for the improvement of his addreſs and underſtand- 
ing. Theſe were motives toc laudable to be op- 
poſed by his new patrons, ſome of whom furniſhed 
him with letters of recommendation to certain no- 
blemen of the firſt rank at the court of Verſailles, for 
which place he and his companion ſet out from oy 
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banks of the Rhine, very well ſatisfied with the ho- 
nourable diſmiſſion they had obtamed from a life 
of inconvenience, danger, and alarm. 8 


C HAF. XX. 


He prepares a ſtratag em, but finds himſelf countermined ; 
proceeds on his journey, and is overtaken by a terrible 
tempeſt, 

N the courſe of this journey, Ferdinand, who 

1 was never deficient in his political capacity, held 

a ſecret conclave with his own thoughts, not only 

touching the plan of his own future conduct, but 

alſo concerning his aſlociate, of whoſe fidelity and 
adherence he began to entertain ſuch doubts as diſ- 
couraged him from the proſecution of that deſign, in 
which the Tyruleze had been at firſt included: for, 
he had lately obſerved him practiſe the arts of his 
occupation among the French officers, with ſuch ra- 
pacity and want of caution, as indicated a dangerous 
temerity of temper, as well as a furious rage of ac- 
quiring, which might be ſometime or other fatiated 
u, on his own friends. In other words, our adven- 
tufer was afraid that his accomplice would profit by 
his knowledge of the road and, countries through 
which they travelled, and, after having made free 
with his moſt valuable effects, in conſequeuce of the 
familiarity ſubſiſting between them, leave him ſome 
morning without the ceremony of a formal adieu. 
Arouled by this ſuſpicion, he reſolved to antici- 

n the ſuppoſed intention of the Tyroleze, by mag 
is own departure in the ſame abrupt manner; an 

this ſcheme he actually put in execution, upon their 

arrival in Bar- le- duc, where it was agreed they ſhould 

2 a day to repole and refreſh them ſelves from 

the fatigue of hard riding. Ferdinand, therefore, tak- 

ing the advantage of his companion's abſence, for the 

Tyroleze had walked abroad to view the town, found 

means to hire a pcaſant, who undertook to cen 
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him through a bye-road as far as Chalons, and with 
this guide he accordingly ſet out on horſeback, after 
having diſchar the bill, left a blank paper ſealed 
up in form of a letter, directed to his friend, and 
ſecured, behind his own ſaddle a pair of leathern 
bags in which his jewels and caſh were uſually con- 
'tained. So eager was our hero to leave the Tyro- 
leze at a conſiderable diſtance behind, that he rode 
all night at a round pace without halting, and next 
morning found himſelf at a village diſtant thirteen 
good leagues from any part of the route which he 
and his companion had at firſt reſolved to purſue. 
Here thinking himſelf ſafely delivered from the 
cauſe of all his apprehenſion, he determined to lie 
incognito for a few days, fo is that he might run no 
Tiſk of an accidental meeting upon the road with the 
fon whoſe company he had forſaken ; and accord- 
ingly took pofleſiion of an apartment, in which he 
went to reſt, deſiring his guide to wake him when 
dinner "ſhould be ready. Having enjoyed a very 
comfortable refreſhment of fleep, with his bags under 
his pillow, he was ſummoned, according to his di- 
rection, and ste a very hearty meal with great tran- 
quillity and internal ſatisfaction. In the afternoon 
he amuſed himſelf with happy preſages and ideal 
proſpects of his future fortune, and in the midſt of 
theſe imaginary banquets was ſeized with an inclina- 
tion of realizing his bliſs, and regaling his eye-ſight 
with the fruits of that ſucceſs which had hitherto 
attended his endeavours. Thus inflamed, he opened 
the repoſitory, and, O reader! what were his re- 
tions, when, in lieu of mademoiſelle Melville's 
ear-rings and necklace, the German's golden chain, 
divers jewels of conſiderable value, the ſpoils of ſun- 
dry dupes, and about two bondred ducats in ready 
money, he found neither more nor leſs than a parcel 
of ruſty nails, diſpoſed in ſuch a manner as to 1c- 
ſemble jg weight and bulk the moveables he had 
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It is not to be ſuppoſed our adventurer made this diſ- 
covery without emotion. If the eternal ſalvation of 
mankind could have been purchaſed for the tenth part 
of his treaſure, he would heve left the whole ſpecies 
in a ſtate of reprobation, rather than redeem them at 
that price, unleſs he had ſeen in the bargain ſome evi- 
dent advantage in his own concerns: one may there- 
fore ealily conceive with what milkineſs of reſignation 
he bore the loſs of the whole, and ſaw himſelf reduced 
from ſuch affluence to the neceſſity of depending up- 
on about twenty ducats, and ſome looſe ſilver which 
he carried in his pocket, for his expence upon the 
r2ad, However bitter this pill, might be in ſwallow- 
ing, he ſo far maſtcred his mortification, as to digeſt 
it with a good grace: his own penetration at once 
pointed out the canal through which this misfortue had 
flowed upon him ; forthwith placed the calamity to 
the account of the Tyroleze, and never doubting that 
he had retired with the booty acroſs the Rhine, into 


ſome place to which he knew Fathom would not fol.” * 


low his footſteps, he formed the malancholy reſoluti- 
on of purſuing with all diſpatch his journey to Paris, 
that he might with all convenient expedition indem- 

nify himſelf for the diſcomfiture he had ſuſtained. 
With regard to his confederate, his conjecture was 
perfectly right; that adventurer, though infinitely in- 
ferior to our hero in point of genius and invention, 
had maniſeſtly the advantage of him in the articles of 
age and experience; he was no ſtranger to Fathom's 
qualifications, the happy exertion of which he had 
often ſeen, He knew him to be an economiſt of the 
moſt fruga! order, conſequently concluded his finances 
were worthy of examination ; and, upon the true 
principles of a ſharper, caſed him of the incumbrance, 
taking it for granted, that in ſo doing he only pre- 
cluded Ferdinand from the power of acting the ſame 
tragedy upon him, ſhould ever opportunity concur 
with his inclination. He had therefore concerted his 
meaſures with the dexterity of an experienced con- 
veyance, 
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veyancer, and, ſnatching the occaſion, while our hero, 
travel-tainted, lay ſunk in the arms of profound re. 
pole, he ript up the ſeams of the leathern depoſitory, 
withdrew the contents, introduced the parcel of nails 
which he had made up for the purpoſe, and then re. 
ired the breach with great deliberation. 
Had Fathom's good genius prompted him to exa. 
mine his effects next morning, the Tytoleze, in all 
obability, would have maintained his acquiſition 
force of arms; for his perſonal courage was rather 
more determined than that of our adventurer, and he 
" was conſcious of his own aſcendancy in this parti- 
cular; but his good fortune prevented ſuch explana- 
tion. Immediately after dinner, he availed himſelf 
of his knowledge, and betaking himſelf to a remote 
part of the town, ſet out in a poſt-chaiſe ſor Lune- 
ville, while our hero was meditating his own ef. 
Cape. 

Fathom's conception was ſufficient to comprehend 
the whole of this adventure, as foon as his chagrin 
would give his ſagacity fair play; nor would he al- 
low his reſolution to ſink under the trial; on the 
contrary, he departed from the village that ſame af- 
ternoon, under the auſpices of his conductor, and 
found himſelf benighted in the midſt of a foreſt far 
from the habitations of men; the darkneſs of the 
night, the ſilence and ſolitude of the place, the inde- 
{tin& images of the trees that 3 on every ſide, 
© ſtretching their extravagant arms athwart the tom. 
conſpired with the dejeflion of ſpirits occaſioned by 
his loſs to diſturb his fancy, and raiſe ſtrange phan- 
toms in his imagination. Although he was not na- 
turally ſuperſtitious, his mind*began to be invaded 
with an awful horror, that gradually prevailed over 
all the conſolations of reaſvn and philoſophy ; nor 
was his heart free from the terrors of affalio va. In 
order to diſſi pate theſe diſagreeable reverics, he had 
recourſe to the converſation of his guide, by whom 
be was entertained with the hiſtory of divers * 
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lers who had been robbed and murdered by ruf- 


fians, whoſe retreat was in the receſſes of that very 
wood, 

In the midſt of this communication, which did 
not at all tend to the elevation of our hero's ſpirits, 
the conductor made an excuſe ſor droppiog behind, 
while our traveller jogged on in expectation of being 
joined again by him in a few minutes: he was how- 
ever. diſappointed in that hope: the ſound of the 
other horſe's. feet by degrees grew more and more 
faint, and at laſt altogether died-away. Alarmed at 
this circumſtance, Fathom halted in-the middle of 
tne road, and liſtened with the moſt fearful attention; 


but his ſenſe of hearing was ſaluted with nought but 


the diſmal ſighings of the trees, that ſeemed to fore- 


tell an uf {agrees ſtorm ; accordingly the heavens 


eontracted a more dreary aſpect, the lightning began 
to glcam, the thunder to roll, and the tempeſt, raiſ- 
ing its voice to-a tremendous roar, deſcended in a 
torrent of rain. 

In this emergency, the fortitude of our hero was 
almoſt quite overcome; ſo many concurring circum- 
ſtances of danger and diſtreſs, might have appalled 
the moſt undaunted breaſt ; what impreſſion then 
muſt they have made upon the mind of Ferdinand, 
who was by no means a man to ſet fear at dehance ! 
Indeed, he had well nigh loſt the uſe of his reſlec- 
tion, and was actually invaded to the ſkin, before he 
could reco!le& himſelf fo far as to quit the road, and 
ſeek for ſhelter among the thickets that ſurrounded 
them. Having rode ſome fyrlongs into the foreſt, 
he took his ſtation under a tuft of tall trees, that 


{creened him ſrom the ſtorm, and in that fituation * 


ealled a; council within himſelf, to deliberate upon 
his next excurſion. He perſuaded himſelf that his 
guide had deſerted him for the preſent, in order 
to give intelligence of a traveller to ſome gang of 
robbers with whom he was connected; and that he 


mult of neceſſity fall a prey to thoſe banditti, * 
e 
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he ſhould have the good fortune to elude their 
ſearch, and diſentangle himſelf from the mazes of 
the wood. | 
Harrowed with theſe apprehenſions, he reſolved 
to commit himſelf to the mercy of the hurricane, as 
of two evils the leaſt, and penetrate ſtraight forwards 
through ſome devious opcning, until he ſhould be 
delivered from the foreſt. For this purpoſe he turn. 
ed his horſe's head in a line quite contrary to the di- 
rection of the high-road which he had left, on the 
ſuppoſition that the robbers would purſue that tract 
in queſt of him, and that they would never dream 
of his deſerting the highway, to traverſe an unknown 
foreſt,” amidſt the darkneſs of ſuch a boiſterous night. 
After he had continued in this progreſs through a 
ſucceſſion of groves, and bogs, and thorns, and brakes, 
by which not only his clothes, but, alſo his {kin ſuf- 
fered in a grievous manner, while every nerve qui- 
vered with eagerneſs of diſmay; he at-length reached 
an open plain, and purſuing his courſe, in full hope 
of arriving at ſome village, where his life would be 
ſafe, he deſeried a ruſh-hght at a diſtance, which he 
looked upon as the {tar of bis good fortune, and, 
riding towards it at full ſpeed, arrived at the door of 
a lone cottage, into which. he was admitted by an 
old woman, who, underſtanding he was a þbewil- 
dered traveller, received him with great hoſpitality, 
When he learned from his hoſteſs, that there was 
not another houſe within three leagues, that ſhe could 
accommodate him with a tolerable bed, and his horſe 
with lodging and oats, he thanked heaven for his 
good fortune in ſtumbling pon this homely habita, 
tion, and determined to paſs the night under the pro- 
tection of the old cottager, Who gave him to under- 
ſtand that her huſband, Wh Was a faggot- maker, bad 
gone to the next town to diſpoſe of his merchandize, 
and that, in all probability, he would not return till 
next morning, on account of the tempeſtuous night. 
Ferdinand ſounded the beidame with a thouſand art 


ful 
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ful interrogations, and ſhe anſwered with ſuch ap- 
pearance of truth and ſimplicity, that he concluded 
bis perſon was __ ſecure; and, after having been 
regaled with a diſh of eggs and bacon, deſired ſhe 
would condu& him into the chamber where ſhe pro- 


' poſed he ſhould take his repoſe. He was accordingly 


uſhered up by a ſort of ladder into an apartment tur- 
niſhed with a ſtanding bed, and almoſt half. filled 
with truſſes of ſtraw. He ſeemed extremely well 
pleaſed with his lodging, which in reality. exceeded 
his expeRation, and his kind landlady cautionin 

him againſt letting the candle approach the combo. 
tibles, took her leave, and locked the door on the 


outſide. 


C HAP. XXI. 
He falls upon Scylla, ſeeking to avoid Charybdis, 


TATHOM, whoſe principles taught him to be ſuſ- 
picious, and ever upon his guard againſt the 
treachery” of his fellow-creatures, could have diſ- 
penſed with this inſtance of her care in confining her 
ueſt to her chamber, and began to be ſeized with 
range fancies, when he obſerved that there was no 
bolt on the inſide of the door, by which he might 
ſecure himſelf from intruſion. In conſequence of 
theſe ' ſuggeſtions, he propoſed to take an accurate 
ſurvey of every object in the apartment, and, in the 
courfe 'of his inquiry, had the mortification to find 
the dead body of a man, ſtill warm, who had been 
lately tabbed, and concczled beneath ſeveral bundles 
of ſtra w. | | I 
Such a diſcovery could not fail to fill the breaſt of 
our hero with unſpeakable horror; for he concluded 
that he himfelf would undergo the ſame fate beſore 
morning, without the 1aterpolition of a miracle in his 
favour. In the firſt tranſports of his dread, he ran 
to the window with a view to eſcape by that outlet, 
and found bis ſlight eflectually obllrucied 1 
0 ng 
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ſtrong bars of iron. Then his heart began to palp?. 
tate, his hair to briſtle up, and his knees to totter; 
his thoughts teemed with preſages of death and de. 
ſtruction; his conſcience roſe up in judgment againſt 
him, and he underwent a ſevere paroxyſm of diſmay 
and diſtraction. His ſpirits were agitated into a ſtate 
of fermentation'that produced a ſpecies of reſolution 
a- kin to that of which is inſpired by brandy-or other 
ſtrong liquors, and by an impulſe, that ſeemed ſuper. 
natural, he was immediately hurried into meaſures 
for his own preſervation. 

What upon a leſs intereſting occaſion his ima- 
gination durſt not propoſe, he now executed with- 
out ſcruple or remorſe ; he undreſſed the corpſe that 
lay bleeding among the ſtraw, and conveying it to 
the bed in bis arms, depolited it in the attitude of a 
perſon who ſleeps at his caſe; then he extinguiſhed 
the light, took poſſeſſion of the place from whence 
the body had been removed, and, holding a piſtol 
ready cocked in each hand, waited for the ſequel 
with that determined purpoſe which is often the im- 


mediate production of e mar About midnight 


he heard the ſound of feet aſcending the ladder, the 
door was ſoftly opened, he faw the ſhaddow of two 
men ſtalking towards the bed, a dark lanthorn being 
unſhrouded, directed their aim tothe ſuppoſed ſlee per, 
and he that held it thurſt a poignard to his heart; the 
force of the blow made a compreſſion on the cheſt, and 
a ſort of groan iſſued from the windpipe of the de- 
fun& ; the ſtroke was repeated, without producing 2 
repetition of the note, ſo that the aſſaſſins concluded 
the work was effectually done, and retired tor the 
preſent with a deſign to:return and rifle the deceaſed 
at. their leiſure. 4 

Never had our hero ſpent'a moment in ſuch agony, 
as he felt during this operation ; the Whole ſurface of 
his body was covered with a cold ſweat, and his nerves 
were relaxed with an univerſal-palſy ; in ſhort, he re- 
mained in atrance that, in all probability, contributed 
Un to 
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to his ſafety ; for, had he retained the uſe of his ſenſes» 
he might in been diſcovered by the tranſports of 
his fear, The firſt uſe he made of his retrieved recol- 
lection was to perceive that the aſſaſſins had left the 
door open in their retreat; and he would have inſtantly 
availed himſelf of this their neglect, by ſallying out 
upon them, at the hazard of his life, had not he been 
reſtrained by a converſation he overheard in the room 
below, importing that the ruffians were going to ſet 
out upon another expedition, in hopes of finding more 
prey: they accordingly departed, after having laid 
firong injunctions upon the old woman to keep the 
door faſt locked during their abſence; and Ferdinand 
took his reſolution without farther delay. So ſoon 
as, by his conjecture, the robbers were at a ſufficient 
diſtance from the houſe, he roſe from his lurking- 
place, moved ſoftly towards the bed, and, rummag- 
ing the pockets of the deceaſed found a purſe well- 
ſtored with ducats, of which, together with a filver 
watch and a diamond ring, he immediately poſſeſſed 


himfelf without 8 then, deſcending with great 


care and circumſpettion, into the lower apartment, 
ſtood before the old beldam, before ſhe had the leaſt 
intimation of his approach. 

Accuſtomed as ſhe was to the trade of blood, 
the hoary hag did not behold this apparition with- 
out giving ſigns of infinite terror and aſtoniſhment, 
jon You. ts was no other than the ſpirit of her ſecond 

eſt who had been murdered; ſhe fell upon her 

nees, and began to recommend herſelf to the pro- 
tection of the ſaints, croſſing herſelf with as much 
devotion as if ſhe had been intitled to the particular 
care and attention of heaven. Nor did her anxiety 
abate, when ſhe was-undeceived in - this her ſuppo- 
ſition, and underſtood it was no phantom, but the 
real ſubſtance of the ſtranger, who, without ſtaying 
to upbraid her with the enormity of her crimes, com- 
manded her, on pain of immediate death, to pro- 
duce his horſe, to which being conducted, he ſet her 
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upon the ſaddle without delay, and, mounting be 
hind, inveſted her with the management of the reins, 
{wearing in a moſt peremptory tone, that the only 
chance ſhe had for her life was in directing him ſafe. 
ly to the next town; and that, ſo ſoon as ſhe ſhould 
give him the leaſt cauſe to doubt her fidelity in the 
performance of that taik, he would, on the inſtant, 
act the part of her executioner. 
This declaration had its effects upon the withered 
Hecate, who, with many ſupplications Tor mercy and 
forgiveneſs, promiſed to guide him in ſafety to a cer- 
tain village at the diſtance of 'two leagues; where he 
might lodge in ſecurity, and be provided with a freſh 
harſe, or other convenience, for purſuing his intended 
route. On theſe conditions he told her ſhe might 
deſerve his clemency, and they accordingly took 
their departure together, the being placed aſlride 
upon the ſaddle, holding the bridle in one hand, and 
a lwitch in the other; and our adventurer fitting 
on the crupper, ſuperintending her conduct, and 
keeping the muzzle of a piſtol cloſe at her ear. In 
this equipage, they travelled acroſs part of the ſame 
wood, in which his guide had forſaken him; and it 
is not to be ſuppoſed that he paſſed his time in the 
moſt agreeable reverie, while he found himſelf in- 
volved in the labyrinth of thoſe ſhades, which he 
conſidered as the haunts of robbery and aſſaſſination, 


* - F 
„ 9% 
| End of Vol. I. 
Of The Adventures of Count Fathom, 


! 


